
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 25, 2018  11am Sanctuary 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Welcome! 
Westminster is a community of people gathering at two locations for worship,  

learning, fellowship, and service; and we are glad you are with us today.  
We trust you will receive warmth, compassion,  

hope, challenge, and encouragement. 
 

 
 

Gathering 
 

Prelude 
 

Hymn to Joy                    Wayne L. Wold 
 

Welcome and Announcements    
                                             
*Call to Worship  
                        

 Come let us sing for joy to the Lord; 
 Let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 
 Let us come before God with thanksgiving, 
 And praise God with music and song. 
 Come let us bow down in worship, 
 Let us kneel before the Lord, our maker; 
 For the Lord is our God, 
 And we are the people of God’s pasture, 
 The flock under God’s care. 
  
*Hymn of Praise #367 
 

 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come         ST. GEORGE’S WINDSOR 

 
Prayer of Confession    
    

Holy God,  
  you have given us many good gifts.  
We thank you for all that we have received.  
We confess that we sometimes love the gifts more 
  than we love the giver.  
We confess that we often want more – more clothes,  
  more toys, more money.  
Forgive us when we fail to be content and grateful.  
Help us to love you more than everything else,  
  and to trust you to provide for all our needs.  

 
 
 

 

n e w s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  

 
SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING 

Westminster will ring the Salvation Army bell at the Friendly Center Harris Teeter 

beginning Saturday, December 1 through Saturday, December 22.  This tradition 

funds a large portion of the services offered by Salvation Army throughout the 

year.  We will ring Monday through Friday 4pm—8pm and Saturdays 10am—8pm 

in two-hour time slots. Visit the church website, write Bell Ringing on your Wor-

ship Response Card, or contact Westminster member Melanie Wilkerson 

(mw6142@yahoo.com; 336-255-2433) to sign up for your shift.            

 

LONG UNDERWEAR COLLECTION FOR WEAVER HOUSE GUESTS 

Westminster is hosting our 7th annual collection of new, adult-sized long under-

wear and socks (dark colors are preferred) for Greensboro Urban Ministry’s Weav-

er House Homeless Shelter guests. Please place your items in the collection bins 

throughout the month of November.  For more information, contact Westminster 

member Obbe Haverkamp (336-288-2297) or Ann Comfort in the Church Office. 

 

VOLUNTEER ENGLISH TUTOR FOR REFUGEE MOM 

Westminster’s Refugee Ministry team has been helping to resettle a Congolese 

family since last February. The mother, Emeline, is now working a 2nd shift job and  

cannot attend English language school. We are looking for a volunteer to teach her 

at home for an hour, ideally twice a week. Experience teaching ESL or other teach-

ing experience would be a plus but is not required. She is an eager student. If  

interested, contact Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org).  

 

PARTNERSHIP VILLAGE ANGEL TREES 

It is Westminster’s long-standing tradition to provide Christmas gifts for the fami-

lies living at Partnership Village, a Greensboro Urban Ministry transitional housing 

community.   Angels listing the wishes and needs of the families will be available 

November 25 through December 16 (while supplies last). Unwrapped gifts are due 

back by 10:30am Sunday, December 16 or before. If you would like to participate 

in this ministry and are not able to select an angel from the tree, financial contribu-

tions are welcomed. Please make checks payable to Westminster Presbyterian, 

earmarked Partnership Village Families.  For more information, please contact Ann 

Comfort in the Church Office. 

 

THE BARNABAS NETWORK HAS CRITICAL NEEDS 

The Barnabas Network has a critical need for gently used drinking glasses, blan-

kets and sheets (all sizes) and pots and pans.  Bath towels, furniture and basic 

household items are always welcome.  Please drop off small items with Ann Com-

fort in the Church Office.  For large furniture items, please schedule a pickup with 

Barnabas (336-370-4002).  The Barnabas Network provides basic home furnish-

ings to qualified families and individuals who are transitioning from homelessness, 

fleeing abuse, recovering from flood or fire or resettling refugees.  Westminster 

supports the ministry of The Barnabas Network financially and through periodic 

on-site collections. 

a d v e n t  a t  w e s t m i n s t e r  

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Beginning December 2, we will joyfully come together in the Friendly Avenue 

Sanctuary with services offered at 9:30am and 11am.  As we make this transition 

into a new worship schedule, we look forward to being “all in” together in this  

advent season. 

