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The Gospel of Mark

Westminster has 
joined Twitter.  
Follow us at 
@WPC_Greensboro.

4
Page Sunday Night Life

Saying Goodbye to Mark Brainerd

After 12 years of ministry at Westminster, 
Mark Brainerd has accepted a call as 
Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care at 
Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church in 
Dallas, Texas. As Presbyterians, we know 
that God can call us to serve at unexpected 
times. Although we are sad to see Mark 
go, we celebrate the movement of the 
Holy Spirit and know that great things 
will happen as he answers this call to 
serve in Texas.

Still, goodbyes are important.

We invite you to write notes to Mark, 
Michele, and Clay in the coming days to 
express your love, share your memories, 
and say goodbye. These notes will be 
collected in the Fellowship Hall on 
January 7 and gifted to Mark on January 
14. Pen and paper will be provided, but 
we hope you will write these notes in 
advance.

We also invite you to join us for a 
special celebration of Mark’s ministry at 
Westminster on January 7. At 12:15pm in 
the Sanctuary, we will come together for 
a brief program featuring Jean Camp and 
Robert Bell to celebrate Mark and his time 
at Westminster. Afterwards, we will head 
to the Fellowship Hall for a reception. A 
light lunch will be provided while we love 
on Mark, Michele, and Clay.

Finally, we invite you to worship, share 
communion, and hear Mark preach on 
his last Sunday with us, January 14. On 
this day, we will have two services on 
our Friendly Avenue Campus at 9:30am 
and 11am. (Lake Brandt will not have 
a service.) We will join together to give 
thanks for Mark, for each other, and for 
the call God extends to all of us to be the 
willing hands and feet of Christ.
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The Pastor’s Column

 Welcome New Members!
Births

Isla Rosalie Ellis, 
granddaughter of Mike and Candi Ellis

 Life’s Passages

“Every day, the opportunity for leadership stands before you. Each day brings you opportunities to raise 
important questions, speak to higher values, surface unresolved conflicts. Every day you have the chance 
to make a difference in the lives of people around you. … We live in a period in history when taking on 
the risks of leadership in your individual world is both more important and more complicated than ever 
before.”
    Leadership on the Line by Ron Heifitz and Marty Linsky 

As we begin a new year many of us think about ways we want to change our lives. We might resolve to eat healthier or to 
exercise more or to get more involved in our community or church. All those things are good, but as followers of Christ we 
have a higher call, not just to change our own lives, but to join Christ’s work in changing the world. 

We’ll begin a new sermon series in January based on a book called Lessons in Leadership, by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks. Sacks 
says the book started with their staff devotions in his congregation. As the looked at various passages from the first five books 
of the Bible, the “Torah,” he was struck with how much of the Torah is about leadership – working to bring people together, to 
resolve conflicts, to make decisions about direction and priorities.

The Heifitz book I quoted about convinced me that each one of us has both opportunity and a call to lead, to take the risk 
of “raising important questions, speaking to higher values, and surfacing unresolved conflicts that divide us.” That kind 
of leadership is important in our church, in our community, and in our world. So, we’ll look to the Bible for “Lessons in 
Leadership,” and think about our call to make a difference in God’s world.

We’ll have several special Sundays along the way, ordaining our new officers, thanking Mark Brainerd for his years of ministry 
and leadership here, welcoming John McCall back from Taiwan and Katie Todd from our UKirk Ministry in Greensboro, 
hearing how John and Katie are both leading and changing lives.

I hope you’ll join us for worship, study, service and fellowship as we begin a new year at Westminster. 

Your pastor,

Ernie

4011 Ridgedale Drive
Greensboro, NC  27455
Joined: December 10

Susan and Donnie Vernon

Dear Westminster Family,

Thank you for embracing me with your prayers, 
love and encouragement following the loss of 
my oldest sister, Griff Wooten Montgomery of 
Charlotte. I have been blessed with notes, cards, 
calls and emails from so many of you as well as 
your personal expressions of support throughout 
this difficult process.

For all of her years, Griff was known for her 
love and welcoming spirit toward everyone. And 
after visiting our church service years ago, she 
could then understand why I was so dedicated to 
Westminster Presbyterian Church.   

