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We do it every year about this time. Just 
once. Just one time a year. For just one thirty-
hour period, we challenge our youth to go 
without eating, to engage in food and hunger-
related service projects, to sleep outside in 
the elements using only the materials made 
available to them, and to listen and learn 
about the impact of hunger and poverty here 
in Guilford County and around the world. We 
just do it once a year. 

And yet, reality reminds us that 11% of the 
world’s population faces hunger on a daily 
basis. That’s somewhere in the ballpark of 
815 million people. 

We tell the kids that we want them to 
experience at least a tiny fraction of what 
hunger feels like. They don’t really like it, 
and I don’t blame them. It’s hard. You might 
get a headache. You might get overly tired. 
You might become uncomfortable. You get 
“hangry”. You might even become a bit 
lethargic. And that’s just once, just once a 
year. 

What we want them to know is that they’re 
surrounded by people who do it day in and 
day out, who experience those same feelings 
and compete with the same obstacles, all 
while trying to do their jobs or perform in 
the classroom or just make it from sunrise to 
sunset. What we want them to know is that 
it’s not someone else’s problem. What we 

want them to know—what we want everyone 
to know—is that we have a responsibility 
to respond to the hungry and the sick and 
the naked and the imprisoned. We have a 
responsibility to love our neighbors, to love 
our enemies, to love ourselves, to love our 
God with our heart, mind, soul and strength. 

We want them to know how to love better. 
And we want them to know that it can make 
a difference. According to 2016 statistics, the 
number of “chronically hungry people” is 
down almost 85 million from 2000. We can 
stop hunger! And we need to. According to 
the same study, hunger was on the rise again 
in 2017. It just shouldn’t happen. 

Join us in doing something about it. Find out 
how you can become involved in slowing the 
cycle of hunger and poverty here at home, and 
pray for our young people on April 5th and 
6th as they work to become the generation 
that breaks it. 

We’ll be collecting canned and dry goods 
for the Out of the Garden Project on 
Sunday, April 7, in the Fellowship Hall. 
Bags will be available in the Fellowship 
Hall on March 31. Bring it back labeled 
with your favorite college team. There 
may only be one winner in the NCAA 
Basketball "Big Dance", but everybody 
wins when no one is hungry. 

- Sam Perkins
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On Palm Sunday, April 14, our Chancel Choir will lead both services of worship with a powerful reflection on the meaning 
of the cross. I usually think of the cross as the way God acts out forgiveness in human history. The cross exposes the sin and 
evil and brokenness around us and within us, but the cross also reveals the depth of God’s love.

But the meaning of the cross goes deeper still. Richard Rohr suggests that the cross reveals a deeper pattern of God’s 
creation which gives meaning to the suffering that is so much a part of this world. Rohr writes:

“Jesus’ life, death, and raising up is the whole pattern revealed, named, summed up, and assured for our own lives. It gives 
us the full trajectory that we might not recognize otherwise. He is the map. The Jesus story is the universe story.

The crucified Jesus offers, at a largely unconscious level, a very compassionate meaning system for history. Without such 
cosmic meaning and soul significance, the agonies and tragedies of Earth feel like Shakespeare’s “sound and fury signifying 
nothing” or “a tale told by an idiot.” The body can live without food more easily than the soul can live without such 
transformative meaning.

If all our crucifixions are leading to some possible resurrection, and are not dead-end tragedies, this changes everything. If 
God is somehow participating in the suffering of humans and creation, instead of just passively tolerating it and observing 
it, that also changes everything.”

After reflecting on the meaning of the cross on Psalm Sunday and in our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services, we’ll 
celebrate with joy the Resurrection on Easter Sunday. Note that we’ve moved the first service in the Sanctuary to 9am to 
help with parking transitions, and we’ll also have our sunrise service at 6:30am - see page 3 for details.

