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Have you ever wanted to do something, just 
so you could step out of your comfort zone? 
That is what eleven of us – Rodney and 
Morgan Hazel; Dana, Ben, and Leah Resler; 
Clint, Jane, Elijah, and Grace Whitlow; Rose 
Mosquera, and myself did over July 4th week, 
working to help finish an addition to a church 
in Hecelchakán, Campeche, Mexico. For six of 
the group, this was their first time on a mission 
trip, and regardless of how much information 
you try to relay on what the conditions are 
going to be, first-hand experience is always the 
best learning tool.

This was Westminster's sixth year traveling 
to the Yucatán Peninsula to work with Acción 
Ministries, based in Mérida. Each year is 
different in that we are working in a different 
village, but each year is the same in that we are 
being the hands and feet and voices of God, 
representing Westminster Presbyterian Church 
in a part of the world totally different than what 
we are used to. After an extremely long day 
of traveling to Hecelchakán, we were greeted 
by the congregation of “La Luz del Mundo” 
(The Light of the World) Presbyterian Church, 
singing songs of praise and displaying banners 
welcoming us as their sisters and brothers in 
Christ.

We spent the week working side by side with 
members of the congregation. First came the 
250 lb. concrete beams lifted and set in place 
on the roof. Next were the 30 lb. concrete 
blocks that were passed person to person to be 

set between the beams. Lastly were the endless 
buckets of cement passed and poured on the 
roof, covering the entire beam and block 
structure. Nothing like teamwork to make it all 
happen.

Each afternoon we welcomed 60-70 children 
for VBS. While there was definitely a language 
barrier, it never slowed down the progress of 
the singing, storytelling, games and crafts. 
What a joy it was each day to be in the midst 
of such organized chaos. 

We spent time each evening doing a devotion 
and reflecting on the day and work. The 
last night, I asked everyone to share their 
expectations, their highs and their lows for 
the week. Some of the comments were – “I 
was anxious over living conditions and not 
knowing anyone, but it was one of the best 
weeks of my life;” “I was apprehensive over 
the size of the team, but really liked the faith 
and spirit of Oveth (Acción staff member with 
us) and the members of the church;” “All 
the people waiting to greet us, singing and 
so happy to see us;” “Came with the intent 
of father/daughter bonding time but changed 
when we arrived. Sharing communion with 
the congregation was a very special moment.”

We all received many more blessings than we 
gave, which I have found is always the case; 
all the blessings start with the generosity and 
prayers of you, the members of Westminster.

A Week Out of Our Comfort Zone
by Lenwood Collins
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The Pastor’s Column

This fall is both a time of excitement and significant change at Westminster, and God is at work in the midst 
of all of this to prepare us for a new chapter in our life together as a church.

You may have noticed some changes to the lower level entry: a new welcome station with volunteers each 
week making a special effort to welcome new visitors. This is part of our emphasis on building and broadening 
our community, one of our “All In” priorities. We’re also looking at some changes to the Fellowship Hall to 
make the space more welcoming and inviting.

One of our other “All In” priorities is worship, and that’s one area where we’ll see significant change as we 
move from four services in two locations to two services in one location. In this season, we are celebrating the ways in which our 
Lake Brandt service and location have been a blessing to so many over these recent years.  I’m pleased to have Reverend Cindy 
Higgins coming to preach on November 11. Our last service at Lake Brandt is on November 18, and we’ll have a church-wide 
concert at Lake Brandt that afternoon at 4pm. Our last Chapel service will be on November 25, and we’ll begin our new worship 
model on December 2. There will be a Contemporary service at 9:30am and a Traditional service at 11am.

As a part of this transition Besty Hyslop, will be retiring at the end of December and Clint Whitlow will begin his new role as 
Director of Music. We’ve been blessed by Betsy’s strong leadership for many years, and we’re fortunate to have Clint excited and 
ready to step into a new leadership role.  We are also looking at improvements to our Sanctuary, which has served us well over 
these last 30 years. We now want to make sure we’re prepared for the next 30 years.