I continue to feel so fortunate to be part of such 
a supportive and loving community, filled with 
servants in Christ. 

With grace and gratitude,
Ruth Wooten

 Notes from the Congregation
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Did you know that the New Testament was not written so that you would read it? It was written for you to listen to it. In 
the ancient world, those who could read did so aloud even when they were alone. Even though literacy rates were low, early 
Christians hungered to hear the stories of Scripture read in their presence. The Gospels were meant to be read or recited out loud 
in a community; hearing their words reveals new layers and depths.
 
John Robinson, a member of Westminster Presbyterian, will bring the entire Gospel of Mark, King James version, to life on 
January 7 at 7pm in the Friendly Avenue Sanctuary. When you hear the Gospel of Mark, you will experience the risky adventure 
that was Jesus’s ministry. You will sense the urgency of his message. You will feel the intensity of the stories. Mark’s gospel is a 
whirlwind, because Mark knows that when Jesus shows up, you never quite know what will happen.
 
John and his wife, Betsi, have lived in Greensboro for almost 20 years. John’s acting background began in community theatre, 
but since returning to the stage he has performed almost 30 times across North Carolina with a one-man play portraying attorney 
Clarence Darrow. With this reading, John takes this old story and the often mysterious figure of Jesus and makes them live in a 
new and meaningful way to anyone watching and listening.
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HOLY MOLY
Facilitated by: Leslie Hennigan
Ongoing
Kindergarteners through fifth graders will enjoy animated videos, creative activities, and age-appropriate Bible explorations. 
 
MOMS & Daughters
 Facilitated by: Shannon Davis Cruz  
January 14, 21, 28
Together, moms and daughters will explore the stories of three brave women of the Bible: Ruth, Rahab, and Mary. 

k-5th graders

wYfi (Westminster Youth Fellowship incorporated) 
middle school
5pm—7pm 

High school
6:30pm—8:30pm

This is when our youth meet all together to discuss topics relevant to what is happening in youth culture 
right now. WYFi is a place where youth can ask questions, make friends, walk together, and experience 
the presence of the Spirit as a bunch of teenagers trying to make it the best way possible. Oh, and we 
play some great games too. New youth are always welcome.

Questions? Contact Sam Perkins (sam.perkins@westpreschurch.org) 

Classes, unless otherwise noted, begin at 5pm followed by a home-cooked meal. We feel there is no better way to 
connect than sharing a meal, and we encourage you to join us no matter what time your class ends. Children and 
Youth eat free of charge. A $5 love offering is suggested for adults .

Reservations can be made online at www.westpreschurch.org/SNL or by filling out a Worship Response Card on 
Sunday mornings. Please RSVP by the Thursday before each meal.Professional childcare will be provided for all 
events for babies—four years old.

We invite you to join us every Sunday evening at Westminster for food, fellowship, and formation. 
Classes will change, but the joy of building relationships with one another and with God won’t.  

Come, for all are welcome!
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Worship Lab
Facilitated by: Rev.  Butch Sherrill
January 14, 21, 28
Join us as we use our sanctuary as a laboratory for new ideas about worship. Merriam Webster defines laboratory as 
“a place providing opportunity for experimentation, observation, or practice.” That is exactly what we will endeavor to do 
during this three-week series—something different each night to deepen the way we approach and experience worship.   

A Course for Skeptics 
Facilitated by: Jennie Betton, Terri Burleson, and Carolyn Plumb 
January 14, 21, 28
Is God real? How can everything in the Bible be true? Does a rational approach to these questions impact your faith? Do you some-
times have doubts? This class will look at these questions and explore how folks through the ages have attempted to answer them. An 
open and honest approach to our understanding of Christianity may lead us to a deeper and more meaningful faith.

Refugees: Welcoming the Stranger
Facilitated by: Ann Morris and Caroline Robinson 
January 14, 21, 28
What is it like to be a refugee settling in Greensboro? How are refugees affected by the travel ban? How can Westminster volunteers 
engage with these new neighbors? For the first class, we will listen to an overview from Leaders from Church World Service and New 
Arrivals Institute. The second class will feature a panel of refugees who have been helped by Westminster volunteers. Find out more 
about volunteer experience in the third class. 

