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Lent, Parkland and Bridging our Divides

We began the season of Lent with many of us are grieving and angry about another 
school shooting with 17 children and adults killed in Parkland Florida.
 
We all agree that we need to do everything we can to put to an end these shootings and 
so many other terrible acts of violence in our nation, but we do not all agree on how 
best to do that.
 
At Westminster, we welcome people from many different perspectives, theological 
and political. Those differences can make conversation about topics like gun violence 
challenging, but our differences also allow us to have a richer conversation than is 
possible most other places in these polarized times. We do not all agree, but we are 
bound together by a common commitment to following Christ, and at Westminster, we 
are committed to addressing significant social issues in light of the Jesus’ teachings.
 
We invite you to be a part of that conversation, and we will continue to look for other 
ways that to create healthy conversations that lead to action and change, conversations 
that heal rather than deepening our divides. Our children’s and youth ministries have 
resources for parents to help address their children’s anxieties and fears and Sam and 
Lynn are available to talk to parents, youth and children. We welcome your input on 
how we can best address this and other issues as we pray and work for God’s will to be 
done on earth.
 
The apostle Paul says, “I do not want you to grieve as those who have no hope.” We 
certainly grieve this morning for the people of Parkland and for all those who lives have 
been torn apart by violence, but we do not grieve as those who have no hope. Because 
we follow a suffering and a risen Lord, we believe in transformation and new life, and 
we commit our lives to be a part of God’s great work of healing and reconciliation.

Ernie, Butch, Sam & Lynn
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The Pastor’s Column

Births
Mia Marcella Rhine, 

granddaughter of Steve Fricke
 

Deaths
William Douglas Henderson, Sr. 

on February 4

 Life’s Passages

In this season of Lent we are looking in our weekly worship and in our “Lent in Our Living Room” small 
groups at the last 24 hours of Jesus life – from “The Upper Room to Garden Tomb.”

As I have been pondering these Scripture passages I’m stuck by how they lift up the deep brokenness 
within the world and the brokenness within. From the disciples who deny and desert Jesus, to the religious 
leaders who condemn him, to the politicians who seek to satisfy the crowd rather than doing what they 
know is right, to the ordinary men and women who join in humiliating Jesus, there is no one who is 
righteous.

But the Scripture passages also remind us that God enters into the brokenness of this world to bring healing and forgiveness 
and transformation and new life. The bad news is real and cannot be ignored. But there is also good news. Evil and death and 
violence will have their say. But the final word belongs to God. The final word is life and light and love. And that is good news.

We continue to get bad news when we look at the world around us, and that bad news is real. Evil and death and violence 
and sin continue to do their work. In the season of Lent we recognize this brokenness. But we also look and long for God’s 
transforming love and commit our lives to be a part of God’s great work of healing and reconciliation.

If you’d like to be a part of one of the “Lent in Our Living Room” small groups you can sign up at westpreschurch.org/SNL or 
by contacting Lynn Turnage (lynn.turnage@westpreschurch.org). 

One of the concrete ways that we participate in God’s work in the world is through our local, national and international mission 
and outreach. There are still spaces available for the Mexico mission trip June 30-July 8 and the second Nicaragua mission 
trip July 21-28.  Anyone interested should contact Butch Sherrill (butch.sherrille@westpreschurch.org) for information and 
registration.

Your pastor,

Ernie

Notes to the Congregation
Dear Church Friends, 

Charlie and I moved to Greensboro in July 2010 to be near our 
daughter, Janet Daw, and her family. We did some visiting to other 
churches, but decided on Westminster. We were warmly welcomed 
and even attended the JOY Group as Janet was helping with it. Charlie 
had some significant health problems but dealt with them with humor 
and courage. He died on 10/29/17 in skilled care at Well•Spring.

The letter writing ministry let us know we were in your prayers. 
We received visits, phone calls and letters that kept our spirits high. 
Thank you for the love, care and great concerned showed to me 
and our family. We are fortunate to be a part of this little large, but 
wonderfully caring congregation. You have held us close and blessed 
us with your love. 

Thank you,
Jean King
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WYFi Connection
Westminster Youth have had a great start to 2018!

The Confirmation Class traveled to Washington, DC over the long weekend of MLK Day for their annual Pilgrimage Retreat.  
The weekend included helping clean and maintain shelter for those experiencing homelessness, food preparation and distribution, 
worship and fellowship.  The youth also had the honor to hear from speakers from the National Coalition for Homelessness, 
folks who had experienced the impact of homelessness and circumstances surrounding what leads to and how to get out of it. In 
addition to the weight of their words, the youth had an opportunity to contribute their own words to their observations and new 
understanding of the epidemic.  While learning what it means to be the hands and feet of Christ, they also learned what it means 
to be the ears.

