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Page Rock CampGiving a car to a stranger might seem crazy to 

some people, but to Westminster’s Meredith 
Barkley, it was a “no brainer.”

To honor his late wife, Dr. Maureen Jarrell, 
Meredith was looking to donate her 2005 
Toyota Corolla to someone whose quality of 
life would be greatly improved by owning a 
car.  Through Westminster connections, he 
heard about a friend of the church, a young 
woman from Kenya now living in Cary, who 
might be a candidate.

When he heard her name – Maureen – it was 
clear God had a hand in this. 

“God works in mysterious ways,” Meredith 
mused. “This time it was not so mysterious 
-- He was hitting me over the head.”

Maureen, who came to the United States two 
years ago for plastic surgery on her face and 
hands as a result of being burned as a toddler, 
recently started working as a Certified Nurse 
Assistant. Without a car, she spends $50-$60 
a day paying for Ubers to get to her private 
home health jobs. 

Westminster’s mission team met Maureen’s 
mother in 2017 while visiting a Kenyan school 
where she worked, and where Westminster 
provides a scholarship for a student. When 
the team learned she was bringing her 
daughter to Chapel Hill for surgery, several 
team members followed up and, over time, 
friendships grew. Maureen has become good 
friends with Grace Anderson, a Westminster 
member who is a student at UNC-Chapel 
Hill, and has attended services at Westminster 
many times.

“I’m saving up for school,” says Maureen, 
who dreams of becoming a nurse 
anesthesiologist and sings regularly at her 
church in Raleigh. “The car will save me 
so much money, and time, too. God always 
comes through if you are patient.”

On a Friday afternoon in February, Meredith 
and Maureen met for lunch and to transfer the 
car. Meredith talked about the other Maureen 
and the joy this day would have given her. 
Meredith met his late wife while on a mission 
trip to Honduras and both spent significant 
time serving in Haiti.

“Somewhere,” he said, “I know that Maureen 
is smiling.” 

If you have a car you would like to donate, 
please contact Ann Comfort in the church 
office. Westminster may know of a specific 
need or can connect you with Wheels4Hope, 
a nonprofit that matches donated cars with 
individuals and families who need them.
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The Pastor’s Column

 New Members
Births

Davis Trice Thompson, 
son of Meagan and Daniel Thompson, 

grandson of Ernie and Elaine Thompson 

Maisie Bartlett,
granddaughter of Joe Thompson

Deaths
 Redwell Forbes on February 20

 Life's Passages

Chase and Tyler
608 Wimberly Drive

Greensboro, NC  27410
Joined: January20

Jessica & Gordon Huellmantel

When I began my ministry a little over 30 years ago, one of the best things I did was to teach a class called 
“Disciple: Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study.” Disciple has also been a staple here at Westminster for 
many years.

This study makes clear that its purpose is not simply to give us information but rather to create a space for transformation, for 
our lives to be changed by our study of Scripture. I did lots of study for information, but this idea of study for transformation 
was new to me.

I’ve since learned that transformation is at the very heart of what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ. The first 
Christians were called “people of the way.” Faith was not just about what we believe but was primarily about a way of life 
that transforms us so that we can take part in God’s great work of transforming the world.

In this season of Lent and in preparation for Easter, we’ll be focused as a church on “The Inward Journey of Faith” – how 
does faith change us and change the way we see the world? We’ll begin the season of Lent with an Ash Wednesday meal 
and service, remembering our need for transformation. On Sunday mornings and Sunday evenings, in our worship and our 
study, we'll think about the different practices that are a part of this transformation.

Over the years I’ve become more convinced that the purpose of our mission and outreach is not just to serve others but 
also to allow ourselves to be transformed by that service. And so, we’ll continue to serve here in our community and in our 
nation and world.

The apostle Paul says, “If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.” (1 Corinthians 5:17) I hope you’ll join us in this 
season of Lent in focusing on your own inward journey of faith and the ways God's Spirit is at work in creating within us 
something new.

Your pastor,

Ernie

Shannon Mott, Ally Holt, and Nathan Holt  
(not pictured)

4 Tipperary Ct.
Greensboro, NC  

Joined: February 10

Janie Herring
3603 Smoketree Drive

Greensboro, NC   27410
Joined: February 17

Jim Donnelly
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The Racial Equity Training, delivered by the Racial 
Equity Institute LLC, is designed for educators, 
health practitioners, child welfare advocates, 
judicial representatives, other professionals and 
those persons who are interested in understanding 
and eliminating racial inequities and disparities 
within our society. 