Best Nutrition Tips for the New Year
Facilitated by: Leander Stephens, Registered Dietician with Moses Cone and Nicole Villano, General Man-
ager of Deep Roots Market
January 14, 21, 28
Each week we will learn from nutrition experts who can help us get started and keep going on healthy habits. The first week, Leander 
Stephens will help us take a new look at good nutrition. The second and third week, Nicole Villano will guide us through weight loss 
tips and eating for a healthy life. 

Moms & Daughters
Facilitated by: Shannon Davis Cruz and Lynn Turnage 
January 14, 21, 28
Together, moms and daughters (K—5th grade) will explore the stories of three brave women of the Bible: Ruth, Rahab, and Mary. We 
will learn about them and from them as we discover their understandings of God, the circumstances within which they lived, how they 
shared their faith, and the bravery they had to use. 

ADULTS

www.westpreschurch.org/
SNL

www.westpreschurch.org/SNL
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Januar y Ca lendar r
Weaver House @ West Market 
Church – WPC Volunteers Needed
The Weaver Extension Shelter at West 
Market Church (formerly West Market 
United Methodist Church) is an extension 
of Greensboro Urban Ministry’s (GUM) 
Weaver House Shelter. This shelter 
provides a place to sleep and meals for 
approximately 15 men during the winter 
months. The same guests stay at the shelter 
each night and GUM staff helps them find 
employment and housing.

Westminster will continue its partnership 
with West Market Church and work 
alongside Christ United Methodist Church, 
Holy Trinity Episcopal and First Lutheran 
and several other congregations to staff 
the shelter with volunteers and provide 
evening meals. Meal preparers and 
servers are needed every other Tuesday 
beginning January 9 through March. Male 
overnight hosts are needed each Saturday, 
December 9 through March.

To provide a Tuesday evening meal, 
please contact Westminster member Dottie 
Henderson at 336-765-4733. To serve 
as a male overnight host, please contact 
Westminster member Robert Bell at 336-
324-3528 or rwbell2@gmail.com. Or write 
WE Shelter on your worship response card 
to have someone contact you.

Additional Volunteers Needed for 
Weaver House Breakfast
Additional volunteers are needed to 
serve breakfast at the Greensboro Urban 
Ministry Weaver House Shelter the 
first Sunday of each month. If this is a 
ministry you have been curious about 
and/or you would like to get involved, 
we can definitely plug you in. Children 
elementary school age and older are 
welcome. No sign up necessary. Our 
next breakfast is Sunday, January 7 at 
6:45 a.m. Please enter the GUM property 
by way of their loading dock entrance 
at 1002 South Eugene Street. Park just 
south of the loading dock and enter the 
building just north of the loading dock 
by way of the first covered walkway 
door. Please contact Ann Comfort in the 
church office for more information.

JOY (Just Order Youth)
JOY (Just Older Youth)
The JOY group meets monthly on the 
4th Tuesday at noon for a wonderful 
homemade meal and program. Seniors 
65+ are welcome to join us.    Our 
program this month is “Friends Against 
Fraud” presented by the Family Justice 
Center. This is an important tool to 
inform and empower individuals to 
identify fraud and abuse.   We ask that 
you call the office at 336-299-3785 to 
make a reservation by noon on Monday 
if you are not currently on the reservation 
call list but would like to attend.

Circle Meetings
Tuesday Evening Circle will meet 
at 7pm, January 9, in Room 100 at 
Friendly Avenue Campus.

Wednesday Morning Circle will meet at 
10am on January 10 in the Fellowship 
Hall  at Friendly Ave.

Men’s Getaway Weekend
Save the date for the Men’s Fellowship 
Weekend April 20-22 at Mount Mitchell 
Golf Resort in Burnsville, NC. Enjoy 
golf, tennis, hiking and fellowship with 
Westminster men. Brochures will be 
available at the Connecting Point mid-
January as well as on the website. A 
$100 deposit is requested by February 
19 to reserve your spot. 

