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by Robert Bell

Grimsley High School had two graduations 
this month: The one filled with pomp and 
circumstance and parents leaning over 
each other snapping pictures of freshly-
minted graduates, and the other that took 
place in a Hardee's. Let me explain.

Two years ago, Daniel and I met as part 
of a program between Westminster 
Presbyterian and Grimsley. The program, 
which started in 2016, pairs students 
in danger of not graduating with a 
Westminster volunteer to help them get 
back on track.

Daniel and I met every week during the fall 
of 2017 in Grimsley's media center. We 
worked on English II, Science, and Math, 
three of the four courses he needed to 
complete to graduate. It became obvious 
those first few weeks this would not be 
easy. Daniel's family is from Texas by way 
of Mexico City. He speaks English, but 
haltingly and softly. He is also a man of few 
words. By that, I mean five words: "Hello," 
"Yes, sir," "No, sir," and "Goodbye."

Whatever progress Daniel made came 
slowly. Slow enough that at the end of 
spring break, I told Daniel he was not going 
to finish the three courses in time to walk 
with classmates. True to his word, Daniel 
didn't say much. He didn't have to. I could 
tell he felt defeated the way his progress 
slowed even more. Hoping to motivate 
him, I resorted to what motivated me my 
senior year in high school: bribery.
"Just because you're not going to walk with 
your classmates doesn't mean you should 
give up,” I told him. “The day you graduate, 
I promise to take you out for dinner to any 
restaurant you want. So, where do you 
want to go?"

Daniel smiled, but true to his nature, he 
didn't say. He just stared at the floor.

"C'mon Daniel. I need to know so I can 
start saving up money."

After the longest time, Daniel looked up 
and smiled. "Hardee's?" he asked.

My wallet and I sighed. "Hardee's it is.”

I want to say Daniel knocked out those 
three classes with the greatest of ease. 
I want to say he showed up every week, 
with a charbroiled Frisco burger on his 
mind, ready to hit the books. Instead, life 
got in the way. Daniel's family needed him 
working to help make ends meet at home. 
He stocked shelves at the Super G and 
made beds at a hotel by the interstate. In 
between, we met in the Grimsley media 
center and squeezed in an online lesson 
here, a quiz there. One week, I showed up 
late and found Daniel reading a book about 
the military.

"Do you like the military?" I asked.

"Yes, sir."

"Which branch do you like most? Army, 
Navy, Air Force or Marines?"

Daniel stared at the floor. "Yes, sir," he said.

"No, which of those branches do you like 
the most?" I said. 

He looked up. "Maybe the Army?"

The next week we ditched the media 
center and visited an Army recruitment 
center on Battleground Avenue. The officer 
told Daniel if he graduated with a high 
school degree, he could take a test and, if 
he passed, he could join the Army. Then he 
proceeded to tell Daniel about the signing 
bonus.

Pick a metaphor. An incandescent light 
bulb slowly coming to life. Pistons clicking. 
Wheels turning. You could see it in Daniel's 
eyes. That was the day Daniel shoved me 
aside and took over his learning. Oh, we still 
met on an occasional Saturday morning or 



On Pentecost we celebrated the birth of the church and kicked off our campaign, “All In: Building 
Westminster’s Place of Community.” I’ve received positive responses about the plans to make our 
Sanctuary and facilities more welcoming, flexible, and functional while we repair or replace things 

that are broken. 

Things will begin to happen quickly now. Our last Sunday in the Sanctuary will be July 7, when we’ll share 
communion. On July 14, we’ll begin worshipping in the Fellowship Hall and the work will begin upstairs in the 
Sanctuary. We’ll be out of the Sanctuary an estimated 14 weeks, through early November. 

We have a transition team working on converting the Fellowship Hall to a worship space. We’ll continue our 
normal worship times at 9:30am and 11am on Sunday mornings. We’ll also put up some additional special needs 
parking since parking up front will not be available during construction. The work on the children’s rooms, adult 
rooms and office areas will not begin until at least January. 

I'm very pleased we've raised more than $1,000,000, half of our $2,000,000 goal. We are just getting started 
on our second goal of having 400 pledges or gifts. I hope you will look for an opportunity to join us for a building 
tour this summer to see the needs and hear about the possibilities. We’ll also have building campaign packets 
available all summer long in the Church Office or online at westpreschurch.org/allin.  

After you’ve had a chance to learn more, I hope you will consider making a gift or pledge. We’d like to have all 
our gifts and pledges in by August 25, our Blessing of the Backpacks service, which will also be a dedication 
service for the campaign. 

