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The Westminster Presbyterian 
household is invited to step back in 
time to Rome, exploring the life of the 
apostle Paul and the underground church. 
Kids and adults will participate together 
in a memorable Bible-times Marketplace, 
learn fun and meaningful songs, play team 
building games, try some Roman snacks 
and visit Paul while he’s under house arrest. 
Each day begins and ends with Extollo—a 
time of upbeat worship.

You don’t want to miss this special 
summer event from 5:30pm—7:30pm 
(including dinner).   

VBS FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

What’s in this for adults? Adults will have 
a chance to mix and mingle with peers and 
with the children of Westminster. All 
participants will learn about the life and 
times of the underground church and the 
Apostle Paul’s work from jail through 
drama, activities, and music.

Are there separate ‘tracks’ for 
children, youth, adults? No. All 
individuals and families will be mixed 
into “family groups” with designated 
leaders to usher their group through the 
two hours of intergenerational learning 
and fun.

What about youth? Youth will be placed 
in groups as assistants to help the family 
leader and the children, or they may choose to 
simply participate.

What is the schedule? We will gather in 
our “family groups” for a light supper and 
Extol– a time of upbeat worship for 
everyone. Family groups will then move to a 
series of intergenerational activities throughout 
the building.

How will groupings of people be decided? 
All registrants will be placed in groups 
of multiple ages of adults and children 
Parents of the youngest children will be 
assigned with their children, although parents 
may be split and each take some of their 
children in separate groups.

Why is this $25/person? The cost includes all 
supplies and all four meals. There is also a $50 
family max. Scholarships are available by 
contacting Lynn Turnage.

Do you need help? Yes! First, we need you to 
register! Then, if you have questions or 
desire to help (drama, marketplace, etc), 
please contact Adrienne Gramberg (adrienne. 
gramberg@yahoo.com), Lynn Turnage (lynn. 
turnage@westpreschurch.org), or Leslie 
Hennigan (leslie.hennigan@westpreschurch. 
org).

Come have a great time of bible study, 
community building, and intergenerational 
fellowship!
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Deaths
Dwight Holshouser on May 1

Maurice Bason on May 8
Earle Smith on May 9

Bonna Jean Jernigan on May 11
Will Harris on May 25

 New Members  Life's Passages
Friends of Westminster,

Thank you for all the many acts of kindness 
and love you have shared with our family 
since John’s death. The beautiful memorial  
service and reception meant so much to all of 
us. Thank you to John’s Church School Class 
that he cherished for years. We appreciate 
everyone’s support and your continued  
prayers.

Janie Wright and family

 Notes to the Congregation

3704 Friendsview Way
Greensboro, NC  27410

Joined: May 6

Caron & Michael Amend

The Pastor’s Column
As we begin the month of June I’m thinking about Summer, Sabbaticals and Sabbath.

Butch Sherrill will be taking an overdue Sabbatical beginning July 16th. Sabbaticals are common in 
academic settings, where professors are given a period of time when they can focus on research and 
writing. In recent years many churches have adopted Sabbatical policies for pastors. The focus for 
churches tends to be on providing a time for rest, renewal and learning, all of which benefit both the 
pastor and the church.

I confess that at one time I was a little skeptical about pastors getting Sabbaticals. There are many 
professions and jobs where people work long and difficult hours, where there are no Sabbaticals. But after having several 
friends go on Sabbatical, they convinced me to mention it to the Personnel Committee of the church I was serving, and after 
seven years of service there I was given a ten week Sabbatical. It was a gift for me and my family and I think also for the church. 

There are great joys that come with pastoral work, but there are some unique burdens as well. When I arrived in Wilmington a 
Baptist pastor told me that the longer you stay the harder the funerals become. After 15 years in Wilmington, I understood what 
he meant. Pastors have the privilege of being with people in some of the most joyful and the most difficult places in life, and 
the deeper the relationship the deeper the shared grief. There is a cumulative burden to that. 