Fitness Classes
Fitness Sampler:  Monday and Thursday 
5:30—6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall of 
the Friendly Ave. Campus. Instruction 
includes Mat Pilates, 20/20/20 (cardio/
weights and abdominals), Circuit, 
Stability Ball, Bands, Discs, Stretch, 
Zumba and Yoga. Ever week includes 
some movement, strength and core 
training.
Gentle Fitness:  Tuesday and Friday 
11am—11:50am in the Fellowship Hall 
of the Friendly Ave. Campus. This class 
takes a gentler and slower approach 
toward the whole body workout. By 
incorporating weights, tubes, stability 
balls, small balls, dowels, balance and 
chair/wall pilates, this workout will help 
maintain and even improve flexibility 
and balance and overall health and well-
being.

Yoga:  Tuesday at 9:30—10:45am and 
5:45pm—7pm and Saturday mornings at 
9:30am-10:45am in the Fellowship Hall 
of the Friendly Ave. Campus. This class 
focuses on flexibility and strength while 
creating balance in both body and mind. 
The class is beginner friendly.

For more information on these classes 
contact Suzanne Andia at 299-3785x130
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Angel Makers
Each year we make angel ornaments to 
be given out as a remembrance of the 
holiday at our Christmas Eve services. 
We need your help to prepare for next 
Christmas. We meet weekly on Mondays 
in the Friendly Avenue Fellowship Hall 
from 9am to 11am. Our first gathering 
will be held January 29th. For more 
information contact Suzanne Andia in 
the church office. 

Westminster Travel Program
Join us March 12-15 as we travel to 
Lexington, Kentucky to see The Ark 
Encounter, the Thoroughbred Horse 
Trail Tour, the oldest bourbon distillery 
in Kentucky “Woodford Reserve”, and a 
live taping of the Woodsongs Old Time 
Radio Hour. Brochures will be available 
in early January. A $100 deposit is 
requested per person to reserve your 
spot. Deadline to register February 1. 
Contact Suzanne Andia at suzanne.
andia@westpreschurch.org for more 
information.

Camps!
Mark these on your calendar for these 
Westminster Camps for children. 
Registration opens January 31, 2018. 
• Montreat Passport Camp:  July 2-5 

for current 3rd to 5th graders
• Outdoor Challenge (ODC): July 

6-13 for current 4th-5th graders
• Registration will open January 31, 

2018 for these camps. They will fill. 
$100 holds your child’s spot to either 
camp.

Vacation Bible School (VBS) will begin 
Sunday, July 22, and will be in the 
evening. We are making this 4 nights 
of intergenerational evenings. If you 
are curious or would like to help, please 
contact Lynn Turnage at church.
 

Church Sleepaway Camp for 
Children
There is a fantastic church-camp within 2 
hours of us. Camp Grier is a Presbyterian 
Camp for children and youth of all ages. 
This is a fantastic church-camp that 
offers adventure, action, outdoors, and 
all interwoven with God’s love and 
stories of God’s people. Staff is well-
trained and come from across the country 
and around the world to work at Camp 
Grier. Check out registration info, costs, 
and more on Camp Grier at https://www.
campgrier.org/.

Outrageous Outreach Winter 
Plans!
Our 4th-5th grade fellowship and mission 
group, Outrageous Outreach, has a full 
winter. Parents take note and watch for 
details in our eNews:
• January 21:  note & letter writing to 

Out of the Garden recipients and our 
military

• February 4: Souper Bowl of Caring-
cash collections & baked potato bar

• February 14:  Pancake Supper before 
Ash Wednesday service

PLUS OO’s registrations for our 
overnight camps begins January  31. 
Keep an eye out for more details!

2018 Mission Trip Roll-Out
Are you considering the possibility of 
participating on a Westminster mission 
trip in 2018?  Come on Sunday, January 
21 at 3:30pm to an informational session 
and learn about the opportunities to serve 
in Haiti, Appalachia, Nicaragua, and 
Mexico. You will hear from members 
about their experiences on past trips, 
as well as specific details about dates, 
deadlines and types of service that teams 
will be engaged in. For questions or 
additional information, contact butch.
sherrill@westpreschurch.org.

 and Announcements



Like us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/westminsterpresbyterianchurchGSO

Westminster has joined Twitter.  Follow us at  @WPC_Greensboro.


