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SEVERET, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC – You'd 
have a hard time finding this impoverished 
backwater on the map. It's a dusty patch 20 
minutes down bumpy dirt roads from the 
main highway leading to Puerto Plata and 
other glittering resort areas along the north 
coast. Once supported by a thriving sugar 
cane industry, those jobs are gone and many 
residents here have yet to find steady work.

Fifteen of us from Westminster worked in 
June with some of the village's poorest as 
part of the church's first mission trip to the 
Dominican Republic. We partnered with 
Comunidad Connect, with which the church 
had previously worked in Nicaragua. Adam 
Rosendale, who grew up at Westminster, is 
now on the Comunidad Connect staff.

We patched holes in the concrete of a long 
barracks-styled building that's home to 
a mix of Dominican and Haitian families, 
spread fresh paint over its grimy walls and 
spent a few days absorbing a cycle of life 
very different from our own. We helped 
build a latrine and shower, conducted 
Vacation Bible School for the children and 
visited in the homes of several villagers. We 
came away humbled. 

“A lot of things I thought were a big deal at 
home are not a big deal at all,” Kara-Lynn 
Gilbert, who went with son Pearce Ruffin, 
said after watching how people in Severet 
manage with very little. “It's a beautiful thing 
to see the faces of the people we serve.”

Maddie Billings said, “The little we did made 
a big impact. All the relationships were way 
better than I expected.”

Our week began with a Sunday visit to 
Severet for a look at our project and to meet 
the community. At church, Pastor Ernie 
Thompson quoted from the first chapter of 
Paul's letter to the Romans.

“I have longed to come and see you that 
we might be mutually encouraged by each 
other's faith,” he told those in the Sanctuary.

Led by Lynn and David Hemm, we worked 
on the latrine and the long barracks-like 
building Monday through Wednesday 
mornings, then broke into groups for the 
afternoon. Some continued construction 
work, some led VBS and some visited 
families.

“God has given us all a talent,” said Rodney 
Hazel, who helped dig a big hole for the 
latrine and found time to hypnotize a 
rooster in front of amazed skeptics. “I like to 
see other people realize their talents.”

During family visits we took plastic buckets 
loaded with necessities: bags of rice and 
beans, cooking oil, sugar, seasoning, toilet 
paper, feminine products, toothbrushes and 
toothpaste. 

Thursday morning we drove into 
Montellano, a village on the main highway, 
for a bit of culture. Locals taught us several 
dances, whipped us in baseball and a 
woman named Altagracia made Dulce de 
Cocoa for us. That's a local favorite made 
of cinnamon, coconut shavings, cow's milk, 
vanilla, raisins, sugar and cloves. Very tasty. 

by Meredith Barkley



It’s hard to believe we’re in the home stretch of summer - which also means we’re in the home stretch 
of our building campaign, All In: Building Westminster’s Place of Community.

If you’ve been at the church over the last few weeks you’ve seen that some of the work has already begun. A 
generous lead gift and other initial gifts let us commit to the first phase of the project, the unavoidable exterior 
repairs and the Sanctuary renovations.

We’re off to a good start, but we still have a long way to reach our goal of 400 gifts or pledges and $2,000,000. 
Both goals are within our reach. Four hundred individuals or families pledge each year to the annual budget 
which supports all our mission and ministry, and so if we’re all in, we will reach 400 gifts or pledges, and if we 
do that, I’m confident we will raise all the money needed for making necessary and exciting improvements and 
repairs.

We have three more building tours in the month of August - these are the best way to see both the need and 
the possibilities, and are also a chance to ask questions. If you’re not able to make one of the building tours, 
I’m happy to answer questions or find a time I can show you around. We also mailed out a brochure and pledge 
cards a few weeks ago - both are available at the church if you missed the mailing.

We’d like to have all the gifts or pledges before August 25, our dedication Sunday. We’ll still be out of the 
Sanctuary until November, but the inconvenience will be worth it when we’re in our newly renovated place of 
worship. We hope the work on the children’s space, offices and more can start in the New Year.

I’m grateful for your gifts and support, for the campaign and for the budget and in other ways as well. Your gifts 
and support make all we do as a church possible.
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Later, as Kate Bell helped with 
cleanup, she fell into conversation 
with Altagracia, who offered some 
insight into a grateful life.

“Every single morning when the sun 
comes up is a miracle,” she told Bell, 
who was on the trip with her father, 
Robert. 

“Their values and what they consider 
important in life are much simpler,” 
Kate Bell said. “I feel like a lot of 
times when we say we're having a 
bad day, it's a bad five minutes and 
we milk it for the rest of the day. But 
we should be thankful for what we 
have.”

