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Over Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend, West-
minster's Confirmation class took its annual 
trip to Washington, D.C. to work with or-
ganizations serving the underprivileged and 
those experiencing homelessness in our na-
tion’s capital. We served breakfast at Char-
lie’s Place, a kitchen run by people formerly 
in homelessness. We sorted through donated 
furniture, home goods, toys and artwork 
available to those transitioning out of home-
lessness. We passed out care kits to folks 
sleeping in parks. We also participated in a 
poetry processing exercise with representa-
tives of the National Coalition for the Home-
less. Here are a few samples of those writ-
ings:

“Thomas had such a great personality and 
positivity. Even though he is experiencing 
homelessness, he is able to bring joy to privi-
leged hearts and enlighten us. Throughout 
his wrestling and in his doubts, he trusts God 
to carry him safe to shore. If someone who is 
constantly in bad situations can be so hap-
py and joyous, why can’t I? I think Thomas 
embodied the spirit of Christ by trusting the 
Lord with his mind, body, and soul. I pray I 
can work to achieve the peace and joy Thom-
as embodied and spread it.”

“Out in the park, there was a 14-year old 
living in homelessness. I could just as easily 
have been born into his situation. Some think 
people experiencing homelessness are bums 

and don’t want to talk, but they do.”

“Picture frames
Are funny things
They seem so simple, yet
Can mean so much.
When you put something into a frame,
It becomes a statement
A statement that it is yours
And you are proud of it
And you are here to stay. Some are so unique
They surely have one soulmate
Others are elegantly simple
They will accept anything.
As I dust them off,  I can see
The endless possibilities they present.
Because a picture 
Truly turns a house
Into a home.”

“Everyone told me this trip was the best, so 
humbling and fun, but I didn’t know what to 
expect. To come here, to our nation’s capi-
tal, and meet these people–people who have 
had hard times but never lost hope–has been 
what they said it would be: eye-opening, 
heart-warming and satisfying for the crav-
ing to help. I want to do more in DC and at 
home – all over and for all people. I want to 
help. Seeing these normal, nice people expe-
riencing homelessness––some for reasons 
beyond control––is sad, yes, but it also gives 
you hope. If they can be kind and reach out to 
others, so can I, and so can you.” 
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The Pastor’s Column

 New Members

Births
Kynlee Ann Young-Williams, 

daughter of Jeane Young, 
granddaughter of Brenda and Kirby Young

 
Deaths

Sarah Dowds on January 7
Donna Mangeot on January 16
Libby Baynes on January 20

 Life's Passages

After the hard fall I experienced at Friends 
Home West, I started receiving love and 
encouragement from so many church 
friends.  I want to express my appreciation 
to those who mailed cards, made multiple 
phone calls, and for sharing a gorgeous vase 
of lavender gladiolas. 

With all my love and appreciation,
Sarah Forrester

We want to thank the many members of  
our Westminster family who responded 
so kindly with cards, notes, thoughts, and 
prayers to the death of our grandson, Hunter 
Edwards. Please know that it was helpful 
and very much appreciated.

Rita and Vincent Wade

 Notes to the Congregation

52 Nandina Drive
Greensboro, NC  27455

Joined: January 6

Patricia Balboni

“There is no great outer work without great inner work.” 

That is a basic principle of the Servant Leadership School of Greensboro where many members of Westminster 
have taken classes over the last 25 years. Some of our great “outer work” as a church, like Eastside Park and the 

Prayer Shawl Ministry, has grown out of the inner work fostered by these Servant Leadership classes.

For our Sunday Night Life programing during Lent, we’ll have three options that focus on helping us grow in fatith.  I'll be 
leading a new video-based class on the first Servant Leadership Class, “The Inward Journey of Faith.” We’ll think about 
how we move past learning about God to experiencing God’s active presence in our lives. Scott Neely will be leading a 
class based on the book The Artisan Soul, and Terri Burleson will lead a class on "The Universal Christ" using videos by 
Richard Rohr.