I have also recently shared with the Session and church staff that Marilyn Fish, our Executive Director of Church Operations, 
and Jenny Bradley, our Finance Manager, will both be retiring at the end of January. This will be a significant loss for our church. 
Jenny and Marilyn have both provided strong leadership for our church in my first three years here, and I have relied heavily on 
their wisdom and knowledge. They will be missed, but I’m glad for them to have more time for family and other interests. I am 
working with our Human Resources elders and the Session as we look at what comes next. I am confident that God will lead us to 
the right person or persons for this next season of our life together.

Ernie

Deaths
Shuford Wall on September 6

 
Marriages

Sarah Francis Uffman and Greg Gonzales 
on August 4

David Thomas and Katie Lamont 
on September 9

 New Members Life's Passages
Dear Westminster family and 
Intercessory Prayer Ministry,

Thank you for your ongoing prayers on 
my behalf during my tests this winter 
and spring and then surgery on my 
pancreas. It is a wonderful ministry the 
prayer team is committed to and your 
cheerful thoughts have meant a lot to 
me. My hope and trust are in God. God 
bless you all.
 
Peace in Christ,
Leslee Wright

The church and the people within are 
incredible. It was so nice not to have to 
worry about the dinners. We enjoyed them 
very much!

I'm trying to gain some strength and get 
better every day. There are many here, 
nurses and therapy people, cards and 
thoughts. Thank you for your prayers.

With love,
Grace and Jim Wallace

 Notes to the Congregation

Walker & Joseph (not pictured)
4018 Ridgeline Drive

Kernersville, NC  27284
Joined: August 26

Brian & Kristin Witz

Lachlan & Aurora
510 Woodvale Drive

Greensboro, NC  27410
Joined: September 16

Allison & Andrew Bray
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Simply, Making A Difference
By Bob Biggerstaff

In June 2015, A Simple Gesture made its first home pickups of food in our green bags. 
We visited approximately 185 homes, the vast majority Westminster Presbyterian 
members, and collected 3,780 pounds of food for Out of the Garden Project. Three-
plus years later, our scope of operations and influence has greatly increased and I 
wanted to share that progress with you.

Our Mission Statement is “….to involve the entire community in fighting hunger 
in Guilford County”.  ASG now has approximately 3,000 family food donors and 
approximately thirty businesses collecting food regularly.  Since our inception, we 
have collected over 600,000 pounds of food.  As our community has learned of our 
efforts, other institutions have stepped forward to join and grow the efforts to fight 
hunger. 

For example, the Weaver Foundation is funding a full-time person, working through Guilford Education Alliance, to research and coordinate the 
efforts of Out of the Garden, BackPack Beginnings, A Simple Gesture, Rock And Wrap It Up, and Guilford County Food Pantry. Collectively, 
we are trying to focus on the most-needy recipients. The Weaver Foundation has also provided two grants to A Simple Gesture to assist in our 
outreach efforts to businesses and churches. 

The Weaver Foundation and Guilford County Schools are leading the effort to help feed more families. A survey of Guilford County School 
Principals allowed the Weaver Foundation to identify the schools, and the communities surrounding those schools, that were most in need. 
Weaver Foundation grants to Out of the Garden and BackPack Beginnings enabled each organization to upgrade their facilities and their capacity 
to distribute more food. Because of the survey and the grants, Out of the Garden has substantially increased both their Food Backpack and Fresh 
Mobile Market distributions, and BackPack Beginnings is now serving 26 schools previously not being served, with boxes of food delivered every 
other Friday.  All food for these 26 schools is being supplied by ASG donors. Rock And Wrap It Up gleans food from schools and restaurants and 
provides food to people in need. The gleaned food is kept fresh in refrigerators provided by the Weaver Foundation.