And then there is what pastors called “the relentless return of the Sabbath” – a new sermon to prepare and preach, and always 
something that needs attention. Someone told me early in my ministry, “You have to choose what you’re going to feel guilty 
about.” Some things will always be left undone.

I’m grateful that Westminster has chosen to support our pastors by granting them some time away after a significant period of 
service. We will miss Butch in his time away, but he will come back renewed and revitalized and it will be a blessing for all of 
us.

This idea of Sabbaticals is Biblical, and connected with the idea of Sabbath rest. In six days God created heaven and earth, and 
on the seventh day God rested. Over and over again, God tells his people to practice this rhythm of work and rest. The weekly 
Sabbath, one day each week for rest and worship and renewal, is God’s gift to us, a gift we do not always recognize or accept, 
which is our loss.

We sometimes do better in the summer, which is one thing I love about this season. The schedule becomes a little less hectic. 
The days are longer. We plan time away and time with family and friends.

Summer, Sabbaticals and Sabbath – they are all God’s gifts, gifts we desperately need.

Ernie

Westminster’s Contemplative Ministry 
and Micah Connection group are co-
sponsoring a workshop to provide spiritual 
support and restoration to those working 
in the social justice sphere. Led by Dr. 
Margaret Benefiel, executive director of the 
Shalem Institute for Spiritual Foundation 
in Washington, D.C., the workshop will be 
held from 1—4pm on Monday, July 23 at 

the Lake Brandt Campus. 

“In 21st century Western culture, leaders are rewarded for 
their drive, decisiveness, productivity and long work hours,” 
Benefiel explains. “Especially in the social justice arena, 
burnout is rampant."

What would it look like for activists to cultivate the inner 
life, to step off the treadmill, to take time apart for personal 
reflection, in order to be more resilient? What would 
leadership arising from a core of contemplative grounding 
and compassion look like?”

Prior to joining Shalem in 2015, Benefiel ran Executive 

Soul, a consulting and coaching firm helping leaders and 
organizations express their deepest values institutionally. She 
is a Quaker who holds Masters degrees in mathematics and 
theology and a PhD in spirituality from Catholic University 
of America.

The workshop will be experiential, with participants’ own 
leadership experiences serving as the basis for reflection 
and discernment. It will be open to the community, and 
Westminster is especially inviting leaders who serve with our 
partner community organizations. 

Childcare will be provided upon request. To sign up for the 
workshop, please email ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org. 
The deadline for registration is July 16.

Dr. Margaret Benefiel

Resilience for Activists Workshop Scheduled for July 23
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June Ca lendar and Announcements
June 3 Weaver House Breakfast
Westminster serves breakfast at the Greensboro 
Urban Ministry Weaver House Shelter the 
first Sunday of each month. Servers are always 
needed, so please join us! Children elementary 
school age and older are welcome.  No sign up 
is necessary. Our next breakfast is Sunday, June 
3 at 6:45am. Please enter the GUM property 
by way of their loading dock entrance at 1002 
South Eugene Street.  Park just south of the 
loading dock and enter the building just north of 
the loading dock by way of the first covered 
walkway door. Please contact Ann Comfort 
(ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org) if you have 
further questions.

Spring Cleaning?   
Remember The Barnabas Network
The Barnabas Network provides basic home 
furnishings to qualified families and individuals 
who are transitioning from homelessness, 
fleeing abuse, recovering from flood or fire or 
resettling refugees. Westminster supports the 
ministry of The Barnabas Network financially 
and through periodic on-site collections. 

The Barnabas Network is especially in need 
of gently used pots, pans, silverware.  Sheets, 
blankets, bath towels, furniture and 
basic household items are always welcome, too. 
Please drop off small items with Ann Comfort 
in the Church Office or at the home of Frannie 
Motley. For large furniture items, please schedule 
a pickup with Barnabas by calling 
336-370-4002. Please ontact Ann Comfort
(ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org) or Frannie
Motley (336-288-9023) with any questions.