Westminster is hosting a Racial Equity Training 
workshop on Wednesday and Thursday, March 27 
and 28, 2019 from 8:30am to 5pm. This workshop 
is open to the Westminster and broader community 
and space is limited to the first 60 registrants. The 
registration fee of $295 includes meals both days. 
Visit westpreschurch.org/events for details and 
registration. Questions? Contact Ann Comfort (ann.
comfort@westpreschurch.org).

Welcome 
Betsy Fitzmaurice

Westminster would like to welcome our new  
Director of Congregational Connections, Betsy 
Fitzmaurice.

Betsy will work with the Connections Committee 
in reaching out to visitors and members and helping 
them get engaged with activities and ministries of 
the church.  She will work closely with Connections 
elders Caryl Johnson and Altina Layman.

Betsy will also work with the Fellowship Com-
mittee, led by elders Catherine Morsell and Brook 
Wingate, to plan for and support JOY Group lunch-
es, sports teams, travel opportunities, and church-
wide events that build community.

Betsy grew up and attended school in Greensboro. 
She has a degree in Nutrition Management from 
UNC-G. Previous experience in the travel indus-
try and in career management have led her to this 
new and exciting opportunity.  Biking, reading, and 
cooking are several of her interests. She is married 
to John and enjoys spending time at their cabin in 
the NC mountains.  

Sacred Landscapes:  
Opening To Life and Wonder

A Sabbath at the Springs Silent Retreat
May 19—20 at St. Francis Springs Prayer Center

Invite the wonder of spring into your heart with a brief 
time apart in a beautiful setting. You will have time 
and space to explore stillness, solitude, and silence 
that may have gone missing in your busy life. This 
Sabbath experience is designed that you might return 
to your daily living landscapes renewed and replen-
ished.

Beautiful St. Francis Springs Prayer Center is the set-
ting for our gathering in spiritual community to rest 
and reflect on how we might open to all that life is of-
fering us. The trails and gardens, benches by streams 
and waterfalls, fireside easy chairs and meditation 
rooms provide their own sacred spaces, inviting us to 
explore the inner landscapes of our faith.

The retreat begins at 2pm on Sunday and ends at 2pm 
on Monday. There is also a Sunday-only option for 
those who cannot stay overnight. 

Registration begins April 1 at westpreschurch.org/
events or through the church office. If you have ques-
tions, contact Jane Sharp at janegsharp@gmail.com or 
Butch Sherrill at butch.sherrill@westpreschurch.org. 

Join us as we explore the deep landscapes of the spiri-
tual life.

Racial Equity Training

Quiet Spaces for Lent
We invite you to step away from busy schedules for 
a few minutes each Monday during Lent and savor 
a time of meditation and silence. Quiet Spaces for 
Lent meets each Monday for six weeks from 12pm—
12:30pm in the Chapel. Each week there will be 
scripture, a brief meditation, and some silence for 
prayerful reflection. 

All are welcome. No RSVP necessary.



 

March Announcements

March 3 Weaver House Breakfast
Westminster serves breakfast at the Greensboro 
Urban Ministry Weaver House Shelter the first 
Sunday of each month. Servers are always 
needed, so please join us!  Children elementary 
school age and older are welcome.  No sign-
up is necessary. Our next breakfast is Sunday, 
March 3,  at 6:45am. Please enter the GUM 
property by way of their loading dock entrance 
at 1002 South Eugene Street.  Park just south of 
the loading dock and enter the building by way 
of the first covered walkway door. Please contact 
Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.
org) if you have further questions.

JOY (Just Older Youth)
All seniors (60 years and older) are invited to join 
us this month at the J.O.Y. (Just Older Youth) 
luncheon at noon on Tuesday, March 26, in the 
Friendly Avenue Fellowship Hall. If you are not 
currently on the monthly call list and would like 
to attend, please contact the Church Office at 
336-299-3785 to make your reservation. 