 

ADVENT QUIET SPACES 

December 3, 10, 17 at 12pm in the Chapel 

We invite you to experience the beauty of Advent’s message through a brief, con-

templative worship service on Mondays during advent in our Chapel.  

 

DECEMBER 2 

2:30pm—4pm | 5pm—6pm 

Advent Celebration and Alternative Giving Sale 

Join us for intergenerational fellowship and crafts, refreshments, and an oppor-

tunity to purchase alternative Christmas gifts for your friends and family. Alterna-

tive gifts include Amani bead jewelry, handmade crafts, Honor Cards, and special 

items brought back from international mission trips. We will celebrate and shop 

from 2:30pm–4pm, pause for the Worship Band Concert at 4pm, and then resume 

from 5pm–6pm. 

 

4pm  | Worship Band Concert: A Celebration of Betsy Hyslop's Music and Ministry 

After almost 20 years as our Director of Music Ministries, Betsy will be retiring at 

the end of December.  Don’t miss this opportunity to hear Betsy and the Friendly 

Ave. Worship Band in concert one last time!  

 

7pm | An Advent Service of Wholeness and Healing 

Holidays are often a time of great joy, but it can also bring grief from death, loss, 

hardship, or loneliness. This service is a special time to encounter God’s love and 

to experience community, hope, and strength amidst grief.  All are welcome. 

 

DECEMBER 9 

4pm  | Ring Out, Wild Bells featuring the Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir with 

guest appearance by the North Carolina Brass Band Quintet. You won’t want to 

miss this special Christmas concert inspired by Alfred Lord Tennyson’s poem by 

the same name.  Dinner will follow. RSVP by visiting westpreschurch.org/advent. 

 

DECEMBER 16 

4pm | Crescent City Christmas Card featuring the Greensboro Holiday Jazz Septet 

Come join us for this special holiday concert of Christmas favorites, uniquely 

 arranged by Wynton Marsalis and performed by some of the area’s finest jazz 

 musicians.  

 

DECEMBER 24 

Friendly Avenue Sanctuary 

2pm • led by children and youth 

4pm • led by Chancel Choir 

6pm • led by Worship Band 

11pm • including Communion 

mailto:mw6142@yahoo.com


 
*Offertory               God’s Peace   
 

Come away from rush and hurry to the stillness of God’s peace; 
From our vain ambition’s worry, come to Christ and find release. 

Come away from noise and clamor, life’s demands and frenzied pace; 
Come to join the people gathered here to seek and find God’s grace. 

 
In the pastures of God’s goodness we lie down to rest our soul. 

From the waters of God’s mercy we drink deeply, are made whole. 
At the table of God’s presence all the saints are richly fed. 

With the oil of God’s anointing into service we are led. 
 

Come then, children, with your burdens, life’s confusions, fears, and pain. 
Leave them at the cross of Jesus, take instead his kingdom’s reign. 
Bring your thirsts, for he will quench them, he alone will satisfy. 

All our longings find attainment when to self we gladly die. 
 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

 
Sending   

 
*Closing Hymn#643 
 

Now Thank We All Our God             NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT 

 
Charge and Benediction 
 
*Benediction Response #826  
 

Lift High the Cross                    CRUCIFER 
 

Lift high the cross,  the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world adore  his sacred name. 

 

Come, Christians, follow where our Savior trod, 
the Lamb victorious,  Christ, the Son of God. 

 

Lift high the cross,  the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world adore  his sacred name. 

 
*Postlude  
                    

What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine!         Michael Burkhardt 
 

 

* All who are able, please stand. 
 
 
 
 
We are pleased that you are worshiping with us!  We invite you to  
participate in the many activities, small groups, classes, and fellowship  
opportunities at Westminster.  If you would like to join Westminster, new  
members are received after each service in the Conference Room (The first room 
on the left in the upstairs hallway, next to the church office  ). You may join by pro-
fession of faith, transfer of church letter, or  
reaffirmation of faith. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Silent Prayer 
 
Remembering God’s Forgiveness 

 

Leader:  Hear and proclaim the good news of the gospel,  
 God’s amazing gift of grace. 
All:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.  