It is an exciting time for our church as we build Westminster’s place of community, a place that supports 
worship, mission and ministry. 
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Save the Date
September 29, 2019



 

Ju l y Announcements

Weaver House Breakfast
Our next Greensboro Urban Ministry Weaver 
House Shelter breakfast is Sunday, July 7. 
Servers and dining room volunteers are always 
needed at 6:45am, and no sign up is needed for 
this opportunity. Children elementary school 
age and older are welcome.

If you are able to arrive at 6am to help cook, 
please contact Ann Comfort prior to July 5 
(ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org).

Please enter the GUM property by way of their 
loading dock entrance at 1002 South Eugene 
Street. Park just south of the loading dock and 
enter the building just north of the loading dock 
by way of the first covered walkway door. 

Volunteers Needed for 
Fresh Mobile Market 
OOTGP Fresh Mobile Markets take place at high 
need GCS schools and Guilford County food 
deserts. Each location serves between 50 - 90 
families monthly with 50 – 70 pounds of fresh, 
frozen and non-perishable food. Westminster 
volunteers are needed on Saturdays July 20, 
August 17, September 21 and the third Saturday 
morning of each month in 2019. Youth ages 13 
– 16 are welcome with a parent or responsible 
adult. Registration is necessary and can be 
completed at westpreschurch.org/news or 
by contacting Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@
westpreschurch.org).

Habitat Lunch Volunteers 
Needed
Westminster will provide lunch on 
Saturday, July 20 for all volunteers building 
Habitat homes in Greensboro.  Westminster 
volunteers are needed to prepare lunch 
beginning at approximately 8:30am in the 
Westminster kitchen for delivery to the job site 
by 11am.  This is a great opportunity for all ages!  
To sign up or for more information, please 
contact Irene Linford, Westminster’s Habitat 
Lunch coordinator, at 336-662-9814 or Ann 
Comfort in the Church Office (ann.comfort@
westpreschurch.org). 

JOY (Just Older Youth)
There will be no lunch in July. Please mark your 
calendar for August 27. 

Women's Salad Supper
All women are invited to join us on August 7 
at 6pm for our annual Women’s Salad Supper. 
This annual event is open to all Westminster 
visitors and members. We invite you to bring 
any kind of salad to share while we listen 
to a presentation on the Amani Children's 
Foundation and women's reproductive health 
in Kenya.

Westminster will provide drinks, bread, 
and dessert. Please RSVP by visiting 
westpreschurch.org/events or by contacting 
Betsy Fitzmaurice in the Church Office, 
336-299-3785 or betsy.fitzmaurice@
westpreschurch.org.

Strokes of Genius
Westminster women and girls are invited to 
join us for a painting party on Tuesday, July 
16, from 6pm—8pm.  Cost is $30 per person 
which covers all painting supplies and light 
snacks. Artist Kara Elizabeth will help us create 
a masterpiece inspired by an angel painting by 
one of our own Westminster members, Kara 
Lewis. RSVP at westpreschurch.org/events. 
Childcare for babies-5 years will be available 
with RSVP. Questions? Contact Director of 
Congregational Connections Betsy Fitzmaurice 
(betsy.fitzmaurice@westpreschurch.org). 

Children's Summer Church 
School
This summer, Children’s Church School will be 
held at the 11 o’clock hour and will begin June 
9 and go through July. K-5th graders will meet 
together in Room 106. Babies-Pre-K will meet 
in the Nursery (Room 113). At 9:30am, children 
K-5th grade are invited to worship with their 
parents.

Please note:
First Sundays of the month are Communion 
Sundays and families are encouraged to 
worship together at both 9:30am and 11am. 
There will be no Church School in August.
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Interested in being able to  
use our church directory on your 
iPhone or Android? 

1) Email info@westpreschurch.org to 
get your assigned username/password.  

2) Download the ACS ChurchLife App 
 
3) Sign in! 

Access in three easy steps:
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 New Members

Births
Josephine Margaret Lawler, 

daughter of David and Haley Booe Lawler, 
granddaughter of Jim and Denise Booe

Nathaniel Allen Phelps, 
son of Drew and Kristin Phelps, 

grandson of Dave and Judy Phelps

 Deaths
Bob Davis on May 22 

Ben Scarboro on May 31 (former member)
Joe Crawford on June 2 (former member)

 Life's Passages

114-D Shore Lake Drive
Greensboro, NC 27455

Joined: April 28

Buster and Betty Hill

607 Woodvale Drive
Greensboro, NC 27410

Joined: May 19

Steve Daub

Thank you!