My class offers a spiritual tool box, a collection of practices from which you can choose as you seek to create a rhythm that 
makes room in your life for listening to God deepening your faith. Another interesting part of the class for me is the way 
it connects the teaching of Jesus to the wisdom teachings from other religious traditions and to the newest discoveries of 
science. 

If you’re a part of another small group or class and would like to explore going through the class with your class or group, 
I’d be happy to talk with you more about that.

I’m also planning a sermon series which will parallel the class so that we as a church can reflect on our inward journey of 
faith and how that lays the foundation for our outer work of service and ministry.

In the midst of a world filled with brokenness and dysfunction, we have the privilege of sharing the good news that God is 
at work to bring healing and reconciliation. I hope that through these classes and our worship in the season of Lent, we can 
hear that good news in fresh ways that transform us and equip us to make a difference in the world.

Your pastor,

 

Thank you from the Westminster staff for 
all the wonderful treats and homemade 
food brought over the holidays. We are so 
grateful for the love and support during such 
a busy season.

Westminster Staff 

1408 Westminster Drive
Greensboro, NC  27410

Joined: January 20

Eugenia Varker
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Did you know we have an app?
Things you can do from your app or browser with the ChurchLife app:

• Access the church directory to find phone numbers, emails and 
addresses of church members.

• View our facilities calendar so that you know what is happening 
and when.

• Give once via debit/credit or regularly through automatic draft.

• Register and/or pay for upcoming events (for example, Sunday 
Night Life)!

Interested? We set up the account. All you have to do is download 
the app from the app store and sign in! 

Email info@westpreschurch.org to get started. 



 

Februar y Announcements

February 3 Weaver House Breakfast
Westminster serves breakfast at the Greensboro 
Urban Ministry Weaver House Shelter the first 
Sunday of each month. Servers are always 
needed, so please join us!  Children elementary 
school age and older are welcome.  No sign-
up is necessary. Our next breakfast is Sunday, 
February 3  at 6:45am. Please enter the GUM 
property by way of their loading dock entrance 
at 1002 South Eugene Street.  Park just south of 
the loading dock and enter the building by way 
of the first covered walkway door. Please contact 
Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.
org) if you have further questions.

Senior Wheels Medical 
Transportation Drivers Needed
The Senior Wheels Medical Transportation 
Program provides rides for ambulatory seniors 
age 55+ to and from non-emergency medical 
appointments in Guilford County.  On the 
second Thursday and fourth Monday of every 
month, a dedicated group of Westminster 
members volunteer in this rewarding capacity.  
Larry Dimmick, Westminster’s Senior Wheels 
coordinator, is in need of more drivers.  If 
you would like to volunteer or receive 
more information, please contact Larry at 
ldimmick1@yahoo.com  or 336-253-6362 or 
visit westpreschurch.org/news.

Fresh Mobile Market Volunteers Needed
Westminster volunteers are needed on Saturdays 
February 16 and April 20 and the third 
Saturday morning of each month in 2019 for our 
Out of the Garden Project Fresh Mobile Market.  
Youth ages 13 – 16 are welcome with a parent 
or responsible adult. Visit westpreschurch.org/
news or contact Ann Comfort in the Church 
Office (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org) to 
volunteer.

OOTGP Fresh Mobile Markets take place at 
high need GCS schools and Guilford County 
food deserts. Each location serves between 50-
90 families monthly with 50–70 pounds of fresh, 
frozen and non-perishable food.

WE Shelter Volunteers Needed
Westminster Presbyterian Church partners 
with the West Market Church Weaver 
Extension Shelter from December to March 
by supplying a male overnight host every 
Saturday night and evening meals.  If you are 
interested in volunteering to spend the night 
(or to learn more) please contact Westminster 
member Robert Bell at rwbell2@gmail.
com or (336) 324-3528.  If you would like 
to prepare, serve and share and evening 
meal on Saturday March 23, please contact 
Westminster member Dottie Henderson at 
(336)765-4733.  Costs are reimbursable, and 
this is a great activity for a group of friends, 
small group, church school class, etc.  

