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My son texted me recently to ask if 
I wanted to have lunch as he passed 
through town. My immediate reply 
was, “I’m in. Let me know when and 
where.” As my children get older, 
I’m happy to take any chance I get to 
connect and catch up and share life. 

What does it mean to be “all in” at 
Westminster? We’ll be asking you to 
ponder that question as we begin our 
new church-wide emphasis, “All In: 
Worship–Practice–Community.” 

Our faith tells us that God is “all in” 
for us. John’s gospel says “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. … And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us.” The Apostle 
Paul tells us that “In Christ, God 
was at work, reconciling the world to 
himself.” In Jesus Christ God is all in 
for us and for the world.

Jesus tells us that the first and the 
greatest commandment is "to love 
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Births
Noelle Thomas Black, 

granddaughter of Jeff and Emily Black

Liza Jean Schatz, 
granddaughter of Rick and Jennie Betton

Ellie Talmage Robinson, 
granddaughter of Marilyn Fish

Holden Elijah Causey,
grandson of Don and Janet Causey

Noah Wyatt Wood
grandson of Craig and Martha Siler

 
Deaths

Harriet Mitchell on July 17
Wayne Scott on July 19

Rev. George Carpenter on July 27
Betty Morrell on August 15

Anniversaries
Byron and Judy Hill, 

50 years on August 31

 Life’s Passages  Staffing Update
We are sad to announce that Leslie 
Hennigan's last day with Westminster as 
Assistant Director of Children's Ministries 
will be August 31.

Leslie Hennigan's creativity, energy, 
intelligence, imagination, and love have 
supported and inspired all of us. For 
three wonderful years, we have benefitted 
from Leslie's gifts and giving. Leslie has 
worked with our Shepherds, children, 
childcare providers, parents, and many 
others. Her giving has been relentless, 
and mostly, behind the scenes. From the 
bottom of our hearts, thank you, Leslie!

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

God “with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind.” God is all in for us, 
and Jesus invites us to be all in for God. That’s true for us as individuals. It is also true for us as a church.

As we enter a new chapter in our life together at Westminster—focusing on revitalizing our worship, putting our faith into 
practice and building and broadening our community—my goal is that everyone feels connected, that everyone is fully 
committed, and that everyone finds some way to be engaged. I know this may look different for each one of us, and it 
will look different at different stages of life. There are different ways to be “all in.”

In this newsletter, and in many other ways in the days ahead, you’ll be hearing about plans for our new worship services 
starting in December and about opportunities to come together and about ways you can both grow in your faith and put 
your faith into practice and build and broaden our community. 

But “all in” can’t just be about new programing or new opportunities. It has to be about each one of us asking the question, 
“What does it mean for me to say I’m all in at Westminster?” It has to be about a renewed decision for each of us to find 
ways to connect and to commit and to engage in worship, in practice, and in community.

I hope in the days ahead you will listen for God’s call and that you will respond, “I’m in.”

Your pastor,

Ernie

 New Members

17-B St. Croix Place
Greensboro, NC 27410

Joined: August 5

Denise Joines
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Worship at Westminster
After a year and a half of study, conversation and prayer the Worship Review Task Force gave a report and 
recommendations to the Session in May about where God is leading Westminster in worship. Their discernment 
process led them to believe worship at Westminster should “meet people where they are, while challenging them to 
think and act differently. It should be built on scripture and traditions of our church with modern day application. 
It should accommodate our church as it is today, while inspiring it to future growth. Worship is one of our primary 
ways to welcome the seekers and renew the faithful. Our worship services should inspire and surprise. Worship 
should build strong relationships with God and each other, creating strong community amongst all WPC members.” 

With these goals in mind, the Task Force recommended moving to two services of worship on Sunday mornings, 
both in the Friendly Avenue Sanctuary. After a series of town hall meetings to get feedback and hear questions 
and concerns, the Session voted at the end of June to accept recommendations of the Worship Review Task 
Force and we are now making plans for the transition. We will begin our new worship schedule on the first 
Sunday of Advent, December 2. As part of this transition, the following steps have been taken/will take place.  

• A Lake Brandt Transition Team has been formed to both celebrate the ways in which our Lake Brandt 
service has been a blessing and look for ways to aid in the transition to the new model of worship. 