5684 Green Dale Court
Summerfield, NC 27358

Joined: May 26

Pamela and Chuck Lane

THURSDAY
 the EIGHTEENTH of JULY

at 5:30pm

SUNDAY
 the FOURTH of AUGUST

at 12:15pm or 5pm

SUNDAY
 the EIGHTEENTH of AUGUST

5pm

you are cordially invited
to attend a building tour with Ernie Thompson

and the Campaign Committee

No RSVP is necessary.
The tour will begin in the Fellowship Hall.

During a walking tour, you will have the opportunity to learn 
about the many ways in which our building is utilized for  
worship, practice, and community. But more importantly, you will 
be invited into an exciting glimpse of  our future and how you can 
be a vital part of  Building Westminster’s Place of Community.

Anniversaries
Buzz and Martha Snead, 

50 years on July 20

David and Jan Parker, 
50 years on June 28

Larry and Ann Hooker, 
50 years on June 20

No words are adequate to express our  
family's gratitude for the love, prayers, and 
support this congregation has given us these 
past 10+ years of Joe's journey with Alzheim-
er's. We simply say thank you and may you 
know always how much you have meant to 
us.

Bobbie Crawford and Family

803 Forest Hill Drive
Greensboro, NC 27410

Joined: April 28

Cathy Hill-Roberts
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after work at my office, but given a snapshot of his future, Daniel took charge of his education.

He knocked out his Environmental Science over the summer and then Math and English II. Last August there was only one class -- 
English III -- standing between Daniel and graduation. I thought this would be the most difficult class of all and in some ways it was. But 
in other ways, it was as if the curriculum was designed with Daniel in mind. 

After all, if you want a student to make a personal connection to social divides throughout The Great Gatsby, who better than a young 
man whose family lives in a cramped two-bedroom duplex and who takes an Uber to work every morning eating up his first two hours 
of pay. If you want to find a student who can relate to the struggle for the American Dream when reading "A Raisin in the Sun," look no 
further than the youngest son of immigrant parents still hoping for one of their children to graduate high school.

Last month I received a text from Daniel around midnight.

"Do I still get to go to Hardee's if I graduate?" he asked.

In truth, I'd forgotten our deal, but never let on.

"Not if you graduate -- when you graduate," I replied. "Why?"

"Just checking," Daniel wrote back. And I didn't hear from him again until June 7 when Marcia, Kate and I and the rest of our family 
members were sitting in the Greensboro Coliseum waiting for Riley and his classmates to graduate.

That’s when he sent me another text.

"I'm done," he wrote.

"What do you mean you're done?" I replied. 

"I finished English," he said. "I'm done."

I told him congratulations. I told him how proud I was of him, and how hard he worked and that I never stopped believing in him (even 
though some days the doubt really did creep in). I also told him he was wrong.

"You're not done," I said. "You're just beginning."

"Thx," he wrote, followed by a long line of smiling emojis. 
"Are we still going to Hardee's?"

* * * * * *
Riley lent me his Grimsley cap and gown and I told Daniel 
to bring his diploma with him to dinner. He asked if it was 
the same diploma my son got. I told him absolutely -- from 
the pen-and-ink drawing of Grimsley High School right 
down to the principal's signature -- and he smiled.

We talked some more and started planning his next steps 
in life. It was getting late. I told him I needed to go, but I had 
one more request. I asked him to put on Riley's cap and 
gown. Daniel seemed reluctant and asked why.

I told him every graduate deserves to be celebrated. I told 
him he didn't have to walk through the restaurant and 
wave to strangers eating an early dinner, but that he had 
to put on the cap and gown because I wanted him to save 
the pictures I was about to take. Someday, I told him, he 
will have children and they will struggle in high school and 
I want him to tell them about his own struggles and how 
he overcame them to be the first Espinoza to earn a high 
school diploma. He sipped his Sprite and, for the longest 
time, just sat there smiling at me.

Who knows what he was thinking? I'd like to think he was 
imagining a future Daniel walking through the front door 
with his two children racing to hug his legs after a long 
day's work. Or maybe he was thinking about how much 
he had accomplished these past two years, and if he could 
graduate from high school what else might he be able to 
accomplish over the next 70 years?

All I know is after giving it some thought, he slipped on 
Riley's gown in the Hardee's parking lot, adjusted the cap 
and smiled for the camera.

The ink is barely dry on Daniel Espinoza's diploma. Nothing 
against the rest of the Class of 2019, but in the slanting 
sunshine of a Hardee's parking lot, I saw a four-day-old 
Whirlie grad already making his mark on the world. I only 
hope the rest of his classmates can keep up.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Mission Trip to New Bern 
After Hurricane Florence blew through their neighborhoods in September 2018, you might say that Miss Mary and Miss Gloria were 
“in the same boat” figuratively, not literally.  They live in New Bern, North Carolina, a community of about 30,000 people.  It was one of 
the areas hardest hit by high winds and torrential rain when the storm just hovered over the area for several days.  Each of their homes 
experienced significant damage. 

