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Connecting with church members and connecting with Greensboro. Those are two of the rea-
sons that I faithfully participate in One Great Day every year. Over the years I have worked 
spreading mulch at Cone Elementary, weeding and planting flowers at multiple locations in-
cluding Sanctuary House, Foust Elementary and Hospice, preparing care packages for new im-
migrants, sorting food at Out of the Garden Project, serving lunch at Pathways and most re-
cently, planting pansies in the memory care unit at Heritage Greens.  My kids have been able to 
participate in projects as well.  Some projects they did with my husband and me, like spreading 
mulch at Cone Elementary and planting pansies at Heritage Greens but other times they signed 
up for projects on their own. They came back with stories of doing good work with other adults 
and youth in the church who mentored them and worked along side them. My daughter, Alex, 
helped make cookies with Deanne Fuller and other ladies of the church.  

All ages can work together with projects. Young kids are magnets for attention at Heritage 
Greens. When my youngest, Danielle, was 9, and Owen Zeigler was 6, they were great help-
ers and made smiles come to the faces of the elderly folks with memory loss who came and 
watched us working as we planted pansies.

A number of years ago Ashely Cram, who was a teenager at the time,  organized a care package 
project for new immigrants. A moment that still brings a smile to my face is when I was given 
the assignment to purchase 60 pillows from Walmart. My girls (11 and 7 at the time) and I went 
into Walmart, took three carts, stuffed the pillows into the carts, went through the check out 
line (to the amusement of the cashier!) and then stuffed them into the back of our van to take 
them to church.  As we sorted bags of personal care items and home care items, it was easy to 
think of the people that would feel welcomed to Greensboro with the care packages.  

Greensboro is blessed with numerous agencies that serve the community. One Great Day is a 
way for us to visit some of those agencies and see first hand what they do and to meet some of 
the folks who are making a difference in our community. As my kids look over the list of projects 
every year, they start to get ideas of ways that they, even as children and youth, can make a dif-
ference in the world.  As they work along side other church members, they build relationships 
that will allow adults to greet them at church and ask how they are doing and encourage them 
in their faith as they mature.  One Great Day builds community—within the church and within 
Greensboro.  Registration opens on September 6! 
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It’s been a good and busy summer at Westmin-
ster. We’ve sent mission teams across the nation 
and world. We’ve hosted our first “Rock Camp” and 
celebrated Christmas in July at Vacation Bible School. 
We’ve begun the search for a new Associate Direc-
tor of Music to lead our Chancel and Bell Choirs and 
our 11am service. We’ve served our community in 
many ways, adapted to worship in the Fellowship Hall,  
completed a successful building campaign and begun 
the renovations of our Sanctuary and repairs to the 
exterior of the building.

So, what’s next? The renovations to the Sanctuary and 
the repairs to the exterior will continue. We plan to be 
back in the Sanctuary sometime in November. We’ve 
intentionally scaled back some of our Fall activities, 
partly because our space is more limited during reno-
vations, but also because we want to be intentional 
about where we invest our time and energy to have 
the most impact and not simply add more activities to 
our already busy lives.

Even with this we will still have many significant things 
going on this Fall. We’ll begin a new sermon series on 
September 8th called “Faith at Work” looking at the 
Letter of James. I’m excited to have Jill Duffield here 
to preach on September 22 and also speak Sunday 
evening on how we as followers of Christ can reclaim 
and change the cultural conversation. Jill serves as the 
editor of the Presbyterian Outlook, a journal where my 
grandfather also served as editor for many years. Jill 
is a wise leader and powerful speaker. We’ll celebrate 
our annual “One Great Day of Service” a little differ-
ently this year, with one 30-minute worship service at 
10:30am, and then a wide range of service opportuni-
ties at the church and in the community. And the list 
goes on.

During the summer many of us travel and take time 
away, which is a blessing. But it’s also good to return 
home and reconnect with friends and our church 
family. It’s been a good and busy summer at  
Westminster, and that will continue into the Fall.