Kid “Croc’s” for Mexico Mission Trip
The Westminster mission team serving in 
Yucatan, Mexico June 30—July 8 is collecting 
“Croc’s” style plastic shoes to share with local 
children. Lack of adequate footwear can 
cause injuries, soil-transmitted diseases and 
parasites, and make it impossible for children to 
attend school. Thank you for contributing either 
new or gently used “Croc’s” style shoes  and 
leaving them in the bins at either campus 
during the month of June. Toddler and 
children’s sizes only, please.

Fresh Mobile Market 
Volunteers Needed
Westminster volunteers are needed this summer 
on Saturdays June 16, July 21 and August 18 and 
the third Saturday morning of each month in 2018 
for our Out of the Garden Project Fresh Mobile 
Market.  Youth ages 13 – 16 are welcome with 
a parent or responsible adult.  Sign up via 
westpreschurch.org/signup or contact Ann 
Comfort (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org) 

OOTGP Fresh Mobile Markets take place at high 
need Guilford County Schools and food deserts. 
Each location serves between 50-90 families 
with 50-70 pounds of fresh, frozen and non-
perishable food.

New Summer Worship Bags
Children can listen better when they have 
something to hold or manipulate while they 
listen.  Beginning Sunday, June 3 in the 
Narthex, you will find a new collection of 
worship tools/manipulatives for your child.
Retrieve an empty worship bag and   pick 
from...

• Coloring sheets
• Colored pencils
• Books
• The "usual" manipulatives
• New manipulatives

Please tell your children that they may pick 
two items or more. If it helps, you can put them 
in two separate worship bags. Paper they color 
may be taken home; everything else goes back 
in its place on the cart at the end of worship. 
We suggest saving at least one manipulative for 
the sermon!

Help your readers know where we are in the 
service, even check off the items in the bulletin as 
we go. Help them read/follow the words of the 
songs in the bulletin or hymn book.

You will learn about worshiping God by watching 
your children worship and share your children's 
insights - they are grace-incarnate!

.

Westminster volunteers at the April 21, 2018 
Fresh Mobile Market

Dinner for Pathways Family 
Shelter – 2018 openings
Westminster provides dinner for the families 
at Pathways Center, a GUM temporary 
family shelter, the third Thursday of each 
month.  We have several 2018 openings 
including June 21, August 16, and 
September 20. If you are interested in 
preparing and serving dinner for the Pathways 
Shelter guests, please sign up at 
westpreschurch.org/signup or contact Dottie 
Henderson at 336-765-4733 or Ann Comfort 
(ann. comfort@westpreschurch.org) 

This is a great service activity for Westminster 
families, small groups, Bible studies, 
confirmation groups, Church School classes, 
or a group of friends. Costs are reimbursable.

Westminster Church Family,

Since January, together we have assisted 
57 people in our programs who needed 
help with transportation. Your financial 
support has allowed us to purchase bus 
passes and gas to share with clients. These 
resources have been used primarily in our 
Emergency Assistance and Weaver House 
Night Shelter programs.   Gas assistance 
and bus passes would not have been 
available without your generous donation, 
and they have helped dozens of people 
get to work, job interviews and other 
important appointments. Thank you for 
your support. 

 Tyra
Tyra C. Clymer
Director of Emergency Assistance 
Greensboro Urban Ministry
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On Sunday April 15, while many were safely gathered at Westminster for SNL, an F2 tornado 
struck eastern Greensboro destroying and damaging homes, schools and businesses.  Our 
community, including Westminster, immediately pulled together to help those impacted.  At the 
request of Mustard Seed Community Health, we sent three separate work teams to the Cottage 
Grove neighborhood to secure homes and move debris.  We collected recovery supplies and 639.5 
lbs. of non-perishable food for Guilford County Food Pantry.  Out of the Garden Project asked 
us to prepare and serve an evening meal and distribute fresh food boxes to families in the Peeler 
Elementary neighborhood.  Guilford Education Alliance requested assistance sorting the 4 plus 
busloads of school supplies they received to help impacted Guilford County schools and students, 
including supplies collected by one of our church school classes.  We also sent approximately $2300 
to the Community Foundation of Greater Greensboro and the United Way of Greater Greensboro 
for their Tornado Recovery Funds.  Thank you, Westminster, for responding immediately and 
compassionately to our neighbors impacted by this storm.  The Outreach Committee hopes to learn 
of other ways we can assist our ministry partners involved in the long-term recovery effort.  

