
 
 

November 18, 2018 

Dedication Sunday  
 

11am,  Friendly Avenue Sanctuary 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

Welcome! 
Westminster is a community of people gathering at two locations for worship,  

learning, fellowship, and service; and we are glad you are with us today.  
We trust you will receive warmth, compassion,  

hope, challenge, and encouragement. 
 

 

Gathering 
 

Prelude 
 

Prelude on HOLY MANNA               Wilbur Held 
 

Welcome and Announcements    
 
Introit 

Brethren, We Have Met to Worship           arr. Stan Pethel 
 

Brethren, we have met to worship and adore the Lord our God; 
Will you pray with all your power, while we try to preach the word? 

All is vain unless the spirit of the holy One comes down; 
Brethren, pray, and holy manna will be showered all around. 

 

Is there here a trembling jailer seeking grace and filled with fears? 
Is there here a weeping Mary pouring forth a flood of tears? 

Brethren, join your cries to help them, sisters, let your prayers abound. 
Pray, o pray, that holy manna will be showered all around. 

 

Let us love our God supremely, let us love each other, too; 
Let us love and pray for others, till our god makes all things new. 

Then he’ll call us home to heaven, at his table we’ll sit down; 
Christ will gird himself and serve us with sweet manna all around. 

                 
                                    
*Call to Worship  
                        

Just as the body is one, and has many members, 
And all the members of the body, though many, are one, 
 

So it is with Christ. 
If one member of the body suffers, all suffer together with it. 
If one member of the body is honored, all rejoice together with it. 
 

You are the body of Christ. 
Let us worship the God who brings us together as one. 

  
 

n e w s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
 

The prayers and sympathy of the congregation are extended to family and friends 

upon the death of Edith Holshouser. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

The church office will close at noon on Wednesday, November 21, and be closed 

Thursday and Friday November 22–23.   

 

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING 

Westminster will ring the Salvation Army bell at the Friendly Center Harris Teeter 

beginning Saturday, December 1 through Saturday, December 22.  This tradition 

funds a large portion of the services offered by Salvation Army throughout the 

year.  We will ring Monday through Friday 4pm—8pm and Saturdays 10am—8pm 

in two-hour time slots. Visit the church website, write Bell Ringing on your Wor-

ship Response Card, or contact Westminster member Melanie Wilkerson 

(mw6142@yahoo.com; 336-255-2433) to sign up for your shift.            

 

LONG UNDERWEAR COLLECTION FOR WEAVER HOUSE GUESTS 

Westminster is hosting our 7th annual collection of new, adult-sized long under-

wear and socks (dark colors are preferred) for Greensboro Urban Ministry’s Weav-

er House Homeless Shelter guests. Please place your items in the collection bins 

throughout the month of November.  For more information, contact Westminster 

member Obbe Haverkamp (336-288-2297) or Ann Comfort in the Church Office. 

 

VOLUNTEER ENGLISH TUTOR FOR REFUGEE MOM 

Westminster’s Refugee Ministry team has been helping to resettle a Congolese 

family since last February. The mother, Emeline, is now working a 2nd shift job and  

cannot attend English language school. We are looking for a volunteer to teach her 

at home for an hour, ideally twice a week. Experience teaching ESL or other teach-

ing experience would be a plus but is not required. She is an eager student. If  

interested, contact Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org).  

 

HURRICANE RELIEF TRIP 

The Outreach Committee is pleased to announce our first Hurricane Florence relief 

trip to the Wilmington area Wednesday, November 28 through Saturday, Decem-

ber 1 or Sunday, December 2.  Space is limited to ten people on a first-come first-

served basis.  Cost is $100 per person for meals and a donation to NC hurricane 

rebuilding efforts.  The team will work with WARM, Wilmington Area Rebuilding 

Ministry, and will stay at 1st Presbyterian Wilmington.  Please visit westpre-

schurch.org/news for more information or to indicate your interest. You can also 

email emailing Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org) or Butch Sherrill 

(butch.sherrill@westpreschurch.org). 

 

HABITAT LUNCH MINISTRY 

Westminster will provide lunch on Saturday, December 1 for all volunteers build-

ing Habitat homes in Greensboro. Volunteers are needed to prepare lunch begin-

ning at 8:30am in the Westminster kitchen for delivery to the job site by 11am.  