• A new team, chaired by Debbie McGee, has been formed to look at possible improvements to the Sanctuary. 

• The pastors and musicians are designing a new planning process which will allow a wider variety of creative 
elements in worship. 

• A new Worship Insight Team comprised of church members will be established to help the staff evaluate and 
strengthen our worship services. 

We will continue to communicate all the exciting ways in which we are preparing for this change. Our hope is that you 
will challenge yourself in the coming months to consider how worship prepares you each week to be all in as a disciple 
of Christ and how you might engage with worship in a new way whether that means attending more often, listening 
to sermons online, finding a lectionary-based devotional, talking about worship with your small group, or even just 
making the decision to reflect during the week on how the message of worship pertains to your day-to-day living.
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Church Schoo l, B ib le Study, and Sma l l Groups

Fall Kick-Off Sunday September 9, 2018

Church School 
Church School meets on Sunday mornings at 9:30am and 11am on the Friendly Avenue campus. 

Adult Options at 9:30am:
Cornerstone Class • Room 203 • This class often does short-term studies of 6-8 weeks based on scripture 
or biblical teachings. In September, they will study Waking Up White by Debby Irving.

Covenant Class • Room 200 • Beginning September 23, this class will study Samuel, Saul, and David. 

Gateway Class • Room 202 • This Fall, they will explore Feasting on the Word, a curriculum that studies 
lectionary scripture passages.

Adult Options at 11am:
Carpe Diem Class • Room 204 • This class often studies a book of the Bible or a relevant Christian topic.

P.E.E.P.S (Parents Exploring and Engaging in and Practicing Faith and Service) • Fellowship Hall • At the 
beginning of September, this class will be discussing Waking Up White by Debby Irving. 

Youth:
Middle School and High School youth meet at 11am in Room 100 to connect and learn.

A comprehensive list of Church School classes, Bible studies, and small groups will be widely available  
beginning September 9. You can also visit westpreschurch.org.

Bible Studies 
Bible studies focus on scripture or book study and meet at established times throughout the week or month. 

Small Groups
Small groups can focus on any combination of study, fun, fitness, caregiving, common interests...the possibilities 
are endless. We have lots of well-established small groups at Westminster and this Fall, we will be adding to that 
list! Interested in starting a small group? Please contact Lynn Turnage lynn.turnage@westpreschurch.org.

Children at 11am:
Nursery • Room 113
PK—4th • Room 107
Kindergarten—5th • Junior Arts and Music in Room 106

Children at 9:30am:
Nursery • Room 113
PK • Room 205
Kindergarten—2nd • Room 111
3rd—5th • Room 107
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Westminster is all in in our community from delivering meals to the elderly to building Habitat homes to 
tutoring underprivileged children at a local elementary school. We strive to live our faith practice through 
meaningful service and relationships within the Greensboro community.

We invite you to our annual One Great Day of Service (OGD). Our entire church is invited to go all in, 
volunteering for one of twenty six service opportunities on September 30. The mission of OGD is to provide 
opportunities to go beyond our walls and be God’s light in our community through service. We welcome anyone 
who wants to participate, including visitors to our church. Sign-ups begin September 1.

volunteer by visiting westpreschurch.org/events/onegreatday

September 30
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Sunday Night Li fe
Last year, we launched Sunday Night Life (SNL), an opportunity for fellowship and learning on Sunday 
nights. More than that, SNL is an opportunity for us to deepen the practice of our faith individually and as one 
community. This Fall, we invite you to join us. 

Classes, unless otherwise noted, begin at 5pm followed by a meal in the Fellowship Hall. An optional $5 love 
offering will be collected for adults. Children and youth eat free. If you would like to be added to the standing 
reservation list, please email lisa.carwile@westpreschurch.org or call her at the church office at 336-299-3785. 
You can also sign up each week with your Worship Response Card, online at westpreschurch.org/snl, or by 
using your ChurchLife app (see page 9). 

Children
PreK—3rd graders: Holy Moly!
Kids will enjoy animated videos, creative activities, and age-appropriate Bible explorations.  
 
4th—5th graders: Outrageous Outreach
For the month of September, Outrageous Outreach will begin Bible Study and interactive activities and initiatives 
that will help us get to know each other and prepare to be of service in our community this year.