 Tornado Relief

June 9 in the Friendly Avenue Fellowship Hall  | 9am—10:30am

The Annual Women's Getaway, September 14-16, is an opportunity to connect with other women. Back by popular demand, special guest speaker 
Kate Davelaar Guthrie will help us explore the freedom God desires for us. Whether you are a new participant or a seasoned attendee, this getaway 
fosters the love, support, and fellowship that is at the heart of church community.

Join us on June 9 at 9am in the Friendly Avenue Fellowship Hall for this wonderful fellowship opportunity and a chance to talk about what's in store 
for this year's retreat. The meal is free, but an optional $5 love offering will be collected at the door. Never been to the women’s getaway before? Come 
learn what this weekend is all about and why it can be meaningful for you! Love going? Come share your experiences!

RSVP for breakfast  at westpreschurch.org/womensgetaway by June 3. After June 3, please email Nancy Deaton (4deatons@gmail.com).

 Westminster's Serenity Garden
Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest. Mark 6:31

What would it feel like to be at Westminster, but not be at worship, a meeting, or an activity?  What 
if you could just take a break for a few minutes from our busy world and sit in a beautiful, woodland 
garden where you can see Westminster’s steeple? What if you wanted to talk with a friend in a quiet 
reverent space rather than a busy coffee shop? 

Now, you can. Just follow the path at the end of our parking lot that leads to the Redington house!  
There you will find a peaceful spot intentionally set aside for prayer, silence, and connection with 
God’s creation.

About a year ago, members of Westminster’s Contemplative Ministry began looking for a space at 
the church where people could be in God’s presence in a “quiet space”. Inside the busy halls of our church building, such a place 
was hard to find. Outside, it seemed we had a parking lot and Friendly Avenue.  Then someone suggested “Margaret’s Garden” or 
the Redington house back yard.

Margaret Golden lived in the Redington house for many years before it was sold to the church, and she loved to garden.  She planted 
azaleas, trillium, lenten roses, scilla, hostas, daffodils, acuba among the ancient oaks.  Creation of the current garden (a work in 
process!) became a discovery of the beauty of her work.

We extended the gravel path up into the woods and added a comfortable bench where you can see some surprises. Soon, we added 
wind chimes to an old buckeye tree, a birdfeeder, and a pair of chairs in the shade of a mossy patch.

You are invited to this space anytime. Jesus often withdrew to quiet places to pray. If he regularly needed such a space to just “be”, 
then surely so do we. Time in a quiet space can enhance our health, settle our mind, and deepen our spiritual journey. Come.

“This was what being a church family really means.” “It meant so much to be in a beautiful space with 
people who also needed to renew and recharge.” “I learned to be still and let it unfold. The light is within.”

These are few of the sentiments expressed by participants at the end of Westminster’s Contemplative 
Retreat, “Mindful Living: Spiritual Practices for Journeying with God.”

Twenty-three people gathered at St. Francis Springs Prayer Center on a beautiful April weekend to explore 
how they might bring more mindfulness into their lives. Sponsored by Westminster’s Contemplative 
Ministry, the retreat offered participants the opportunity to step away from busy schedules and become 
fully present to God’s spirit in their lives in every moment.

During the weekend, the group explored mindful living with others, themselves and in the world. 
Worship, fellowship, small group conversations, walks in the woods, and time for reflection created a 
rich experience. 

The next weekend retreat led by the Contemplative Ministry team is November 9-11. Mark your 
calendars!

 Contemplative Retreat Recap