Our community is slowly but surely being energized to fight hunger, and A Simple Gesture is providing much of the impetus. Once local 
foundations, businesses, and organizations realized food could be collected efficiently and continuously, they have enthusiastically joined the 
effort. We have much to do, but we are making a difference. Thank you for your support and your continued enthusiasm about the work of A 
Simple Gesture. For more information and to get involved, visit asimplegesturegso.org.

MEXICO:  SUMMER 2018
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October Ca lendar and Announcements
October 7 Weaver House Breakfast
Westminster serves breakfast at the Greensboro 
Urban Ministry Weaver House Shelter the first 
Sunday of each month. Servers are always 
needed, so please join us!  Children elementary 
school age and older are welcome.  No sign-
up is necessary. Our next breakfast is Sunday, 
October 7, at 6:45am. Please enter the GUM 
property by way of their loading dock entrance 
at 1002 South Eugene Street.  Park just south of 
the loading dock and enter the building just north 
of the loading dock by way of the first covered 
walkway door.  Please contact Ann Comfort 
(ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org) if you have 
further questions.

Young Families October Outing
Our Young Families small group is sponsoring 
an afternoon at Camp Weaver on Sunday, 
October 14, from 1pm—4pm.  Families with 
children 3rd grade and younger are invited to 
spend the afternoon exploring and enjoying 
the outdoors together. The cost is $10/adult 
and $5/child 4 and older (family max of 
$30). Families will meet immediately after 
church, caravan to Camp Weaver and eat 
sack lunches en route. The Weaver staff will 
be available to help us with archery and the 
climbing tower.   We will gather for a closing 
devotional together at 3:45pm.  Register 
beginning October 1 at westpreschurch.
org/events.  Questions? Contact Adrienne 
Gramberg or Lynn Turnage. 

JOY (Just Older Youth)
All seniors (60 years and older) are invited 
to join us this month at the J.O.Y. (Just Older 
Youth) luncheon at noon on Tuesday, October 
23, in the Friendly Avenue Fellowship Hall. Our 
guest speaker will be Dabney Sanders from the 
Greensboro Downtown Greenway.  If you are 
not currently on the monthly call list and would 
like to attend, please contact Lisa Carwile in the 
Church Office at 336-299-3785 to make your 
reservation.

Hurricane Relief
Westminster will be active in providing flood 
relief to areas affected by Hurricane Florence. 
We have been in touch with several churches 
in the Wilmington and New Bern area. We 
have started a hurricane relief fund and will 
distribute gifts to these three churches and the 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Fund as we 
learn of immediate needs. Gifts can be made 
by check (write hurricane in the memo line) 
in the offering plate, online at westpreschurch.
org/give, with your ChurchLife app, or through 
the Church Office. We will also send work 
teams as soon as they are ready to receive us. If 
interested in serving on a work team, please visit 
westpreschurch.org/news.

Meet the 2018 Building on Faith 
Habitat for Humanity Family 
Isameldin and Howaida are parents to 4 
children: 3 boys and 1 girl. The family came 
to the United States from Sudan in 2009. 
Isameldin has been employed with a Triad 
manufacturing company for several years 
and Howaida manages the home. The family 
is looking forward to moving from their 
small apartment to their own home and a 
neighborhood where their children can play 
in the yard. 

Westminster and several other local 
congregations kick off this build in October.  
The start has been delayed due to all the rain 
we have experienced this summer and fall.
Westminster build volunteers will be needed 
several Saturdays this fall and winter.  Please 
register at westpreschurch.org/news or by 
contacting Westminster build coordinator 
Susan Horton (HortonS@fnb-corp.com) 
or Ann Comfort in the Church Office (ann.
comfort@westpreschurch.org).  

Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat 
for Humanity brings people together to build 
homes, communities, and hope.

Things you can do from your app or browser with the churchlife app:

• Access the church directory to find phone numbers, emails and addresses of church 
members. 

• View our facilities calendar so that you know what is happening and when. 

• Give via debit/credit/or automatic draft through your bank. 