Middle School WYFi
5pm—6:30pm WYFi in Room 100
6:30pm Sunday Night Life Dinner

High School WYFi
6:30pm Sunday Night Life Dinner
7pm—8:30pm WYFi in Room 100

For a detailed schedule of youth activities, please email  
lucy.jefferies@westpreschurch.org or visit westpreschurch.org/
youth. 

New youth are always welcome.
 

September 9, 16, 23
Meals
September 9: "All In" Potluck Dinner (Adult, Youth & Children)
Bring your favorite (or easy) entrée, side, or dessert for the first SNL dinner of the Fall. Westminster will provide 
drinks. As a special treat, we'll enjoy balloon artist James Alcon! Please RSVP by September 6. (No love offering 
will be collected.)

September 16: Mexican Night
We'll enjoy chicken enchiladas with black bean and corn salsa, chips, salad bar, kids' quesadillas, and an ice 
cream station. Please RSVP by September 13.

September 23: Italian Night
We'll enjoy pasta with alfredo with grilled chicken or marinara with meatballs, salad, breadsticks, cheesecake or 
cookies. Please RSVP by September 20. 
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Sunday Night Li fe

Adults 
Understanding Micah 6:8: Living Outward, Inward and Upward facilitated by Rev. Frank Dew
We have heard this Micah verse for years, but what exactly does it mean? Join in this three-part class to break 
down and understand what this verse means for us today. Rev. Frank Dew, retired PCUSA minister and Peace & 
Justice advocate for Salem Presbytery, will lead us through a discussion and small group conversations on what 
it means to act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly, and how these three work together as a model for our 
daily living.

Conspire 2018 facilitated by Terri Burleson
Join us as we explore webinar videos of contemplative teachings, practices, reflection, and conversation from 
The Center for Action & Contemplation. These videos, featuring renowned spiritual leaders, will help us find 
companionship, community, and courage for the journey of becoming Love in our world.

Young Families Small Group facilitated by Mark and Bev Hill and Howell and Mary Jean Nelson
This group invites parents with children 3rd grade and younger to enjoy fellowship with each other while planning 
an exciting schedule for the year.

September 9, 16, 23

Pastor's Passions led by Ernie Thompson
Dirt, Stones & Gardens led by Dale Mitchell

Moments of Life led by Lucy Wellmaker
Additional Small Group opportunities

Coming in October
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 As Westminster explores how God is calling us to being all in as a community, we want to be intentional about 
how we invite, welcome, and respond to members and visitors. Here are a few ways we are working towards 
intentional hospitality at Westminster:

• Our Director of Communications, with the approval and support of the Connections Committee, has launched 
a new, visitor friendly website that will remain up-to-date and easy to navigate. 

• A Lake Brandt Transition Team has been formed to plan ways to celebrate the impact of our Lake Brandt 
campus and make sure Lake Brandt worshippers are an active and central part to the transitions coming this 
Fall.

• Staff is actively working towards streamlined event registration and giving through our new ChurchLife app 
and new website.

• Our Connections Committee is establishing a new welcome team and visitors' table during worship hours and 
adding parking lot greeters and assistants.They are also working on attractive and easy signage to help visitors 
navigate our building.

• Our Connections Committee is making an effort to make personal calls to members who have not attended 
worship in the past two months to make sure they know they are still a part of our community.

• Our Connections Committee also plans to make some changes to fellowship time between services to enhance 
fellowship and visitor engagement. Stay tuned!

Intent iona l Hosp i ta l i ty
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New Webs i te and ChurchLi fe App

Our website is an invitation to worship, friendship, care, community, service, and faith practice and on August 
15, Westminster Presbyterian launched a new website. We hope you will take the time to explore the pages and 
that you will find it up-to-date, easy to navigate, and resourceful. 

Did you know we have an app?
Things you can do from your app or browser with the ChurchLife app:

• Access the church directory to find phone numbers, emails and 
addresses of church members.

• View our facilities calendar so that you know what is happening 
and when.

• Give once via debit/credit or regularly through automatic draft.

• Register and/or pay for upcoming events (for example, Sunday 
Night Life)!

Interested? We set up the account. All you have to do is download 
the app from the app store and sign in! 