We also launched our Coffee House and Open Mic Night!  Traditionally, the fourth Sunday night of the month is a “night off” 
for youth since they work hard to prepare for youth worship, which is every fourth Sunday at 11am in the Chapel.  In 2018, 
each 4th Sunday night, the youth will gather in room 100 from 5—7pm for drinks and goodies, fellowship, and a variety of fun 
performances!  

The Youth thank you for your generous support of the Souper Bowl of Caring.  We surpassed our goal and raised $2,000!  A special 
treat this year was the visit and presentation by John McCall following the 11am worship services.  A tremendous thanks to all the 
youth and volunteers who helped sell tickets, prepare and sell food and clean up….lots of clean up….we aren’t the neatest when 
it comes to food!

On February 25, our Confirmation students helped lead worship, and 18 made a public profession of their faith after completing 
our 15-week program.  We look forward to watching and learning from these new members of our congregation.  We ask that you 
pray for all of the members of the class, and look for ways to help them continue to learn how walking with Jesus creates a full 
and grace filled life.
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March Ca lendar and Announcements
Announcing Parents' Time Out
Hosted by OO
Yes, Outrageous Outreach (4th-5th graders) just 
finished the Pancake/Ash Wed evening and did a 
fantastic job.  Now the are going to give parents a 
special treat.

On March 3, from 5-7pm, parents get a couple 
of free hours.  Bring your child (3rd grade and 
younger) with a sack supper. We'll play, do a fun 
Bible Study, feed them, and play with them. 

OO will stay after Parents' Time Out, eat pizza, 
debrief this service project, watch a movie, and 
prep to serve breakfast on Sunday morning at 
Weaver House. Parents of OO child can pick up 
their children at 9am on Sunday, March 4, or OO 
will sit together in worship that Sunday and meet 
you afterwards. Watch your email for specifics!

Volunteers Needed for 
Weaver House Breakfast
Westminster serves breakfast at the Greensboro 
Urban Ministry Weaver House Shelter the first 
Sunday of each month. If this is a ministry you 
have been curious about and/or you would like 
to get involved, we can definitely plug you in.  
Children elementary school age and older are 
welcome with a parent or responsible adult.  No 
sign up is necessary. Our next breakfast is Sunday, 
March 4 at 6:45am. Please enter the GUM 
property by way of their loading dock entrance 
at 1002 South Eugene Street.  Park just south of 
the loading dock and enter the building just north 
of the loading dock by way of the first covered 
walkway door.  Please contact Ann Comfort (ann.
comfort@westpreschurch.org) if you have further 
questions.

Circle Meetings
Tuesday Evening Circle will meet March 13 
at 7pm at the Redington House at the Friendly 
Campus.

Wednesday Morning Circle will meet on March 
14 at 10am in the Fellowship Hall at the Friendly 
Avenue Campus.

Recruiting for Community Housing 
Solutions Home Repair Project
On Saturday, March 24 Westminster volunteers 
will build a ramp or provide home repairs for a 
low-income Guilford County homeowner through 
Community Housing Solutions. We are recruiting 
a team of 10 – 15 people ages 14 and up. The 
workday is from 8 am to 3:30pm. No experience 
is necessary, but welcomed. To sign up or for 
more information, please contact Bert Andia at 

theandias86@gmail.com or 336- 312-2589. You 
may also contact Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@
westpreschurch.org)

JOY (Just Older Youth)
All seniors 60+ are welcome to join us at noon 
on Tuesday, March 27 for our monthly JOY 
luncheon and program.  Our speaker this month 
is Max L. Carter who has recently retired from 
Guilford College where he was the William R. 
Rogers Director of Friends Center and Quaker 
Studies.  A recorded Friends minister, her grew 
up on an Indiana dairy farm in a predominately 
Quaker community.  His topic will be "Who ARE 
These Parculiar People Called Quakers?  And 
What Are They Doing in Guilford County?" We 
ask that you call the office at 336-299-3785 to 
make a reservation by noon on Monday if you are 
not currently on the reservation call list but would 
like to attend. 

Men’s Getaway Weekend
Sign-ups are underway for the Men’s Weekend 
April 20-22 at Mt. Mitchell Golf Club in 
Burnsville, NC.  Tucked in North Carolina’s 
Blue Ridge Mountains, Mt. Mitchell Golf Club  
boasts one of the top ten public golf courses in 
North Carolina, trout fishing in the South Toe 
River, as well as beautiful hiking trails. Golfers 
will play 18 holes Saturday and Sunday, and non 
golfers will have several other activities to choose 
from.  Enjoy two nights lodging in condos and 
meals in a casual atmosphere with wonderful 
views of Mt. Mitchell.  Brochures with details 
are now available at the Connecting Point at both 
campuses.  Registration is open until March 15.  
Please submit a deposit of $100 at the time of 
registration.  Questions?  Contact Suzanne andia 
at suzanne.andia@westpreschurch.org.