Habitat Lunch Ministry
Volunteers Needed
Westminster will provide lunch on Saturday, 
March 30, for all volunteers building Habitat 
homes in Greensboro.  Westminster volunteers 
are needed to prepare lunch beginning at 
approximately 8:30am in the Westminster 
kitchen for delivery to the job site by 11am.  This 
is a great opportunity for all ages!  To sign up or for 
more information, please contact Irene Linford, 
Westminster’s Habitat Lunch coordinator, at 
336-662-9814 or Ann Comfort in the Church 
Office (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org).

Diaper and Wipes Shower for 
Emeline Uwizeye

Emeline and 
her family are 
sponsored by our 
Refugee Ministry. 
Please help us 
celebrate with 
Emeline on the 
birth of her 7th 
child, Parfait 
Uwizeye, a boy, 
who arrived 
on Thursday,  

February 14, at 7 lbs. 13 oz.  Both Emeline 
and Parfait Uwizeye are doing great.  
Westminster is collecting size 1, 2 and 3 
disposable diapers and baby wipes for the 
family.  Please place your donations in the 
collection bins outside Fellowship Hall.  A 
“Match Team” from Westminster’s Refugee 
Ministry has surrounded this Congolese 
Family for almost a year helping them learn 
English, navigate life, employment, school, 
health care and so much more in their new 
country.  

Outrageous Outreach 
Our 4th-5th graders’ fellowship and mission 
group has two events to plan for - both of them 
are immediate:

Pancakes for Mardi Gras/Ash Wednesday
Children and parents will be cooking pancakes, 
bacon, and more for the Mardi Gras dinner 
before the Ash Wed service on March 6. Sign 
up on your Church Life app or on the website.

Outdoor Challenge Camp, June 21—28, 
registrations are closing March 10. This week of 
ropes course, rappelling, white water adventures 
and more is specifically designed to explore and 
enhance self-esteem, community building, and 
seeing God's work in our lives. Sign up on your 
Church Life app or westpreschurch.org/events.

Passport Camp For 3rd through 5th 
Graders
PASSPORT at Montreat is a unique family 
time away in the Blue Ridge Mountains in 
the heat of the summer. The theme this year 
is FEARLESS (1 Cor 16:13-14). Parents and 
children will participate in recreation, worship, 
devotions, Bible study, and other camp activities. 
PASSPORT intentionally creates an intimate, 
grace-filled, low-pressure environment for your 
children to build their spiritual foundation. If 
your child wants to attend and you are unable, 
we can accommodate you. 

Vacation Bible School for Everyone
Join us  July 21-24 from 5:30pm—7:30pm as we 
explore Christmas in July! This intergenerational 
event will explore the stories of Advent with 
games, Scripture, music, drama, and fellowship. 
The cost is $20 per person with a $35 family 
maximum. Supper included.  Register at 
westpreschurch.org/events.

A Service of Wholeness and Healing
March 31st, 7pm
We hope you will consider joining this worship 
service as part of your Lenten practice. Surprises, 
twists, and stressful moments are part of all 
journeys worth embarking on. During this service 
we’ll take time to pause and invite God’s peace 
to join us on the journey wherever it is taking 
us. Through moments of spoken word, song, 
and silence we’ll pray for peace for ourselves, 
our community, and the world. As with all our 
Services of Healing and Wholeness, pastors and 
elders will offer to anyone who wishes a time of 
anointing and prayer.  
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I am excited to announce ROCK CAMP at Westminster, a new musical endeavor that will not only appeal to our Westminster youth 
but to the Greensboro youth community at large. ROCK CAMP will take place at Westminster the week of June 17—21 from 
5:30pm—8:30pm and will culminate with a concert on Friday night, June 21, for parents and friends at an offsite venue.

ROCK CAMP at Westminster is a dream that I’ve had for many years. I have been playing in bands since my early 20s and it has 
been one of the most rewarding experiences of my life. What is even more rewarding is being a band leader and forming, instructing, 
and shaping bands with our youth. Over the years I have been amazed at how music bonds our young people together in ways that 
would be otherwise impossible. I have seen this most recently with our own Westminster Youth Band. Being part of a band creates 
a sense of community; a small group that is empowered by the same collective goal to accomplish something phenomenal together. 