• Register and/or pay for upcoming events (for example, VBS, Womens Getaway, or 
the End of Summer Block party)! 
 
Interested? We can set up the account for you so that all you have to do is  download 
the app from the app store and sign in! Email marilyn.fish@westpreschurch.org to 
get started. 

Monday night at worship, we jumped up from our pews, clapping and woo-ing for Cici, our pastor that week. I don’t remember 
exactly what she said, but I remember exactly how she made me feel. This glorious, God-filled room of people unifying under the 
Presbyterian faith set the tone for the rest of our week at Montreat.

A typical day at Montreat consisted of Keynote in the morning and worship at night, with small group meetings, recreation, and 
free time sprinkled throughout the day. This schedule might seem repetitive, but with every discussion and bond that was formed 
every day, it never got old. 

My small group was one of the best parts of the trip. Typically in small groups, the first couple of meetings are a little awkward. 
However, after a few times playing this game “electric current,” we were no longer strangers. One of my most impactful experi-
ences was Thursday morning small group. The theme for the day was "silenced voices" and as our discussion continued, slowly, 
everyone’s stories unfolded. So many people in my group, who appeared totally fine on the outside, had gone through so many 
hardships in the past. I am still amazed by everyone’s ability to share their story on such an intimate level and this brought our 
group even closer. By the end of the week, I was so happy I had met all these people. It felt like we had known each other a lot 
longer than a week, and those bonds are so hard to find with people these days. 

Montreat by Evy Hochstein
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UNDERSTANDING AND SUPPORTING OUR NEIGHBORS: OCTOBER OPPORTUNITIES 

• October 7, World Communion Sunday. The Rev. David Fraccaro, Executive Director of FaithAction International 
House, will preach at 9:30am and 11am in the Friendly Avenue Sanctuary.

• October 7, Lunch and Learn. The Rev. Fraccaro will speak on the organization’s work concerning issues of 
deportation, detention and family separation at 12pm in the Friendly Avenue Fellowship Hall. Meal and childcare 
reservations are required by noon on Wednesday, October 3. An optional love offering will be accepted to offset 
the cost of lunch. RSVP by calling Ann Comfort, Director of Local Outreach, in the Church Office or by visiting 
westpreschurch.org/events.  

• October 13, Westminster-hosted FaithAction ID Drive. The ID card 
provides cardholders with a reliable form of identification accepted by 
law enforcement, city departments, health centers, schools and other 
community organizations. WPC and community members are encouraged 
to get their own ID as an act of support for our new neighbors who will be 
receiving ID’s. Event: 9am—2pm, WPC Fellowship Hall.  Westminster and 
community members wanting an ID, please arrive at 11am or at 1pm. 

Partnership Village Back-to-School Event
Thank you, Westminster, for your generous school supply and backpack donations for the Pre-K – 12th grade students of 
Partnership Village.  On August 19, a team from Westminster-expertly led by Leah Resler, Katie Carwile and their friends 
and family-distributed 57 backpacks stuffed with age appropriate school supplies during a back-to-school celebration at 
Partnership Village.  While older students selected their backpacks, their preschool age siblings read with Westminster’s 
early childhood reading team.  This team, led by Sally Zeillmann and Kay Zimmerman, provides monthly active reading 
activities for the youngest residents of Partnership Village and parents. Due to the generosity of our congregation, we were 
also able to provide a new backpack to each student enrolled in the Eastside Park Homework Helper program and to the six 
children of the Congolese family our Church World Service Match Team is currently supporting.
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Sunday Night Li fe

Adult 
Pastor's Passions: The 7 Toughest Questions - Ernie Thompson
This class will be a series where we get to hear and explore what is on the hearts and minds of our pastors. We will start with 
our head of staff, Ernie Thompson, who will lead us through seven of the toughest questions: 1. If Christianity is true are other 
religions false? 2. Does science undermine faith? 3. Can the Bible really be trusted? 4. Does being a Christian mean giving 
up our freedom? 5. How can a good God allow suffering? 6. How can a loving God send anyone to Hell? 7. Are religion and 
the church the source of more bad than good in the world?
 