 

172 Lowe Road
Madison, NC 27025
Joined: July 28, 2019

great-grandson of Betty and Ron Helms

daughter of Amanda Vollrath  and Luke Shaver, 
granddaughter of Mary Ann Shaver

twin great-grandsons of Dick and Lita Swanson

son of Josh and Whitney Boger Leab, 
grandson of Mike and Diane Boger

grandson of Janie Wright



www.westpreschurch.org  7

Cornerstone Class, | 9:30am, Room 203
This class welcomes all adults and meets in Room 203 at 
9:30am. They often do short-term studies of 6-8 weeks 
based on scripture or biblical teachings. This fall they will 
study Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White by Adam 
Hamilton, which discusses how persons of faith might 
model for the rest of the country a richer, more thought-
ful conversation on the political, moral, and religious issues 
that divide us. Facilitated by Wilson Davis, Hugh Black, and 
Claire Haskins.

Covenant Class | 9:30am, Room 204
This class is open to all ages and meets in Room 
204 at 9:30am. This fall, they will be studying The  
Gospel According to Leviticus by David Kalas, which  
explores how the Old Testament law aligns with the 
good news found in the New Testament. Facilitated by  
Jennie Betton.

Gateway Class | 9:30am, Room 202
This class is open to all ages and meets in Room 202 at 
9:30am. This fall, they will be studying lectionary scripture 
passages from Feasting on the Word. Facilitated by Mary 
Eagle, Dave Lumpkin, and John Robinson.

Sermon Take Away | 11am, Room 202
All adults are invited to join this class in Room 
202 at 11am on Sunday mornings. Participants will  
discuss topics brought to mind by the sermon each week.  
Facilitated by Melanie Wilkerson and Deanne Fuller.
 
Carpe Diem Class | 11am, Room 204 
This class is open to all ages and meets in Room 204 at 
11am.They generally study a book of the Bible or a book 
on a relevant Christian topic. This fall they will study  
Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White by Adam  
Hamilton, which discusses how persons of faith might 
model for the rest of the country a richer, more thought-
ful conversation on the political, moral, and religious issues 
that divide us. Facilitated by Andee Gable.

P.E.E.P.S. Class (Parents Exploring and Engaging in Practi-
cal Faith & Service ) | 11am, Chapel
This class is open to all ages but primarily  
consists of parents of elementary-aged through high 
school children. Their fall studies are TBD but will be  
updated at westpreschurch.org/adults when available.  
Facilitated by Ginger Craig.

Tuesday Morning Book Study | 7am Tuesday, 
Delicious Bakery
This Westminster book study is open to all adults and 
meets every Tuesday at 7am at Delicious Bakery. They are 
beginning a new book, The Second Mountain: The Quest for 
a Moral Life by David Brooks, on September 3. The book 
explores the four commitments that define a life of mean-
ing and purpose: to a spouse and family, to a vocation, 
to a philosophy or faith, and to a community. Books are 
available for purchase on a first-come basis in the Church 
Office. Facilitated by Elizabeth Bengtson.

S’Mores Women’s Bible Study | 9:30am,
Thursday, Room 204
This class is open to all ages and meets in Room 204 
at 9:30am on Thursdays. This fall they will be studying  
Seamless by Angie Smith. Facilitated by June Payne.

Thirsty Thursday Women’s Bible Study | 9:30am,
Thursday, Room 203
This class is open to women of all ages and meets in 
Room 203 at 9:30am on Thursdays. This fall they will be  
studying Psalm 23 by Jennifer Rothchild which guides  
readers to fresh insight and encouragement from Psalm 
23. Facilitated by Sheri DuPuis, Laura Hochstein, and  
Martha Siler. 

Thursday Morning Women's Bible Study | 11am-12pm,
Every other Thursday, Room 202 
This class is open to all ages and meets in Room 202 
every other Thursday at 11am. This fall they will be studying  
Encounters with Jesus by Timothy Keller which shows how 
the central events and meetings in Jesus’ life can change 
our own lives forever. Faciliated by Julie Van Wyk.

Tuesday Night Study | 6:30pm-8:30pm, 
Tuesdays,Room 203 
This group is open to all ages and meets in Room 203 at 
6:30pm on Tuesdays. This fall they will be studying The 
Apocrypha. Facilitated by Gary Shelton.

Church School kick off is September 8. All studies list-
ed on this page can be found at westpreschurch.org/
adults with links to the book being studied.  Questions? 