 
*Congregational Response  

 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                   LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
  Praise God, all creatures high and low. 

  Alleluia, alleluia! 
  Praise God, in Jesus fully known:  

  Creator, Word, and Spirit One. 
  Alleluia, alleluia! 

  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

 
Proclaiming 

 

Welcoming Our Children  
 
Anthem 
 

Simple Gifts                   arr. Stephen Leek 
 

It’s the gift to be simple, it’s the gift to be free, 
It’s the gift to come down where you ought to be, 

And when we find ourselves in the place just right,  
Will be in the valley of love and delight. 

 

When true simplicity is gained, 
To bow and to bend we shall not be ashamed, 

To turn, turn, will be our delight 
‘Till by turning, turning, we come ‘round right. 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture                                     Matthew 6:25-34 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon             Three Big Questions and One Great Piece of Advice  
 

                                                           Ernie Thompson 
 

 
Response of the People 

 
*Hymn of Affirmation #175 
 

 Seek Ye First                   LAFFERTY 
 
Prayers of the People  and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

t o d a y  

 
FOR CHILDREN ON SUNDAY MORNING 

All children are welcome and encouraged to stay in worship during any service. 

We also offer Church School in conjunction with worship at 9:30am or 11am for 

babies through fifth grade. If you would like for your children to attend Church 

School, please fill out a Child Sign In Card and send it with them at the Welcoming 

the Children time in worship. At 11am, kindergarteners through fifth graders also 

have the option of participating in Junior Arts and Music on Sundays in Room 106. 

 

c o m i n g  s o o n   

 
HURRICANE RELIEF TRIP 

The Outreach Committee is pleased to announce our first Hurricane Florence relief 

trip to the Wilmington area Wednesday, November 28 through Saturday, Decem-

ber 1 or Sunday, December 2.  Space is limited to ten people on a first-come first-

served basis.  Cost is $100 per person for meals and a donation to NC hurricane 

rebuilding efforts.  The team will work with WARM, Wilmington Area Rebuilding 

Ministry, and will stay at 1st Presbyterian Wilmington.  Please visit westpre-

schurch.org/news for more information or to indicate your interest. You also may 

contact Ann Comfort or Butch Sherrill in the Church Office. 

 

HABITAT LUNCH MINISTRY 

Westminster will provide lunch on Saturday, December 1 for all volunteers build-

ing Habitat homes in Greensboro. Volunteers are needed to prepare lunch begin-

ning at 8:30am in the Westminster kitchen for delivery to the job site by 11am.  

This is a great opportunity, for all ages. To sign up, write Habitat Lunch on your 

Worship Response Card and you will be contacted with the details by Irene Lin-

ford, Westminster’s Habitat Lunch coordinator. For more information, please con-

tact Irene (336-662-9814) or Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org). 

 

NIGHT SHELTER BREAKFAST 

Westminster serves breakfast at the Greensboro Urban Ministry Weaver House 

Shelter the first Sunday of each month. Servers and dining room volunteers are 

always needed.  Children elementary school age and older are welcome.  No sign 

up is necessary. Our next breakfast is Sunday, December 2 at 6:45am. Please enter 

the GUM property by way of their loading dock entrance at 1002 South Eugene 

Street.  Park just south of the loading dock and enter the building just north of the 

loading dock by way of the first covered walkway door.  For more information 

contact Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org). 

 

CANCER MINISTRY CHRISTMAS DINNER GATHERING 

All are welcome to this Cancer Ministry event on Thursday, December 6 at 6pm in 

the Fellowship Hall. The speakers are our own Marie Wood and Barry Wetzel who 

will share their cancer journeys and how their faith helps them. A $5 donation is 

suggested for the meal.  RSVP to Emily Black (emily.black@westpreschurch.org) 

by Monday, December 3, or write Cancer Dinner on your Worship Response Card. 
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