Email info@westpreschurch.org to get started. 
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Fall 2018 Back to School 
Children in Poverty Opportunities 

• BackPack Beginnings Food Delivery: Sternberger 
Elementary - one or more Thursdays per month, one 
hour total between 8am–2pm

• Eastside Park Homework Helper - one or more days 
per week, Monday - Thursday, 3pm—5pm

• Foust Elementary Classroom Volunteer – one day 
per week, Monday– Friday, one hour of your choice 
between 8:30am–11:30am or 12:30pm—2pm

• Grimsley High School “Success 101” Mentors - one 
day per week, Monday - Friday, one hour of your choice 
during the school day

• Morehead Elementary Lunch Buddy - one 35 minute 
lunch period per week, Monday - Friday 

• Morehead Elementary ESL Reading Buddy - one or 
more days per week, Monday - Friday, 7:30am—8:10am 

Please write the underlined key word(s) on your Worship 
Response Card or contact Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@
westpreschurch.org) to receive detailed information.

Westminster has partnered with First Presbyterian and 
other local churches to host “Community Conversations” 
with Debby Irving, author of Waking Up White: Finding 
Myself in the Story of Race.  Ms. Irving will speak at First 
Presbyterian on September 17 at 7:30pm. This lecture is free 
and open the public. The event is followed by a workshop on 
September 18 from 9am—12pm. To attend the workshop, 
registration is required by September 5 by calling 336-373-
0445 or emailing receptionist@fpcgreensboro.org.

Micah Connection will facilitate an open book discussion 
on Sundays September 9, 16 and 23 at 11am in Room 203. 
Please contact Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.
org) with questions.

• October 7, World Communion Sunday. The Reverend David Fraccaro, executive director of 
FaithAction International House, will preach at the 9:30am and 11am Friendly Avenue services.

• October 7, Lunch and Learn. The Reverend Fraccaro will speak on FaithAction International 
House and their work concerning issues of deportation, detention and family separation at noon in 
the Friendly Avenue Fellowship Hall on October 7. Meal and childcare reservations are required 
by noon on Wednesday, October 3. An optional love offering will be accepted to offset the cost of 
lunch. RSVP by calling Ann Comfort, Director of Outreach, in the Church Office or by visiting 
westpreschurch.org/events.

• October 13, Westminster-hosted FaithAction ID Drive. ID cards provide cardholders with a reliable form of identification 
accepted by law enforcement, city departments, health centers, etc. WPC and community members are encouraged to get their 
own ID at 11am or 1pm as an act of support for our new neighbors who will be receiving ID’s. Event: 9am–2 pm in the Friendly 
Avenue Fellowship Hall. 

 Understanding and Supporting Our Neighbors: October Opportunities

As a means of extending our church family, 
Westminster pairs adults with college students as part 
of our Secret Saints Ministry. These volunteers are 
asked to pray for our students and send cards and/or 
letters of encouragement, and periodic care packages 
(exam time, birthday, holidays). The goal is to let our 
young adults know that they remain a valued part of the 
Westminster family. If you're interested in participating, 
please email Sheri Cram (gcram@triad.rr.com) or visit 
westpreschurch.org/news.

Secret Saints Ministry
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 September Ca lendar and Announcements
September 2 Weaver House Breakfast
Westminster serves breakfast at the 
Greensboro Urban Ministry Weaver House 
Shelter the first Sunday of each month. 
Servers and dining room volunteers are 
always needed. Please join us! Children 
elementary school age and older are 
welcome. No sign-up is necessary. Our 
next breakfast is Sunday, September 2, at 
6:45am. Please enter the GUM property by 
way of their loading dock entrance at 1002 
South Eugene Street. Park just south of the 
loading dock and enter the building just 
north of the loading dock by way of the first 
covered walkway door. Please contact Ann 
Comfort (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org) if 
you have further questions.

Tornado Rebuilding Continues 
Through CHS Paint the Town – 
Recruiting Volunteers

C o m m u n i t y 
Housing Solutions 
(CHS) provides 
home repairs to 
qualifying families 

who are owner-occupants of Guilford County 
homes and are below specific income levels. 
CHS focuses on repair issues which make a 
home warmer, dryer, and safer, and has served 
over 650 homes since inception.  To learn 
more about Community Housing Solutions, 
visit their website at www.chshousing.org.