Peacehaven Workday
Peacehaven Farm has asked Westminster 
to form a work team of 10 – 12 people to 
disassemble, move and reassemble a “hoop 
frame” structure on their Whitsett, NC farm 
property on Saturday, February 23.  The 
work day will be from 9am to approximately 
3pm with lunch provided by the church.  
Youth, age 16 and above, are welcome to 
participate.  To learn more or register for this 
workday, please email Nial Crawford (nial.
crawford@gmail.com), our Westminster 
project leader, or Ann Comfort (ann.
comfort@westpreschurch.org). You can also 
visit westpreschurch.org/news.

Tuesday Morning Book Study
This study is open to all ages and on 
February 19 will begin Brian McLaren's, The 
Great Spiritual Migration - How the World’s 
Largest Religion Is Seeking a Better Way to 
be Christian. No RSVP is necessary. Join us 
at Delicious (3700 Lawndale Dr.).

Outrageous Outreach 
The next project for our 4th-5th graders' 
outreach and fellowship group is to cook for 
our mini-Mardi-Gras celebration before our 
Ash Wednesday service on March 6. Watch 
for more details, but mark your calendars 
now!

JOY (Just Older Youth)
All seniors (60 years and older) are invited 
to join us this month at the J.O.Y. (Just Older 
Youth) luncheon at noon on Tuesday, February 
26, in the Friendly Avenue Fellowship Hall. Our 
guest speaker will be the Kenya Mission Team 
who will share their stories from their recent 
trip. If you are not currently on the monthly call 
list and would like to attend, please contact the 
Church Office at 336-299-3785 to make your 
reservation. 

Souper Bowl of Caring Lunch and 
Canned Food Drive
February 3, our youth will host Souper Bowl of 
Caring, a national effort to fight hunger in local 
communities. Join us for lunch at 12pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. We will serve beef vegetable 
soup and enjoy speakers from A Simple Gesture. 
The meal is $5 per person. We will also collect 
canned goods outside the Fellowship Hall from 
January 20 through February 10. All monetary 
and non-perishable food donations will go 
towards Out of the Garden, a local, non-profit 
organization that provides bags of food each 
weekend in the Piedmont Triad.  Last year we 
raised 2k in addition to the canned good items. 
This year, we hope to raise 2.5k!  
 
For more details and to RSVP for lunch, visit 
westpreschurch.org/events/souperbowl.
 
Pre-orders
Not able to stay for lunch on February 3? 
16oz containers of soup will be available for 
pick up the day of the event. Pre-orders ($5 
per 16oz container) can be made on Sunday, 
January 20 and Sunday, January 27 in the 
Fellowship Hall or online at westpreschurch.
org/events/souperbowl. 
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Immigration: Legal and Faith Perspectives
 
Wednesday, February 6 • 7pm • Chapel

With immigration issues in the news daily, here's a chance to learn more from 
two community leaders with deep knowledge and experience on the topic. 
Sponsored by Micah Connection and the Outreach Committee, the evening 
features presentations by Jeremy McKinney, an immigration law specialist based 
in Greensboro, and the Rev. Julie Peeples, an immigration advocate and senior 
pastor of Congregational United Church of Christ in Greensboro. The evening will 
include time for questions and answers.

McKinney, a nationally known immigration law expert, is an officer with the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association and has served as an adjunct professor 
at the Elon University School of Law. A former captain and JAG officer in the N.C. 
Army National Guard, McKinney served in Jordan in 2003 in connection with the 
Iraq War. Peeples is a longtime community leader who recently participated in an 
interfaith prayer session at the border to show support for Central American asylum-
seekers and to call for an end to detaining and deporting immigrants. Her church 
has served as a sanctuary for a Greensboro immigrant threatened with deportation.
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Dear Westminster Presbyterian, 

My name is Adam Rosendale and I ask the congregation to keep the country of Nicaragua in their prayers. I have 
worked in Nicaragua for almost two years with the non-profit organization Comunidad Connect. Westminster 
has a unique connection to the country and the organization as close to 80 members of the church over two 
years have traveled with Comunidad Connect to the small community of Los Robles, just outside the city of 
Jinotega. Two more teams were scheduled to go in 2018, but cancelled due to civil unrest in Nicaragua. 