In the days and weeks that followed they wondered where they might turn for help.  The answer was Fuller Center Disaster  
Rebuilders, a division of the Fuller Center for Housing. 

Their specialty — rebuilding mucked-out homes — was badly needed in this area.  They provide the construction leadership, tools and 
projects while volunteer teams provide the passion for serving families in need. 

That’s where Rose Gaiser, Dave Johnson, Frannie and Phil Motley, Tom O’Dell, Owen Sizemore, Dick Swanson and Butch Sherrill 
showed up.  Westminster sent our first team to New Bern from June 2-6 to work with the rebuilding efforts.  We spent Monday 
morning through Thursday afternoon working on three different houses. 

Miss Mary has lived in her New Bern, N.C., home for nearly 42 years, and she was not about to let Florence run her out of it.  Last 
September’s hurricane severely damaged the roof of this 87-year-old’s home, and a nonprofit helped by putting a tarp on it. When that 
tarp needed replacing, she turned to the Fuller Center Disaster Rebuilders.  Instead of just a new tarp, they helped her get a solid new 
roof.  Both her kitchen and bathroom were updated and a new ramp was installed for her entrance way.   

Our team completed her ramp and the pickets on the railing, helped restock her kitchen cabinets, did some minor painting and repairs 
and even washed and hung her curtains.  The day we left, her house was dedicated and she was able to spend the night at home once 
again.

Miss Gloria’s house was hit by a falling tree limb that severely damaged her roof and caused water damage and mold issues in part 
of the house. Fuller Center provided a new roof, including extending trusses for guttering that had been lacking. Miss Gloria uses a 
walker and a wheelchair, neither of which could be used in the bathroom because it was so small. So, the bathroom and a closet were  
reconfigured to accommodate her needs. Our team installed new flooring in the bedroom, living room, hallway and part of the kitchen. 
Outside, a new ramp was built and our team assisted with the final stages of building the ramp along with the railing and pickets.   

The third house was located 30 minutes away in Ahoskie.  Dave Johnson and Owen Sizemore assisted on a team that removed old, 
rotten floor joists and installed new ones.  We all agreed they had the hardest, heaviest, and dirtiest work assignment – but they were 
up to the task.  It is fair to say that all the work required great effort, but it was very rewarding to see the improvements at each site.  
And we rewarded ourselves a couple of evenings at the local Dairy Queen. 

We all returned, very tired, to our dry, organized, clean and sturdy homes.  The difference is, we returned with a grand sense of 
humility—hurricanes are not choosy which house they destroy—and with a grand sense of gratitude, both for what we have and for the 
opportunity to serve and help folks so close to home. 

Stay tuned for information about a future trip back to New Bern this fall. 
- Rose Gaiser and Butch Sherrill 
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On May 23 Westminster Mentors and their Grimsley 
High School Mentees celebrated a successful year of 
building relationships, providing encouragement and 
advocacy, overcoming obstacles, completing classes 
and for some mentees – high school graduation! Thank 
you to our dedicated Westminster mentors who work 
tirelessly during the school year with their mentees. 
This year our mentors were: Robert Bell, Holly Dickin-
son, Anne Embrey, Neale Johnson, Wendy Jones, Irene 
Linford, Ann Morris, Sam Perkins, Mark Sutter and Dorle 
Webster.

If you would like to learn more about this rewarding  
outreach opportunity, please contact Ann Comfort in 
the Church Office. (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org)

Grimsley Mentoring Celebrates a Successful Year
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Members of Westminster’s Refugee Match Team and the Zahinda family celebrated three months of  
friendship with a recent potluck at church. The family, originally from Congo, came to Greensboro in  
February after living for years as refugees in Burundi. The father, Asman, is working at the Tyson chicken plant 
in N. Wilkesboro while the mother, Mwajuma, is focusing on job skills and English and hoping to find work 
cleaning houses. The oldest kids, Gladys and David, attend Newcomers School, while toddler Annaella keeps 
everyone entertained with her sweet personality. This is the third refugee family Westminster has helped to 
resettle in recent years. Working with Church World Service, the Match Team makes a 6-month commitment 
to help the family get on their feet in the United States. Team members include Pamela Rosendale, Jennifer 
and Scott Stevens, Caroline and Nate Sell, Ann Morris, and Jane Sharp (not pictured) and Jan Swanton.

Westminster's Refugee Match Team Celebrates with the Zahinda Family
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