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Westminster has partnered with First 
Presbyterian and other local churches to 
host “Community Conversations” with 
Debby Irving, author of Waking Up White: 
Finding Myself in the Story of Race. These 
conversations will take place at First 
Presbyterian with a 
lecture on September 
17 at 7:30pm that 
is free and open 
to the public. 
The conversation 
continues the next day 
on September 18, 9am 
– 12pm. The event is
also free but requires
registration. Register
by September 5 by
calling 336-373-0445 
or emailing receptionist@fpcgreensboro.
org.

In preparation for these conversations, we 
invite the congregation to add this book 
to your summer reading list. Get a copy 
of Irving’s book in the Church Office for 
$10, and plan to join in the conversation.

In addition to Irving’s visit, we are 
encouraging existing Church School 
classes and small groups to make this a 
part of their programming. For those not 
in a Church School class or small group, 
the new Micah Connection ministry will 
offer small group discussions of the book 
on Sunday mornings on September 9, 16 
and 23. More information on the time 
and location of these discussions will be 
announced at a later date. 

“Many of us struggle to understand 
why our nation continues to be so 
divided by race,” said Ernie 
Thompson, Westminster’s senior 
pastor. “Debby Irving’s book Waking 
Up White has been helpful to me and 
many others who wrestle with this issue. 
She shares her own painful story of 
discovering how much she didn’t know 
and how the problem goes deeper than 
personal prejudice or explicitly 
racist laws and policies. I hope that you 
will take the time to read her book, 
join in a discussion group, and hear her 
speak as Westminster seeks to be a 
church that bridges our divides.”
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First of all, let me say how thankful I am to Westminster for granting me a three-month sabbatical beginning on July 16 and 
ending with my return to work on October 15.  A couple of much anticipated opportunities for Marian and me during this time 
of rest and renewal will be trips across the Atlantic.  We begin with a two-week cruise with some good friends on the 
Rhine and Mosel Rivers in Europe, exploring sites in Switzerland, Germany, France and the Netherlands.  In September, we 
will be participants on a Reformation Heritage tour of Presbyterian and Methodist historic sites in Scotland and England, 
examining the guidance and leadership of John Knox and John and Charles Wesley.

I am also looking forward to a personal retreat at the Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers, Georgia where I will engage in 
a time of spiritual renewal in a prayerful and peaceful environment, observing both the daily prayer schedule of the monastery 
and private time for contemplative prayer and discernment.  Extra time to spend with family and friends, including excursions 
to beach and lake retreats, will occur throughout my time away.  Oh yes, and I will try to find time to read one or two of the 
books that several of you have suggested. No promises there!

Butch Sherrill
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The Pastor’s Column

Dear Friends,

I’m excited to share that Reverend Caroline Sell will be joining our pastoral team later in July. Her focus 
will be pastoral care, preaching and worship leadership.

Caroline is from Winston-Salem where she and her family were active in 
First Presbyterian Church. Caroline began to hear her call to ministry through 
her involvement in the youth ministry there. She went on to the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where she majored in Religious Studies and 

Spanish. While at Chapel Hill, Caroline served as the Intern for Youth Ministry at a local 
church. She taught a weekly Sunday School class to 25 middle school students, mentored 
students through small groups, and led mission teams.

After graduating from Chapel Hill, Caroline spent a year leading the Middle School Youth Ministry 
at First Presbyterian Winston Salem, and then responding to her growing sense of call to 
ministry by attending Princeton Seminary under the care of Salem Presbytery. In addition to her studies
at Princeton, Caroline worked for two years at a local church where she joined in the regular preaching rotation and led 
programming. She also spent a summer as a hospital chaplain and developed an interest in pastoral care, considering 
hospital chaplaincy as a possible career calling.

While at seminary, Caroline met her husband Nate, who is also an ordained Presbyterian 
pastor. After graduation, they moved to Baltimore where she accepted a position as 
Assistant Dean for Residential Life and Assistant Chaplain at an all-girls boarding school 
with a number of international students. In that position she  continued her focus on pastoral 
care, designing and leading worship, and being part of a larger staff team.

After two years at the school, Caroline began to feel a call back into a local church, and if 
possible to move back closer to home. In our search process, I have spent time with 
Caroline, interviewed her, talked to references and recommended to the Session that we 
offer her the position here. I believe Caroline will be a great addition to our pastoral team and 

am excited she has accepted the Session’s invitation for her to join us. She will fill a part-time, temporary supply position, a 
12-month contract which can be renewed. Her husband Nate has accepted a position in the 2-year pastoral residency program
at First Presbyterian in Greensboro.

Caroline will begin her work here on July 16th. I’m eager for you to meet her and welcome her to Westminster.

Ernie

Resilience for Activists Workshop Scheduled for July 23 

Members of the Westminster community have a unique chance to participate in a free workshop offered by a nationally known 
contemplative leader. 