Beginning in April, protests against major reform to the country’s social security system and widespread 
corruption sparked violent government-led repression. Since that time, we have witnessed many iterations of 
protests, each with their own tragic consequences. As the situation has garnered more international attention, 
overt violence has slowed, yet fear tactics and repression persist as the government continues to arrest and 
threaten anyone representing opposition. 

The community of Los Robles persisted through a very difficult 2018, but not without challenges. Although 
goods and services are now circulating more freely, unemployment, food insecurity, poor health and living 
conditions remain as obstacles for more and more people from all levels of society. With Westminster’s 
support, our field staff and local leaders in Los Robles were able to respond to these critical issues. 

In lieu of sending members of the congregation to Nicaragua in 2018, Westminster provided financial 
resources that kept our projects relevant and impactful. We set out to complete 100 projects in 2018 and 
finished 103, benefitting over 500 people with safe and healthy housing. Additional funds were allocated to 
provide school supplies to students and food for the most vulnerable elders of Los Robles. On behalf of our 
community partners, local residents, and everyone on the Comunidad Connect team, thank you Westminster 
for all choosing to make a difference in the lives of others. 

Due to the instability in Nicaragua, we expanded our efforts to the Dominican Republic in May of 2018. 
We found inspiring local organizations committed to serving marginalized communities of Dominicans and 
Haitian immigrants. Thus far, we have led five groups of volunteers to the island and look forward to hosting 
Westminster in June 2019.  

I will be traveling to and from the Dominican Republic, Nicaragua, and the U.S throughout 2019 and will 
keep the Westminster community updated about Comunidad Connect and the ever-changing situation of 
Nicaragua. 

Thank you for your support and solidarity, 

Adam 



Sunday Night Life

February
Classes begin at 5pm followed by a meal in the Fellowship Hall. A $5 love offering will be collected for adults. Children and 
youth eat free. If you would like to be added to the standing reservation list, please call the Church Office at 336-299-3785. 
You can also RSVP at westpreschurch.org/snl.

Creating a Sacred Space for Scary Conversations | February 10, 17, 24
Many of us have sensed that we are living through particularly polarizing times. We long to have conversations with one 
another about the issues that divide us. This takes a great deal of courage, patience, and love. We hope you’ll consider 
joining this three-week class, where you will be invited into a sacred space for listening, learning and conversation. We 
will explore Scripture, our values, and the ways these inform our political perspectives. We will do our best to bring 
together “conservative” voices and “liberal” voices and everything in between. As hard and uncomfortable as it might 
be, these conversations are important. And if we can’t have them at church, where else can we have them?

Line Dancing for Everyone | February 10, 17, 24
Dust off your boots and get ready to learn some of the latest country line dances! No experience necessary and boots 
not required. All you need is a willing spirit and a desire to move.

People's Passions | February 10, 17, 24
On February 10 and 17, Randy Fuqua will share his experience hiking over 2000 miles of the Appalachian Trail. On 
February 24, Jim Pierce and Chip Dickerson will share their passion for woodworking with us. 

Coming in March and April

The Inward Journey | March 3—April 28
Using videos from Second Breath (formerly Servant Leadership), Ernie and Butch will lead discussions on the practices 
we can do to enhance our experience of our faith in this Lenten season.

The Artisan Soul | March 3—April 14
Scott Neely, a longtime Presbyterian and local artist, will help us explore Erwin Raphael McManus’  The Artisan Soul: 
Crafting Your Life into a Work of Art. With poignant, inspirational stories and insights from art, life, history, and scripture 
interspersed throughout, this book walks readers through the process of crafting a life of beauty and wonder.

The Universal Christ | TBD
In this class, we will study a new webinar by Richard Rohr—a well-known spiritual writer and speaker— which explores 
who Jesus is for us and for our universe. This class will be facilitated by Terri Burleson.

In the Garden | March 3—April 14
This hands-on class will prepare the garden beds we have at Westminster and plant vegetables that will be shared 
with Fresh Mobile Markets. In addition, this group will help update the work started last fall in the Serenity Garden on 
the back of the Talent Field.  This class will be led by Emily Reeve and Dale Mitchell.
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