Discovering & Connecting the Faith
This is a 2-week class meeting Sunday, April 8 
and April 15 from 12:15—2pm in the Friendly 
Avenue Fellowship Hall with lunch included.  
The class is especially designed for new members 
and visitors who would like to know more about 
the Presbyterian Church (USA) and Westminster 
in particular and is led by Ernie Thompson and 
the Congregational Connections Team.  To sign 
up contact the church office at 336-299-3785.  
Childcare is available upon request.

Church School Shepherds Needed
Are you good with kids? Are you looking for a 
way to deepen your faith?  Each Church School 
class for kids three—5th grade requires two 
shepherds—two adults willing to commit to 
sharing a lesson and engaging our kids in faith. 
Our staff will provide all the resources you need 

to lead and learn with your kids.  Commitment 
is based on your schedule; you can teach every 
Sunday, once a month, or once in awhile! We 
invite you to walk with our kids on their faith 
journey; we guarantee that you will get more 
out of it than you give.  To volunteer or learn 
more, contact Lynn Turnage (lynn.turnage@
westpreschurch.org).

Homework Helpers Needed at 
Eastside Park
The Eastside Park Afterschool Program, 
coordinated by Westminster member Susan 
Wetzel, is in need of homework helpers.  Children 
Kindergarten through 6th grade attend Monday 
through Thursday from 3—5pm and 7 volunteers 
are needed each day.  Volunteers usually commit 
for one day per week.  

To volunteer or for more information, please 
contact Susan Wetzel at 336-282-7329, 336-706-
2488, or wetzel10s@aol.com or Ann Comfort in 
the church office.

3rd Grade Bible Discovery
3rd Graders are learning about the Bibles they 
received in the fall. It takes place during the 
church school hour (9:30—10:30am) on the 4th 
Sundays of the month  at the Friendly campus. 
March 25, April 29, and May 20 will be our 
final the  Bible Discovery classes. Parents will 
meet at the same 9:30 hour on Sunday, March 25, 
Rm 106. These are fun learning opportunities that 
help our children get to know the Bible, and help 
them along their faith journey. 

Westminster Camps for Children
Opportunities for your children to grow in their 
faith this summer: 
• Passport Camp at Montreat, July 2—5.   

This conference-model camp is for current 
3rd—5th graders and their chaperones. $300 
per camper (scholarships available) $100 
deposit required. 

• Outdoor Challenge for current 4th—5th 
graders, July 6—13.  This  adventure camp 
begins at Camp Lookout in NW Georgia 
for community building, rappelling, ropes 
course, paddling prep, and caving. Then 
we move to SE Tennessee for tent camping, 
hiking, biking and paddling the Hiawasee.   
$510 per camper (scholarships available). 
$100 deposit required.

Registration is open.  To register, send Lynn 
your child's name, DOB, and grade. Your deposit 
confirms your registration.
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In conjunction with our Lenten sermon series—From Upper Room to Garden Tomb—we invite you to take a deeper 
look at the day that changed everything. All adults will participate in small discussion groups studying “24 Hours 
That Changed the World,” by Adam Hamilton. Drawing on insights from history, archaeology, geography, and the Bi-
ble, Hamilton takes us to the Holy Land and provides a deeper understanding of the most amazing day in history.  
All adults will meet in the Fellowship Hall for an introduction and prayer before breaking off into smaller 
groups for discussion.

adults
March 4, 11, 18, 25

Why does the triumph of the cross matter to our children and youth? What can they learn from the 24 hours leading 
up to Jesus’ death? Children will explore how this one day changed their world too with age-appropriate activities.  
Children will meet in Room 107. 

k-5th  graders  
March 4, 11, 18, 25

wYfi (Westminster Youth Fellowship incorporated) 
Middle School
5pm—7pm 

High School
6:30pm—8:30pm

lent
in our living room

Classes, unless otherwise noted, begin at 5pm followed by a home-cooked meal. We feel there is no better way to connect than 
sharing a meal, and we encourage you to join us no matter what time your class ends. Children and youth eat free of charge. A $5 
love offering is suggested for adults. 
Reservations can be made online at www.westpreschurch.org/SNL or by filling out a Worship  Response Card on Sunday mornings. 

Special Opportunity for Families: Easter Egg Hunt 
Toddlers through fifth graders are invited to join us with their parents from 4:30pm—5pm on 
March 25 for an Easter story and Easter egg hunt! Meet us in the Fellowship Hall!



Like us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/westminsterpresbyterianchurchGSO

Westminster has joined Twitter.  Follow us at  @WPC_Greensboro.