Sponsored by Westminster’s Contemplative Ministry and Micah Connection group, the workshop will provide spiritual support 
and restoration to those working in the social justice sphere. Led by Dr. Margaret Benefiel, executive director of the 
Shalem Institute for Spiritual Formation in Washington, D.C., the workshop will be held from 1pm—4pm on Monday, July 23 
at the Lake Brandt Campus.

“To be effective over the long haul, activism must spring from a foundation of compassion,” Dr. Benefiel s aid in a  recent 
interview. “Sustaining a deep well of compassion for both those one is serving and those one is challenging 
isn't easy.  In this workshop, we will explore contemplative grounding for compassionate activism."

The workshop will be experiential and interactive. There will be brief presentations, guided meditations, 
sharing in pairs and small groups and in the whole group.

Prior to joining Shalem in 2015, Dr. Benefiel ran Executive Soul, a consulting and coaching firm helping 
leaders and organizations express their deepest values institutionally. She is a Quaker who holds masters 
degrees in mathematics and theology and a PhD in spirituality from Catholic University of America.

Westminster member Jane Sharp, who has served on the Shalem board with Dr. Benefiel, said that she “leads people the way she 
lives, with genuine joy and compassion.”

“I have always been struck by the depth of conversations that occur when she facilitates a session,” Jane added. “She is never in 
a rush to ‘accomplish’ something, and yet the group finds its path to new insights and learning." 

The workshop will be open to the community, and Westminster is especially inviting leaders who serve with our partner 
community organizations. 

Childcare will be provided upon prior request. To sign up for the workshop, please email ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org 
or visit westpreschurch.org/resilience. The deadline for registration is July 16.

Dr. Margaret Benefiel
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Ju l y Ca lendar and Announcements
July 1 Weaver House Breakfast
Westminster serves breakfast at the 
Greensboro Urban Ministry Weaver House 
Shelter the first Sunday of each month. 
Servers are always needed, so please join 
us!  Children elementary school age and 
older are welcome.  No sign up is 
necessary. Our next breakfast is Sunday, 
July 1 at 6:45am. Please enter the GUM 
property by way of their loading dock 
entrance at 1002 South Eugene Street.  
Park just south of the loading dock and enter 
the building just north of the loading dock 
by way of the first covered walkway 
door. Please contact Ann Comfort 
(ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org) with any 
questions.

Women’s Salad Supper
All women are invited to join us on 
August 9 at 6:30pm for our annual 
Women’s Salad Supper. This annual event 
is all Westminster visitors and members. 
We invite you to bring any kind of salad to 
share while we listen to our own Kristen 
Yntema, President and CEO of Hospice 
and Palliative Care of Greensboro, who will 
speak with us about her work in hospice care.  
Westminster will provide drinks, bread, and 
dessert. Please  RSVP by emailing Lisa 
Carwile (lisa.carwile@westpreschurch.org) 
by Monday, August 6.

Small Groups And Bible Study 
Leaders, We Need Your Help!
We want to make small groups and Bible 
studies more accessible to everyone. In 
order to achieve this, long-time Westminster 
member Melinda Thomas and Director of 
Communications, Claire Utley, need your 
help! Our goal is to compile a complete, up-
to-date, digital and print resource of all the 
groups at Westminster and action steps for 
getting involved.  We need all group leaders 
to fill out the form at westpreschurch.org/
groups (there are also physical forms outside 
the Church Office at the Connecting Point) 
sharing with us basic information about 
your group.  We ask that all group leaders 
complete the form no later than July 8.

Births
Caroline Woodlief Anderson, 

daughter of Nathan and Elizabeth Anderson

Joseph Thomas O'Neill, 
grandson of Keith and Lori Willis

Anna Marie Ramirez, 
great-granddaughter of Sandra Cates

Luke Daniel Zimmerman, 
grandson of Charlie and Kay Zimmerman

Anniversaries
Bobby and June Payne, 

50 years on June 9

Harold and Meredith Muse, 
45 years on June 9

Bob and Julie Smith, 
46 years on June 17

 New Members  Life's Passages
Dear Westminster family,

Thank you so much for your cards, your phone 
calls, your caring, your visits and your meals 
after Jean suffered a serious stroke on March 
2. This outpouring of love and concern for
Jean by our church family has meant a great
deal to my daughter Shannon, her family and
me.  Jean has made a lot of progress and can
now walk again, using either her walker or a
cane. She is continuing to receive therapy as
her recovery continues.

My best wishes,
Wilson Davis

 Notes to the Congregation

1806 Caulfield Drive
Greensboro, NC  27410

Joined: May 27

Sherry & Ron Barlow

5305 Ridge Trail Road
Summerfield, NC  27358

Joined: June 10

Curt & Diana Raygor
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Items Needed
Backpacks (no wheels)
2”, 3-Ring Binders
Tabbed Dividers
2 Pocket Folders
Notebook Paper
Lined, 4 x 6 Index Cards
Blue/Black/Red Pens
Pencils
Erasers
Rulers
Colored Pencils
Highlighters
Markers

*

Partnership Village & 
Eastside Park

School Supply Collection
FYI - most of the students living at Partnership Village are in 

middle and high school - Please keep this in mind 
when purchasing items, 
especially backpacks.