Weaver House Breakfast
Cooking volunteers are needed at 6am. Sign up by visiting 
westpreschurch.org/events or by emailing Ann Comfort (ann.
comfort@westpreschurch.org). Servers and dining room volunteers 
(elementary school age children and older are welcome with a parent 
or responsible adult) are needed at 6:45am. No sign up necessary. Our 
next Greensboro Urban Ministry Weaver House Shelter breakfast is 
Sunday, September 1. Please enter the GUM property by way of their 
loading dock entrance at 1002 South Eugene Street. Park just south of 
the loading dock and enter the building just north of the loading dock 
by way of the first covered walkway door.

Habitat Lunch Volunteers
Westminster will provide lunch on Saturday, September 21 for all 
volunteers building Habitat homes in Greensboro.  Westminster 
volunteers are needed to prepare lunch beginning at approximately 
8:30am in the Westminster kitchen for delivery by 11am.  This is a great 
opportunity for all ages!  To sign up or for more information, please 
contact Irene Linford, Westminster’s Habitat Lunch coordinator, at 
336-662-9814 or visit westpreschurch.org/news.

Opportunities at Morehead Elementary
The Outreach Committee is actively recruiting volunteers for:

• Listening to Morehead Elementary English Language students 
read one (or more) day per week from 7:30am—8:10am, Monday 
through Thursday.  

• Lunch Buddies who meet with their student once a week 
during the school year. The Lunch Buddy Program pairs a 
caring adult with a same gender student who needs a positive 
role model in his/her life.  Lunch time at Morehead is from 
10:45am to 1:15pm; lunch periods are 30 minutes daily. 

If you are interested in either of these opportunities or would like to 
learn more, please visit westpreschurch.org/news or contact or Ann 
Comfort in the Church Office (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org)

Back to School Food Collection
Westminster’s September 2019 collection is a Stock the Shelves Back 
to School Food Collection for our ministry partner Out of the Garden 
Project. Reusable bags will be distributed after worship on Sunday 
September 8, while supplies last, but any bag or box can be used.  Please 
place donations of non-perishable food in the collection boxes outside 
the Fellowship Hall through the month of September. Protein items 
are always needed, and they request no glass containers. Questions? 
Contact Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org).

Volunteers Needed for Fresh Mobile Market 
Out of the Garden Fresh Mobile Markets take place at high need GCS 
schools and Guilford County food deserts. Each location serves families 
monthly with fresh, frozen and non-perishable food. Westminster 
volunteers are needed on Saturdays September 21, October 19, and the 
third Saturday morning of each month in 2019. Youth ages 13 – 16 are 
welcome with a parent or responsible adult. Registration is necessary 
and can be completed at westpreschurch.org/news or by contacting 
Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org).
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Fall Events
Here it is - the best yet - for our 4th-5th graders. Outrageous Outreach 
is Westminster’s mission and fellowship experience for our 4th-5th 
graders  and their parents. We meet on a Sunday afternoon each 
month, share in an outreach project, debrief the experience, and plan 
for the next month. This is a great time for 4th-5th graders to get to 
know each other  while sharing Christ’s love with others in need. Mark 
these dates on your calendar!

September 15, 3:30pm-5pm, Room 106
Join us for an appetizer potluck meet and greet as we get to know what 
Outrageous Outreach is all about and what's in store for fall.

October 6, 2:30pm-5pm
We’ll board the van at church and cruise over to Guilford Education 
Alliance to help them organize and sort school supplies for our teachers 
in the area. Bring a box, bag, or small container of school supplies to 
share if you can.

November 3, 1:30pm-4pm
Prayers in the Park is an organization that helps feed the hungry 
downtown. We will meet at church, make sandwiches, pack up and take 
the food  downtown to share with those experiencing homelessness.

Appalachia Service Project Fall Trip
You're invited to join us for the fall Appalachia Service Project, 
October 10-12, in Jonesville, VA. We currently have eight spaces 
available for team members. Participants will work on houses to 
help with the ASP mission to make homes “warmer, dryer, safer.” 
Participants leave on Thursday, October 10 to drive to Jonesville 
and see the project site where work will be done on Friday and 
Saturday. The team returns to Greensboro after the work day 
on Saturday. The cost for the three-day trip is $100 per person.  