This is a great opportunity, for all ages. To sign up, write Habitat Lunch on your 

Worship Response Card and you will be contacted with the details by Irene Lin-

ford, Westminster’s Habitat Lunch coordinator. For more information, please con-

tact Irene (336-662-9814) or Ann Comfort (ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org). 

 

a d v e n t  a t  w e s t m i n s t e r  

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Beginning December 2, we will joyfully come together in the Friendly Avenue 

Sanctuary with services offered at 9:30am and 11am.  As we make this transition 

into a new worship schedule, we look forward to being “all in” together in this  

advent season. 

 

DECEMBER 2 

2:30pm—4pm | 5pm—6pm 

Advent Celebration and Alternative Giving Sale 

Join us for intergenerational fellowship and crafts, refreshments, and an oppor-

tunity to purchase alternative Christmas gifts for your friends and family. Alterna-

tive gifts include Amani bead jewelry, handmade crafts, Honor Cards, and special 

items brought back from international mission trips. We will celebrate and shop 

from 2:30pm–4pm, pause for the Worship Band Concert at 4pm, and then resume 

from 5pm–6pm. 

 

4pm  | Worship Band Concert: A Celebration of Betsy Hyslop's Music and Ministry 

After 20+ years as our Director of Music Ministries, Betsy is retiring. Come listen 

to some of her favorite songs as she directs the Friendly Avenue Worship Band for 

one last celebration! A reception will follow. 

 

7pm | An Advent Service of Wholeness and Healing 

Holidays are often a time of great joy, but it can also bring grief from death, loss, 

hardship, or loneliness. This service is a special time to encounter God’s love and 

to experience community, hope, and strength amidst grief.  All are welcome. 

 

DECEMBER 9 

4pm  | Ring Out, Wild Bells featuring the Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir with 

guest appearance by the North Carolina Brass Band Quintet, you won’t want to 

miss this special Christmas concert inspired by Alfred Lord Tennyson’s poem by 

the same name.  Dinner will follow. RSVP by visiting westpreschurch.org/advent. 

 

DECEMBER 16 

4pm | Crescent City Christmas Card featuring the Greensboro Holiday Jazz Septet 

All are invited to join us for this special Christmas event featuring all your favorite 

holiday songs and carols arranged by Wynton Marsalis and performed by some of 

the area's finest jazz musicians.   

 

DECEMBER 24 

Friendly Avenue Sanctuary 

2pm • led by children and youth 

4pm • led by Chancel Choir 

6pm • led by Worship Band 

11pm • including Communion 

mailto:mw6142@yahoo.com


 
Response of the People 

 
Prayers of the People  and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
Offering of Gifts and Pledges 

(The congregation will be invited to come forward and place  
your  worship response card, pledge or gift  
in the baskets at the front of the sanctuary.  

Ushers will have baskets for those who are not able to come forward.) 

 

*Offertory Hymn #475 
 

 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing               NETTLETON 

 
                              

Prayer of Dedication    

 
Sending   

 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
*Benediction Response #826  
 

Lift High the Cross                     CRUCIFER 
 

Lift high the cross,  the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world adore  his sacred name. 

 

Come, Christians, follow where our Savior trod, 
the Lamb victorious,  Christ, the Son of God. 

 

Lift high the cross,  the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world adore  his sacred name. 

 
*Postlude  
                    

What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine!         Michael Burkhardt 
 

 

* All who are able, please stand. 
 
 
 
 
We are pleased that you are worshiping with us!  We invite you to  
participate in the many activities, small groups, classes, and fellowship  
opportunities at Westminster.  If you would like to join Westminster, new  
members are received after each service in the Conference Room (Friendly Ave. - 
the first room on the chapel in the upstairs hallway, next to the church office  & 
Connecting Point or Lake Brandt – the room to the right as you exit the  
sanctuary). You may join by profession of faith, transfer of church letter, or  
reaffirmation of faith. 
 