Items are due to either Westminster’s 
Lake Brandt campus by Sunday, August 
12 or Friendly Avenue campus by Monday, 
August 13, 2018.

 

“Kamari Reeder.” 

With that, on June 17, 18-year-old Kamari 
walked across the stage in his dark blue 
Grimsley High School gown to accept his 
diploma. In the audience at the cavernous 
Greensboro Coliseum Special Events 
Center, a very vocal group of friends, 
family and supporters erupted in a joyous 
cheer. 

I was one of them.

A few seconds later, a second name — 
“Kejuan Reeder” — was called out and it 
was Kamari’s twin brother’s turn to collect 
his diploma from Grimsley Principal 
Johncarlos Miller. 

Mission accomplished. Twice! 

For quite a while, it was no sure thing this 
day would come, that the brothers would 
graduate with their 2018 classmates. 

I had gotten to know Kamari soon after the 
start of the 2017-18 school year, when I 
joined Westminster’s mentoring program, 
organized by Ann Comfort, Director of 
Local Outreach.

Started two years ago, the program is an 
outgrowth of Westminster’s Children 
in Poverty initiative and a resulting 
visit to the church by then-Grimsley 
Principal Charles Blanchard to discuss 
the challenges faced by students of low-
income families. After his talk,  Blanchard 
was asked a simple question: “What can 
we do to help?”

The answer that emerged was the 
mentoring program. It pairs willing 
volunteers with students who—for a 
variety of possible reasons—could use 
another caring adult to help them navigate 
their path to graduation. 

This year,  members from Guilford Park 
Presbyterian Church joined in. In all, we 
started the school year with 27 mentors 
(my wife, Ann Morris, among them). 

Students must take the first step by 
requesting a mentor; Kamari did, and I 

was paired with him. It was one of the 
best things to ever happen to me. 

We started meeting once a week during 
his 5th hour class period. At first, we 
just talked and got to know each other. I 
found out he liked banana pudding and 
would occasionally bring him some as a 
treat. In time, I learned he needed help on 
school work, and our meetings evolved to 
become part-conversation, part-tutoring. 

Before the school year was out, I got to 
know Kejuan too and started helping him 
with his studies as well.

Both needed to “recover” a class from 
junior year—through a program at 
Grimsley called “Success 101”—while 
maintaining passing grades in their 
current classes.  

Both Kamari and Kejuan are fine young 
men—they are smart and funny, and both 
have an undeniable charisma that makes 
them popular among classmates. 

Their mother deserves all the credit in the 
world for raising them to be kind, polite 
and hard-working. (They both work at 
McDonald’s after school.) 

But I found that I could use the blessings I 
have received in life—chief among them 
a good education and a little time to spare 
—to fill small gaps and work with them in 
areas of need. 

Much of what we worked on, I think, are 
things many of us may take for granted: 
note-taking skills and study habits, for 
example. On more than one occasion I 

helped Kamari create flash cards to study 
with. 

It was also eye-opening to see the situation 
in our schools. I met great, caring teachers 
and administrators but a shocking lack of 
basic resources—some as simple as being 
able to provide text books to each student.

Some of it was helping Kamari set 
goals and dream bigger. Ann and I, for 
instance, took the twins—along with her 
mentee, Yasmin—to Guilford Technical 
Community College for a tour. Ann 
even helped Yasmin apply for “Say Yes” 
scholarship funds, something she and her 
mother knew little about.

In talking to other mentors, I heard 
some students required less tutoring but 
just needed another adult to talk to for 
encouragement and advice.

Mentoring isn’t always easy. It can be two 
steps forward, one step back. Sometimes 
how you can help a student takes time to 
reveal itself. 

But all I could think as I watched Kamari 
and Kejuan cross the stage is how it was 
all worth it. I was just so proud of them. 

To meet them is to see endless potential 
but also to realize how that potential could 
so easily go unmet.  They just needed a 
little help to find their way. I was blessed 
to play a small part in that. 

Another school year will soon be here. If 
you have the time to give, I’d encourage 
anyone to get involved as a mentor.  

 Grimsley Success 101
 by Mark Sutter

Kamari Reeder, Mark Sutter and Kejuan Reeder celebrate at Grimsley's Graduation. 

 Staff Update
After 19 years at 
Westminster, Betsy 
Hyslop has made the 
decision to retire at the 
end of 2018.  While we 
recognize that God is 
calling Westminster to 
a season of change, we 
know this particular 

change will be a huge loss for Westminster. 
Betsy has been invaluable to the music and 
worship at Westminster. Her talent, her 
person, and her leadership will be greatly 
missed on staff. As the year comes to a 
close, we will plan several ways to honor 
Betsy and her time at Westminster, so stay 
tuned! 