Micah Connection Meeting
Micah Connection, the WPC group that seeks to understand what 
it means to "act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with your God," 
invites your participation. All are invited on Monday, September 16 
at 7pm in Room 203 as we share PC(USA) updates on gun violence 
prevention and the Matthew 25 initiative. We will conclude by 
writing letters to our congressional representatives regarding the 
proposed cut in refugee resettlement numbers. If you have ques-
tions, please contact Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.
org) in the Church Office. No RSVP necessary.
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As of 08.27.19, we've raised:

$1,754,561.72 

You can still make your pledge or gift by visiting
westpreschurch.org/allin
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The mission of Westminster’s Contemplative Ministry is to offer 
people opportunities to deepen and enrich their spiritual journeys 
through contemplative practices.

Beginning in September, this ministry will offer a monthly series of 
spiritual practices, workshops and experiences. The team plans to offer 
opportunities for each practice to continue in small groups after the 
introductory workshop. 

SoulCollage®
September 15, 2pm–4pm and Tuesday, September 17, 6pm-8pm: 
Have you ever wanted a regular contemplative practice but felt that 
sitting and being quiet did not work well for you? Then you might want 
to breathe, play and relax while making a SoulCollage® card.  This is a 
contemplative experience learning to listen to the inner self.  No artistic 
experience or talent is needed, and we will have the scissors, glue and 
lots of pictures. Along with making a collaged card, there is time for 
meditation and journaling. Contemplative ministry team member Terri 
Burleson, certified SoulCollage® facilitator, will lead this workshop 
in the Chapel and subsequent sessions if participants would like to 
continue the practice.

Centering Prayer
October 20, 2pm–4pm:  
Centering Prayer is a receptive method of silent prayer that prepares 
us to receive the gift of contemplative prayer, prayer in which we 
experience God's presence within us, closer than breathing, closer 
than thinking, closer than consciousness itself. This method of prayer is 
both a relationship with God and a discipline to foster that relationship. 
Centering Prayer is not meant to replace other kinds of prayer. Rather, 
it adds depth of meaning to all prayer and facilitates the movement 
from more active modes of prayer - verbal, mental or affective prayer - 
into a receptive prayer of resting in God. Centering Prayer emphasizes 
prayer as a personal relationship with God and as a movement beyond 
conversation with Christ to communion with Christ.

The Rev Charlie Zimmerman will facilitate this offering, which 
welcomes new and experienced centering prayer practitioners. If 
there is interest, the contemplative ministry team will offer an ongoing 
centering prayer circle.

Contemplative Retreat
Stand at the Crossroads: Look. Ask. Walk.
November 22–24
Join us at St. Francis Springs Prayer Center for a weekend of reflection, 
small group conversation, and fellowship on a topic that touches all 
our lives when we seek to discern our path. Rev. Ernie Thompson will 
facilitate our time together. Stay tuned for more information about the 
theme and registration.  

Quiet Spaces for Advent
December 2, 9, 16, 23 
Each Monday during advent, from 12pm-12:30pm, we will gather for 
a time of reflection and silence. This year, the gatherings will offer the 
opportunity to explore the spiritual practice of journaling during the 
silence as we reflect on scripture or a brief meditation.

Young Adults Fall Kickoff Picnic
Sunday, September 8, 6:30pm | Cascade Park
Join us for the first fellowship event of the fall! The church will provide 
barbeque, drinks, plates, and lawn games. Please bring a side or dessert 
to share and a chair or blanket to sit on! For more information, please 
contact Caroline Sell (caroline.sell@westpreschurch.org). 

JAMS (Junior Arts and Music on Sundays)
JAMS will resume September 8 in Room 106 at 11am. This year, JAMS 
will continue their ukulele band and introduce percussion, glockenspiel, 
xylophone and metallophone. We will also select scenes from Godspell 
the Musical and cast roles, solos, and group numbers. JAMS is open to 
all K-5th graders, and new participants are always welcome! 