Dirt, Cairns & Your Garden - Dale Mitchell
By arranging stones and other “found” natural items, we will explore techniques for enhancing our gardens. We will learn the 
art and theology of building cairns and other temporary creations, setting stones to create a labyrinth or a mandala, and may 
work on a project or two for the church. Come comfortable and, if you have them, bring gardening gloves and knee pads.

WOW Moments of Life - Lucy Wellmaker 
Lucy is well-known and loved at Westminster. She will use her recently published book, WOW Moments of Life, to facilitate 
sessions that include personal reflection and group discussion to inspire individuals to create their own action plan in the 
following areas: Being Present, Letting Go, Self-Care, and Staying Positive.

Middle School WYFi
5pm—6:30pm WYFi in Room 100
6:30pm Sunday Night Life Dinner

For a detailed schedule of youth activities, please email lucy.jefferies@westpreschurch.org or visit westpreschurch.org/
youth.  New youth are always welcome.

Classes, unless otherwise noted, begin at 5pm followed by a meal in the Fellowship Hall. An optional $5 love offering will be 
collected for adults. Children and youth eat free. If you would like to be added to the standing reservation list, please email 
lisa.carwile@westpreschurch.org or call her at the church office at 336-299-3785. Sign up each week with your Worship 
Response Card, online at westpreschurch.org/snl or by using your ChurchLife app.

Meals
October 7 
Tailgate Night: Barbecue, potato salad, baked beans, salad bar, rolls, pb&j station, and a cookie decorating station. Wear your 
favorite jersey and come play a game of cornhole.

October 14
Birthday Bash hosted by PEEPS: Appetizers galore! Ham rolls, meatballs, spinach dip, veggie trays, cheese trays, fruit, mini 
quiche, and a cupcake decorating station. 

October 21
Brinner: Breakfast casserole, potato casserole, fruit, and a pancake station. 

October 28
Trunk or Treat: Hot dogs, bratwurst, corn on the cob, apples with caramel, and popcorn. 

Children 5th Grade & Younger
5pm—6:15pm Holy Motion in Room 107

High School WYFi
6:30pm Sunday Night Life Dinner
7pm—8:30pm WYFi in Room 100



www.westpreschurch.org     5

In a recent worship service, and as a 
part of all in, the church was asked 
to join in the Fall Challenge and use 
FAITH5 as a devotional discipline. 
The process is as simple as it looks. 
Pick a regular time and set aside 
about 15 minutes to do this ritual, 
as an individual or a family. Start by 
sharing highs and lows of your day 
- by noting, journaling or talking to 
others. Next, read a scripture* passage 
day. Third, look for  how the passage 
might connect to any of the highs or 
lows; then, pray for and about these 
connections. Lastly, receive God's 
blessings to you by reading a blessing 
and putting the sign of the cross on 
your forehead, or giving another 
person a blessing with this same 
gesture. 

The blessing could be any number 
of ideas. Put the sign of the cross 
on your own forehead, or on the 
forehead of those with whom you 
share this devotional discipline. 

• Lord bless you and keep you, and 
I love you;

• Nothing can separate you from 
God's love;

• Jesus loves you and so do I;
• I thank God for you and all of our 

blessings;
• You are fearfully and wonderfully 

made; God bless you;
• Do all things through Christ who 

strengthens you;
• May the God of hope fill 

you with all joy and peace. 

...then pass this blessing to the next 
person until all have been blessed.

Your Session, Adult, Youth and 
Children's Committees hope you will 
enjoy making this discipline a ritual 
this fall and thoughout the year.

*Daily options for scripture passages can be 
found on the Presbyterian Church's website.  
h t tps: / /www.presbyterianmission.org/
devotion/revised-common-lectionary/ 

westpreschurch.org/events 
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