 
*Hymn of Praise #4 
 

 Holy God, We Praise Your Name         GROSSER GOTT, WIR LOBEN DICH 

 
Prayer of Confession    
    

 God you have created us for community, to share our joys and sor-
rows, to encourage each other and comfort each other. But community 
is not easy. We take each other for granted or take advantage of each 
other. We separate ourselves or suffocate each other. We disagree and 
try to win rather than trying to understand. Community is a precious 
gift and it is also a fragile thing. But you keep calling us together. You 
keep inviting us to be a part of something larger than ourselves. You 
keep reminding us that life is better together. God save us from our sin 
that divides us. Help us follow the one who always unites. Give us glad 
and generous hearts, so that our community will grow and thrive. We 
pray in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 
Silent Prayer 
 
Remembering God’s Forgiveness 

 

Leader:  Hear and proclaim the good news of the gospel,  
 God’s amazing gift of grace. 
All:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.  

 
*Congregational Response  

 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                         LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
  Praise God, all creatures high and low. 

  Alleluia, alleluia! 
  Praise God, in Jesus fully known:  

  Creator, Word, and Spirit One. 
  Alleluia, alleluia! 

  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
 

Proclaiming 
 

Welcoming Our Children  
 
Anthem 
 

Zion’s Walls                   Aaron Copland 
                   arr. Glenn Koponen 

 

Come fathers and mothers, come sisters and brothers, 
Come join us in singing the praises of Zion. 

O fathers don’t you feel determined to meet within the walls of Zion. 
We’ll shout and go round the walls of Zion. 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture                                          Acts 2:44-46 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Sermon         An All In Church: The Gift and Power of Community   
 

                                                     Ernie Thompson 

t o d a y  
 

The flowers in the Friendly Avenue Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in 

memory of Ann Barr by her family. 

 

FOR CHILDREN ON SUNDAY MORNING 

All children are welcome and encouraged to stay in worship during any service. 

We also offer Church School in conjunction with worship at 9:30am or 11am for 

babies through fifth grade. If you would like for your children to attend Church 

School, please fill out a Child Sign In Card and send it with them at the Welcoming 

the Children time in worship. At 11am, kindergarteners through fifth graders also 

have the option of participating in Junior Arts and Music on Sundays in Room 106. 

 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING OFFERED 

The Health Team will offer free blood pressure screenings by registered nurses 

following all worship services in the Friendly Avenue Library and Lake Brandt 

gathering area. 

 

UNPLUG THE CHRISTMAS MACHINE 

The PEEPS class welcomes you today at 11am in the Friendly Avenue Fellowship 

Hall Alcove. We all want our holidays to be a time of spiritual significance and 

memory making, but for many families they feel like an exercise in stress manage-

ment.  Join us for a conversation about practical ways to put the brakes on busy 

and making space for the Spirit so that you can embrace the true joys of the sea-

son.  Led by the Rev. Ginny Bain Inman, an Episcopal priest and mother.  

 

LAKE BRANDT FAREWELL CONCERT 

Come to the Lake Brandt Campus (4747 Lake Brandt Road) and listen to the wor-

ship band beginning at 4pm. Sing along or enjoy a slice of pizza as we say farewell 

to the Lake Brandt campus . No RSVP is necessary. 
 

c o m i n g  s o o n   
 

THANKSGIVING WORSHIP 

We will gather on Tuesday, November 20, at 6:30pm at St. James Presbyterian 

Church (820 Ross Street). Worship leadership provided by Westminster and St. 

James clergy and musicians. 

 

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP MEETING 

Westminster has a Caregivers’ Support Group which meets twice per month in 

Room 204 on Tuesdays, 2pm–4pm. The next meeting is November 20. Any provid-

ing caregiver services is invited.  If you have questions, please feel free to call An-

dee Gable at 336-316-1169 or email Lgable@triad.rr.com. 

 

CANCER MINISTRY CHRISTMAS DINNER GATHERING 

All are welcome to this Cancer Ministry event on Thursday, December 6 at 6pm in 

the Fellowship Hall. The speakers are our own Marie Wood and Barry Wetzel who 

will share their cancer journeys and how their faith helps them. A $5 donation is 

suggested for the meal.  RSVP to Emily Black (emily.black@westpreschurch.org) 

by Monday, December 3, or write Cancer Dinner on your Worship Response Card.  

mailto:emily.black@westpreschurch.org