Westminster has adopted a homeowner 
impacted by the April 2018 tornado through 
Community Housing Solutions Paint the 
Town event. Bert Andia is our Team Captain 
for this signature CHS event where local 
businesses, faith and civic organizations will 
continue to help rebuild the East Greensboro 
areas impacted by the April tornado. Bert is 
recruiting 10 – 15 Westminster volunteers 
age 14 and up to paint and/or repair an 
owner-occupied tornado impacted home on 
Saturday, September 22, from 8am—4pm. 
No experience is necessary, but is welcomed. 
To sign up or for more information, please 
contact Bert Andia at theandias86@gmail.
com or 336-312-2589. You may also contact 
Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.
org) in the Church Office.  

J.O. Y. (Just Older Youth)
All members and visitors 60+ years are 
invited to join us this month at the J.O.Y. (Just 
Older Youth) luncheon at noon on Tuesday, 
September 25, in the Fellowship Hall at the 
Friendly Ave campus. Our program will be 
its own “Back to School Learning” as Claire 
Utley, our Director of Communications, will 
educate us on the brand new church website 
and our ChurchLife App, and we will live it 
up with some back to school activities.  You 
also get to enjoy a delicious meal for the 
low cost of $5. If you are not currently on 
the monthly call list and would like to attend, 
please contact Lisa Carwile at 336-299-3785 
to make your reservation.

Meet the 2018 Building on Faith 
Habitat for Humanity Family 
Volunteer registration for our 2018 Habitat 
build is now open. To register for a workday, 
please visit westpreschurch.org/news. 
You may also contact Westminster build 
coordinator Susan Horton (HortonS@fnb-
corp.com) or Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@
westpreschurch.org). 

Kicking off September 29, we will work 
alongside homeowners Isameldin and 
Howaida, who are parents to 4 children: 
3 boys and 1 girl. The family came to 
the United States from Sudan in 2009. 
Isameldin has been employed with a Triad 
manufacturing company for several years 
and Howaida manages the home. The family 
is looking forward to moving from their 
small apartment to their own home and a 
neighborhood where their children can play 
in the yard.

Bread for the World – Singing and 
Voting to End Hunger Event
Join Bread for the World in Singing 
and Voting to End Hunger on Tuesday, 
September 25, at 7pm at Westminster. 
Westminster's Worship Band and musicians 
from neighboring congregations will lead 
us in singing our hopes and dreams for 
ending hunger. And we will also hear from 
area congressional candidates about how 
they will vote to end hunger! Please mark 
your calendar and plan to come.

ASP Fall Mission Trip
Join the team from Westminster for our Fall 
Appalachia Service Project trip to Jonesville, 
VA October 18-20, 2018.  Youth age 14 and up 
are welcome with a parent or responsible adult. 
Trip cost is $100 per person and confidential 
scholarships are available. To register or for 
more information, please contact Ann Comfort 
(ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org) in the 
Church Office. 

RETREATS

Hidden Treasure: 
A Day Retreat for Cancer Survivors

September 29 • 9am—2pm
St. Francis Springs Prayer Center

Westminster’s Cancer Care ministry is 
offering a day retreat for survivors on 
Saturday, September 29, 9am—2pm led by 
Charlie Zimmerman. The Cancer Survivor 
Retreat at St. Frances’ Springs offers a 
chance to build and renew friendships, 
share personal stories and gain hope for 
the journey, walk the labyrinth or enjoy 
the trails, have time to pray, read and 
talk. Cost is $15/person with confidential 
scholarships available. Carpooling will be 
available from the church. Register online 
at westpreschurch.org/events or by calling 
Emily Black in the Church Office.

Living into Love, Transformed by Love

 November 9–November 11
St. Francis Springs Prayer Center

As Westminster and other faith communities 
move into a time of new creation and change, 
the love that binds these communities 
will be our guiding force. Through small 
group conversations, worship, fellowship, 
quiet spaces and time apart, Westminster’s 
contemplative ministry team seeks to offer 
an environment in which to explore the 
transforming power of love in our lives.

Registration opens September 9 at 
westpreschurch.org/events or by filling out 
the brochure located outside the Church 
Office.



Like us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/westminsterpresbyterianchurchGSO