Others from Westminster making 
the trip were Steve Billings, Ed Lipsky, 
Newell Price, Tanner Price, Elaine 
Thompson and Meredith Barkley.
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People seek a Stephen Minister for a variety of reasons. Divorce, loss of a loved one, job loss, loneliness, illness, or a child in crisis 
are just a few. As a Stephen Minister, you will develop a Christian, caring and confidential relationship with someone assigned 
to you who is experiencing a challenging time. You will walk alongside this care receiver while offering emotional and spiritual 
 support. Your gifts of listening and compassion will be an integral part of the care receiver’s healing process during a difficult time. 

Training for becoming a Stephen Minister will begin September 12 and end on February 6 with breaks for holidays. The 50 hours of 
training will be offered here at Westminster on Thursday nights from 6:30pm to 9pm. 

Once you are commissioned and confidentially assigned a  care receiver, you will be expected to meet with that person about once 
a week for at least an hour. You will also attend a monthly supervision session where you will receive ideas and support from your 
fellow Stephen Ministers. A two-year commitment to the ministry is expected.

If interested in learning more, information packets are available at the Connecting Point outside the Church Offfice.  For additional 
information or questions contact Butch Sherrill at butch.sherrill@westpreschurch.org or Jean Camp at jeanscamp@icloud.com. 

Stephen Ministry

Top off your Monday night by enjoying casual fellowship and light acoustic  music. Little Brother Brewing will have beer, wine, sparkling 
water, and juice boxes available for purchase. Westminster will provide light snacks, but feel free to make plans to eat dinner downtown! 
On August 5, we will have a jazz trio featuring Chrishawn Darby, William Ledbetter, and Dreyvon Dobson. This event is free and open to 
the public. No RSVP necessary.

August 5
6pm • 348 S. Elm St. 
(across from Natty Greene’s) +



 

August Announcements

Weaver House Breakfast
Our next Greensboro Urban Ministry Weaver 
House Shelter Breakfast is Sunday, August 4. 
Servers and dining room volunteers are always 
needed at 6:45am, and no sign up is needed for 
this opportunity. Children elementary school 
age and older are welcome. Please enter the 
GUM property by way of their loading dock 
entrance at 1002 South Eugene Street. Park just 
south of the loading dock and enter the building 
just north of the loading dock by way of the first 
covered walkway door. 

Volunteers Needed for 
Fresh Mobile Market 
OOTGP Fresh Mobile Markets take place at 
high need GCS schools and Guilford County 
food deserts. Each location serves between 
50–90 families monthly with 50–70 pounds 
of fresh, frozen and non-perishable food. 
Westminster volunteers are needed on 
Saturdays August 17, September 21 and the 
third Saturday morning of each month in 2019. 
Youth ages 13 – 16 are welcome with a parent or 
responsible adult. Registration is necessary and 
can be completed at westpreschurch.org/news 
or by contacting Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@
westpreschurch.org).

Pathways Shelter Dinner 
The Outreach Committee is looking for 
individuals or groups to prepare and serve 
dinner to approximately 20 people at Pathways 
Family Shelter on Thursdays August 15 and 
September 19 and the third Thursday of each 
month.  If you are interested, please contact 
Ann Comfort in the Church Office (ann.
comfort@westpreschurch.org), sign up directly 
at westpreschurch.org/news or write Pathways 
on your Worship Response Card on Sunday 
morning.

This is a great service activity for Westminster 
families, small groups, Bible study, confirmation 
groups, Church School classes, or a group of 
friends. Costs are reimbursable.

JOY (Just Older Youth)
All seniors (60 years and older) are invited 
to join us this month at the J.O.Y. luncheon at 
noon on Tuesday, August 27. If you are not 
currently on the monthly call list and would like 
to attend, please contact the Church Office at 
336-299-3785 to make your reservation. 

Women's Salad Supper
All women are invited to join us on August 7 
at 6pm for our annual Women’s Salad Supper. 
This annual event is open to all Westminster 
visitors and members. We invite you to bring 
any kind of salad to share while we listen 
to Jane Stephens and Ann Morris on the 
Amani Children's Foundation and women's 
reproductive health in Kenya. Westminster 
will provide drinks, bread, and dessert. Please 
RSVP by visiting westpreschurch.org/events or 
by contacting Betsy Fitzmaurice in the Church 
Office (betsy.fitzmaurice@westpreschurch.
org.)

Children's Summer Church 
School
There will be no Church School in August. 
Families are encouraged to worship together. 
Nursery will be provided newborn-4 years old 
in Room 113.

Blessing of the Backpacks
As a faith community, we are called to surround 
our students with blessings and support as 
they enter the new school year. On August 25, 
in both worship services, we invite all students 
(preschool–college) to bring their backpack 
to worship so we can  pray over all of these 
individuals and ask God for blessings upon this 
new school year!

Photo Sharing
If you’ve taken photos at a Westminster event, 
please share with us! Visit the homepage of 
our website at westpreschurch.org (at the 
very bottom) and click on Westminster Photo 
Sharing. You will be able to submit your best 
photos directly from your phone or computer 
quickly and easily.  These images will be 
collected on the staff shared drive for staff, 
committees, future publicity, and/or social 
media. 