Youth Band
Do you sing, play guitar, bass, piano or drums? Do you have a love 
for music? Then we want you in Youth Band!  Youth Band rehearses 
each week from 12:15pm to 1:15pm in the Chapel. We sing and play 
songs ranging from pop, contemporary Christian, rock and musical 
theatre. Westminster Youth Band leads worship monthly and recently 
recorded a CD. If you have questions or are interested in Youth Band, 
you can simply show up for rehearsal at 12:15pm on September 8 in the 
Chapel or contact Clint Whitlow at clint.whitlow@westpreschurch.org 
or 336-299-3785 ext.117.

Youth Kickoff
Church School kickoff will be at 11am in Room 100 on September 8. 
WYFi for middle and high schoolers will kick off in Room 100 from 
5pm—7pm. A fall calendar of events can be found at westpreschurch.
org/youth.

JOY (Just Older Youth)
All seniors (60 years and older) are invited to join us this month at 
the JOY luncheon at noon on Tuesday, September 24. The speakers for 
September are Diana Bowman and Mike Howard from the Piedmont 
Bird Club.

 If you are not currently on the monthly call list and would like to attend, 
please contact the Church Office at 336-299-3785 to make your 
reservation. 

Day Trip to NC Transportation Museum
Join Westminster for a day trip to North Carolina Transportation 
Museum in Spencer, NC on Thursday, October 17, 8am-5pm. We'll 
travel by motor coach to Spencer and enjoy a guided tour and train ride 
at the NC Transportation Museum. Following the tour, we will continue 
our day with lunch at DJ's restaurant in Salisbury. Then, on our way 
home we will stop at Childress Vineyards for a private wine tasting.

Space is limited, the cost is $60 per person and includes transportation, 
museum admittance, and wine tasting. Lunch will be on your own. RSVP 
by visiting westpreschurch.org/events or by filling out the brochure 
located at the Connecting Point outside the Church Office. Questions? 
Contact Betsy Fitzmaurice (betsy.fitzmaurice@westpreschurch.org).



www.westpreschurch.org     5

Children’s Ministry is spearhead-
ing a marker and crayon recy-
cling project. Crayola  (through 
their ColorCycle program) will 
recycle any kind of markers or  
crayons—any kind! All we have 
to do is mail them. The Children’s  
Ministry Committee is setting 
up a recycling box in the lighter-
colored donation box outside the  
Fellowship Hall. All are welcome to 
drop off your old, dried up markers 
and crayons, and we will recycle 
them. 

Questions?
Contact Lynn Turnage
(lynn.turnage@westpreschurch.
org)

September 8, 5pm—7pm 
This year, WYFi will be  
bigger and better than ever! So to 
start things off, we’re going to have 
a BIGGER & BETTER CHALLENGE. 
You will meet at the church, form 
teams, grab a driver and a “to-
ken”, and then travel around town 
getting to know each other while  
constantly “trading up” for 
something bigger and bet-
ter than what you had before. 
The team with the BIGGEST 
AND BEST at the end will win a  
fabulous prize and everybody will 
get ice cream! Parents with ve-
hicles that can accommodate 6-7 
people and a willingness to drive 
teams are encouraged to reach out 
to Sam or Lucy ASAP. 

September 8, 5pm—6pm  
Fellowship Hall
We will welcome guest speaker 
Gary Kenton of Concerned Citi-
zens for Redistricting Reform 
(CCRR),  a nonpartisan group 
whose mission is to educate 
residents of Guilford, Alamance 
and Rockingham counties about 
the ways in which the gerryman-
dering of voting districts is un-
dermining democracy in North 
Carolina. The group shares in-
formation regarding the history 
of partisan gerrymandering, the 
current situation regarding vot-
ing districts, and potential solu-
tions to the problem. 
No RSVP necessary.

September 22, 5pm—6pm   
Fellowship Hall
Jill Duffield, the editor and  
publisher of the Presbyterian 
Outlook, will explore ways disci-
ples of Jesus Christ might change 
the current cultural conversation. 
Rather than simply reacting to 
the troubling headline of the day, 
Duffield will challenge people of 
faith to take the lead in shaping 
not only the cultural conversa-
tion, but their communities, too. 
By acknowledging our baptismal 
vows and how those vows form 
the vocational shape for our daily 
living, she argues we need loudly 
and actively to reclaim this belief 
in all our spheres of influence.
No RSVP necessary.
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