ROCK CAMP at Westminster will provide an opportunity for youth in middle and high school to come together for a week to learn 
how to play and sing some of their favorite songs and to perform those songs live on stage in a band with their peers. While at camp, 
each youth will be put into a band with other peers of their same musical proficiency and will receive instruction and guidance 
from their band leader as well as from instrumental and vocal instructors. There will be breakout sessions for sectional rehearsals 
and private instruction. At the end of the week the bands will hold a concert for their parents and friends at an offsite music venue. 
ROCK CAMP will provide an opportunity for Westminster’s young people to play music together, and it will also provide an 
outreach opportunity for community youth to play music with our kids.  If you are interested in volunteering to help with ROCK 
CAMP, please contact me at clint.whitlow@westpreschurch.org. Please feel free to call me with any questions you may have.

Thanks,
Director of Music,
Clint Whitlow

ROCK CAMP DETAILS

When:   
June 17-21, 2019
Camp is Monday – Friday, 5:30-8:30pm at Westminster and open to rising 6th-completed 12th grades.

Bands:  
Each band will consist of guitar, bass, drums, keyboards, vocals.  
Band members will need to be somewhat proficient on their instrument.

Concert:  
Friday, June 21, at 5:30pm until

Cost:  
$40 per camper, for the week. Dinner is provided and scholarships are available.

ROCK CAMP at Westminster is made possible by The Excellence in Music Endowment.
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Palm Sunday
“Steal Away” 9:30am • 11am worship services
As we embark on the journey through Holy Week, ‘Steal 
Away’ will explore the deep riches that await us when 
we live a life of surrender.  Join the Chancel Choir, 
Handbell Choir, and guest instrumentalists for an eclectic 
experience including deeply meaningful readings and 
wildly diverse music, including jazz, spirituals, and rock.
 
Maundy Thursday
7pm Worship Service
 
Good Friday
7pm Tenebrae Service
 
Easter
6:30am Sunrise Service at Bev and Mark Hill’s home
9am led musically by the Worship Band
11am led musically by the Chancel Choir and organ

Easter Schedule



Sunday Night Life

March & April
Classes begin at 5pm followed by a meal in the Fellowship Hall. A $5 love offering will be collected for adults. Children and 
youth eat free. If you would like to be added to the standing reservation list, please call the Church Office at 336-299-3785. 
You can also RSVP at westpreschurch.org/snl.

K—5th graders: Holy Moly!
Kids will enjoy animated videos, creative activities, and age-appropriate Bible explorations. 

Middle School WYFi
5pm—6:30pm WYFi in Room 100
6:30pm Sunday Night Life Dinner

High School WYFi
6:30pm Sunday Night Life Dinner
7pm—8:30pm WYFi in Room 100

Holy Week Celebration for All Ages! | April 14 
Through interactive activities, all ages will have a visual and sensory experience walking a circuit of spirituality 
practices at seven individual stations, ending with a labyrinth of lights. We hope the sacredness of this inward journey 
will enhance our journey outward into Holy Week. Following this is story time and an egg hunt. 

The Inward Journey | March 3—April 28 (excluding Easter Sunday)
Using a new video series from Second Breath (formerly the Servant Leadership School of Greensboro), Ernie will help 
us look at how Scripture, science and the Christian wisdom tradition all point to ways in which spiritual practices can 
be transforming. We'll watch brief video presentations, have time for table discussions, and try out various practices 
that help us experience God's presence and love.

The Artisan Soul | March 3—April 7
Scott Neely, a longtime Presbyterian and local artist, will help us explore Erwin McManus’ The Artisan Soul: Crafting 
Your Life into a Work of Art. With poignant, inspirational stories and insights from art, life, and scripture interspersed 
throughout, this book walks readers through the process of crafting a life of beauty and wonder. This will be a time 
to explore your individual self and to understand that you are both a work of art and an artist at work! Absolutely no 
specific skills required! It's about the process of crafting! Please bring an 8.5 X 11 sketch pad. Books can be purchased 
from church for $10 up until March 10.

In the Garden | March 3—April 7
This hands-on class will help update the work started last fall in the Serenity Garden on the back of the Talent Field 
and work with the landscaping in this area. Additionally, the group will plant a variety of spring vegetables in the raised 
beds at the church and learn all about vegetable gardening in the Piedmont. Leaders Dale Mitchell and Emily Reeve.

The Universal Christ | March 31–April 28 (excluding Easter Sunday)
In this class, we will explore a new webinar by Richard Rohr—a well-known spiritual writer and speaker— which 
explores explore how "Jesus" and "Christ" reveal the divine wholeness at the heart of things and for our universe. This 
class will be facilitated by Terri Burleson.
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