In this season of Lent and Easter we’ve focused on the inward journey of faith. After Easter, we’ll begin to focus on how 
our faith expresses itself in love. We’ll begin by welcoming Janet Muntinda, the executive director of New Life Homes in 
Kenya, to preach for us on April 28. This will be a Sunday you don’t want to miss.

Your pastor,

Ernie

2 Westminster Presbyterian Church

The Pastor’s Column

 New Members
Deaths

 Curt Raygor on March 1
Al Ihrig on March 14

 Life's Passages

2830 Fleming Road
Greensboro, NC  27410

Joined: March 10

Laura Kneidl



www.westpreschurch.org  7

Thank You WE Shelter 
Volunteers

Thank you, Westminster volunteers, for supporting 
the Greensboro Urban Ministry WE Shelter at West 
Market Church (UMC) this season by serving as 
overnight hosts and preparing and serving dinner, 
and especially our dedicated overnight hosts/
coordinator, Robert Bell and Neal Dorman, and our 
meal coordinator, Dottie Henderson. 

Peacehaven Workday 
March 16

VBS:Christmas In July 
July 21-24

Vacation Bible School...it’s for everyone! Join us 
July 21-24 from 5:30pm-7:30pm when we will meet 
the characters of the season, explore Bethlehem as 
a little town, share new perspectives as we explore 
the season of the most amazing gift ever given: the 
gift of God’s son.  

Our community of faith will gather at VBS 
to learn, grow, get to know young and old, 
and together take a fresh look at this season 
and the best gift ever given. The cost is $20/
person, $35/max per family. Register online at 
westpreschurch.org/events or in the Church Office.

On Saturday, March 9, members of the WPC Tuesday Morning Book 
Study group served and shared dinner with the WE Shelter guests.  
Pictured L to R, are Elizabeth Bengtson, Donna O’Rourke, Jane 

Sharp and Caryl Johnson.

A team of volunteers from Westminster and Peacehaven  
disassembled a “hoop frame” structure located at an  
adjacent farm and moved it to Peacehaven Farm on  

Saturday, March 16.  A delicious lunch was served by Betsy 
Pierce and Marian Sherrill. Thank you to all from  

Westminster who participated in this workday 
with our friends.  



 

Apr i l Announcements

April 7 Weaver House Breakfast
Our next Greensboro Urban Ministry Weaver 
House Shelter breakfast is Sunday, April 7. 
Servers and dining room volunteers are always 
needed at 6:45 am and no sign up is needed for 
this opportunity.  Children elementary school 
age and older are welcome.  We are also in need 
of additional cooking volunteers to arrive at 6:00 
am.  If you are interested in this opportunity, 
sign up is necessary by contacting Ann Comfort 
(ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org), Jake Van 
Wyk (jakevanwyk@me.com, or Bert Andia 
(theandias86@gmail.com).  

Please enter the GUM property by way of their 
loading dock entrance at 1002 South Eugene 
Street.  Park just south of the loading dock 
and enter the building just north of the loading 
dock by way of the first covered walkway door.  
Please contact Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@
westpreschurch.org) if you have further 
questions.  

Outrageous Outreach
During the first weekend in April, our 4th-5th 
graders are joining this concentrated time of 
helping with food insufficiencies. 

Saturday, April 6, we will have a lock in.  Join 
us at 9pm in your PJs.  We will watch a movie, 
get up early to be at Weaver House in time to 
serve breakfast, come back to church and 
worship together.  Please and bring your sleeping 
bag and a change of clothes.

Sunday, April 7, before and after the 11am 
service, we will be selling empty belly cookies 
(cookies in the shape of a person but the “belly” 
will be missing). 100% of the proceeds will go to 
Out of the Garden. 

JOY (Just Older Youth)
All seniors (60 years and older) are invited to join 
us this month at the J.O.Y. (Just Older Youth) 
luncheon at noon on Tuesday, April 23, in the 
Fellowship Hall. If you are not currently on the 
monthly call list and would like to attend, please 
contact the Church Office at 336-299-3785 to 
make your reservation. 