Block Party
Come celebrate the end of summer and the 
culmination of our campaign, "All In: Building 
Westminster's Place of Community" on 
August 25 from 4pm—6pm. We'll celebrate 
the money raised over the summer by enjoying 
warm fellowship, games, a bounce castle, dunk 
tank, face painting, cake walk, food, live music 
provided by the Mulligans, and more! An RSVP 
is not necessary, but helps us prepare the right 
amount of food. Visit westpreschurch.org/
events/blockparty to let us know you'l l be 
there!

Save the Date
September 29, 2019
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 New Members

Births
Anna Rebecca Teel, 

daughter of Katie and Massey Teel
and Lilah Mae Sosebee,  

daughter of Courtney and Seth Sosebee, 
great-granddaughters of Barbara Carroll

Mila Katherine Sigmon,
 daughter of Meredith and Grant Sigmon, 

granddaughter of Janet & Don Causey
Miles Glenn Martucci, 

son of Molly and Chris Martucci, 
grandson of Jennie and Rick Betton

Jack Robert Boschini, 
son of Alexa and John Boschini, 

grandson of Ida Glasgow

 Life's Passages

1727 Thistleburn Lane, Colfax, NC 27235
Joined: June 16

Mary Jane and Alan Campbell

404 Waycross Drive, Greensboro, NC 27410
Joined: June 23

Laurie and Steve Krasicky

Thank you!

Jakob and Hadley Brynn
804 Kemp Road W. Greensboro, NC 27358

Joined: June 30

Nate and Hillary Kaufmann

SUNDAY
 the FOURTH of AUGUST

at 12:15pm and 5pm

SUNDAY
 the EIGHTEENTH of AUGUST

5pm

you are cordially invited
to attend a building tour with Ernie Thompson

and the Campaign Committee

No RSVP is necessary.
The tour will begin in the Fellowship Hall.

During a walking tour, you will have the opportunity to learn 
about the many ways in which our building is utilized for  
worship, practice, and community. But more importantly, you will 
be invited into an exciting glimpse of  our future and how you can 
be a vital part of  Building Westminster’s Place of Community.
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September 8, 5:15pm—6pm
Gerrymandering: A Bi-Partisan Presentation
We will welcome guest speaker Gary Kenton of Concerned Citizens for Redis-
tricting Reform (CCRR), a non-partisan group whose mission is to educate res-
idents of Guilford, Alamance and Rockingham Counties about gerrymandering.

September 22, 5:15pm—6pm
An Evening with Jill Duffield
Jill is the first woman editor of The Presbyterian Outlook - the PCUSA’s journal 
of all things Presbyterian.

September 29
One Great Day of Service
The mission of One Great Day of Service (OGD) is to provide opportunities 
to go beyond our walls and be God’s light in our community through service. 
After worship, we will send Westminster into the community to serve. There 
will be a wide variety of projects to choose from for all ages.

More details to come...

Fa l l Save the Dates

Marriages
Emily Rosendale and Kyle Rixey on June 29

 Anniversaries
Trevor and Jane Sharp, 50 years on August 2
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Registration is open August 1 through September 1

Do you feel like you can’t find a moment of quiet? A mo-
ment of peace beyond waiting for the coffee to brew or the 
tea to steep? 

The annual women’s retreat is located at Valle Crucis Con-
ference Center overlooking the Blue Ridge Mountains. You 
can sit on the porch in a rocking chair for as long as you 
like, find a hiking trail, or explore local shops. This week-
end is designed for rest. For peace. For the quiet moment 
that seems so elusive in our day-to-day lives. 

Special guest speaker Kate Davelaar Guthrie will help us 
explore God’s desire for us to live in freedom (Galatians 
5:1). What does freedom mean? What does it look like? 
How do we experience freedom in our daily  lives? Togeth-
er, we will explore the links between shame, vulnerability, 
and freedom.

Registration will be open August 1 through September 1. 
Register with the brochure located at the Connecting Point 
outside the Church Office, online at westpreschurch.org/
womensgetaway, or use your ChurchLife app. 



Grimsley Mentoring Celebrates a Successful Year
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For the past three years, Westminster has  
partnered with Grimsley High School by pro-
viding mentors for their Success 101 program 
as part of our Outreach focus on Children in 
Poverty.  Last year Westminster had 14 adults 
serving as mentors for this innovative program 
and we're positive that number can grow in the 
years to come. Mentors and students are paired 
based on the mentors availability during school 
hours and meet weekly for one hour at Grims-
ley HS. If you would like to learn more and be 
included in an August interest meeting (date 
TBA) please write Grimsley on your Worship 
Response Card or contact Ann Comfort (ann.
comfort@westpreschurch.org) in the Church 
Office by Monday, August 12.

Grimsley Mentoring Interest Meeting