Fresh Mobile Market Volunteers Needed
OOTGP Fresh Mobile Markets take place at 
high need GCS schools and Guilford County 
food deserts. Each location serves between 50-
90 families monthly with 50–70 pounds of fresh, 
frozen and non-perishable food.

Westminster volunteers are needed on Saturdays 
April 20, May 18, June 15 and the third 
Saturday morning of each month in 2019 for our 
Out of the Garden Project Fresh Mobile Market.  
Youth ages 13 – 16 are welcome with a parent 
or responsible adult.  To sign up, contact Ann 
Comfort in the church office (ann.comfort@
westpreschurch.org) or via the church website.

Racial Wealth Gap Simulation 
to be Offered May 1
Westminster will host an interactive educational 
event designed to help people understand 
the connections among racial equity, hunger, 
poverty and wealth.  The event will be held on 
Wednesday, May 1, from 6pm—8pm.  The 
simulation, developed by Bread for the World 
and facilitated by Rosa Saavedra of the Bread 
staff, demonstrates how federal policies, such as 
the GI Bill, created structural inequities affecting 
property ownership and education, and how 
those policies had a lasting impact on hunger 
and poverty in communities of color.  For more 
information, go to http://www.bread.org/library/
racial-wealth-gap-learning-simulation.

Registration is free and limited to 30 participants. 
The deadline to register is April 26. Please 
register at westpreschurch.org/events.

Easter 2019 Memorial and Honor Gifts 
On Sunday, May 5, Westminster children 
and youth will assemble Disaster Hygiene 
Kits for Church World Service.  Your financial 
contribution in honor or in memory of someone 
during this season of Lent will be used to 
purchase the specific supplies needed.  Church 
World Service depleted their supply of kits 
after hurricanes Florence and Michael (and 
other natural disasters) in 2018.  The kits we 
assemble in May will help CWS rebuild their 
supply.  Please complete the form in the worship 
bulletin and attach your contribution in honor or 
in memory of a loved one.

Hurricane Relief Trip to New Bern, NC 
Our May trip to Wilmington for Hurricane Relief 
is now full.  Please consider joining our team 
traveling to New Bern June 2—June 6. We 
will work with Fuller Center Disaster Rebuilders 
insulating, dry walling, installing floors, doors, 
cabinets and vanities, trimming, painting, etc. to 
rebuild homes affected by Hurricane Florence. 
This trip is available for those 16+ and costs 
$100. Confidential scholarships are available.  If 
you are interested or would like to learn more, 
please contact Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@
westpreschurch.org) or Butch Sherrill (butch.
sherrill@westpreschurch.org). You can also visit 
westpreschurch.org/events.

Photo Sharing
If you’ve taken photos at a Westminster event, 
please share with us! Visit the homepage of 
our website at westpreschurch.org (at the very 
bottom) and click on Westminster Photo Sharing. 
You will be able to submit your best photos 
directly from your phone or computer quickly 
and easily.  These images will be collected on the 
staff shared drive for staff, committees, future 
publicity, and/or social media.

Our Life Together Weekly Enews
In an effort to streamline communications, 
reduce clutter in your inbox, and help us all feel 
more connected and “all in” at Westminster, we 
are growing the pastor’s email! Beginning March 
20, all relevant children’s and youth enews will 
move to Our Life Together. Our Life Together 
will reflect…well, our life together! You will 
hear from a pastor or staff member, be able to 
RSVP for any upcoming events, learn about 
current outreach and fellowship opportunities, 
and check out what is coming up for our children 
and youth.   If interested in receiving this weekly 
email, please visit westpreschurch.org/news.
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Major Agenda Topics
• Review and approval of Westminster’s Annual Report to the PC(USA)
• Follow-up discussion from the Session Retreat held on January 25-26:

• Benefits of a “Community Covenant” to guide us in the joy and privilege of participating in Christ’s mission through  
worship, practice, and community

• High-priority activities for 2019 – building small groups, focus on engagement in church life, and improvements to 
church facilities

• Planning for facility improvements, maintenance, and repairs
• Monthly business actions:

• Review of financial report
• Committee reports and actions
• Report from February 12 meeting of Salem Presbytery
• Approval of membership actions & session minutes 

Actions Taken
• Review and approval of Westminster’s Annual Report to the PC(USA)
• Call a congregational meeting to approve changes to the pastors’ Terms of Call

Session Summary Report | Stated Meeting: February 24, 2019



Sunday Night Life
April
Classes begin at 5pm followed by a meal in the Fellowship Hall. A $5 love offering will be collected for adults. Children and youth eat 
free. If you would like to be added to the standing reservation list, please call the Church Office at 336-299-3785. You can also RSVP at 
westpreschurch.org/snl.

K—5th graders: Holy Moly!
Kids will enjoy animated videos, creative activities, and age-appropriate Bible explorations. 

Middle School WYFi
5pm—6:30pm WYFi in Room 100
6:30pm Sunday Night Life Dinner

High School WYFi
6:30pm Sunday Night Life Dinner
7pm—8:30pm WYFi in Room 100

The Artisan Soul | Now until April 7
Scott Neely, a longtime Presbyterian and local artist, will help us explore Erwin McManus’ The Artisan Soul: Crafting Your Life into 
a Work of Art. With poignant, inspirational stories and insights from art, life, and scripture interspersed throughout, this book walks 
readers through the process of crafting a life of beauty and wonder. This will be a time to explore your individual self and to understand 
that you are both a work of art and an artist at work! Absolutely no specific skills required! It's about the process of crafting! Please 
bring an 8.5 X 11 sketch pad. 

In the Garden | Now until April 7
This hands-on class will help update the work started last fall in the Serenity Garden on the back of the Talent Field and work with the 
landscaping in this area. Additionally, the group will plant a variety of spring vegetables in the raised beds at the church and learn all 
about vegetable gardening in the Piedmont. Leaders Dale Mitchell and Emily Reeve.

Holy Week Celebration for All Ages! | April 14 
As a part of Sunday Night Life, on April 14, our church family is given a chance to explore the different symbols of Holy Week. What 
does it mean to journey with Jesus through this Holy Week? What is the role of prayer? What might the disciples have thought as 
they tasted the wine and bread, representatives of Christ’s life poured out and broken? Knowing Christ died for us, what does it mean 
to remember our baptismal vows in this season? A circuit of tables will be set up to give individuals and families a chance to walk 
through the symbols of our faith from this time in the life of Christ. Participants may gather reminders of this experience to take home 
and help them continue to explore and think about this season. At the end of this circuit, a special labyrinth will help us explore prayer 
as we think and pray about the events of Jesus’ life in the week that led to the resurrection of our Lord and Savior. This celebration is 
designed for any and all ages from 5pm—6pm. 

At 6pm, families with children will gather to share the rest of the story and have an easter egg hunt! 

This experiential circuit will also be available to explore in the Chapel until the Maundy Thursday service.

The Inward Journey | Now until April 28 (excluding Easter Sunday)
Using a new video series from Second Breath (formerly the Servant Leadership School of Greensboro), Ernie will help us look at how 
Scripture, science and the Christian wisdom tradition all point to ways in which spiritual practices can be transforming. We'll watch 
brief video presentations, have time for table discussions, and try out various practices that help us experience God's presence and 
love.

The Universal Christ | Now until April 28 (excluding Easter Sunday)
In this class, we will explore a new webinar by Richard Rohr—a well-known spiritual writer and speaker— which explores how 
"Jesus" and "Christ" reveal the divine wholeness at the heart of things and for our universe. This class will be facilitated by Terri 
Burleson.
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