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I am going to start with a quote this morning and as I read it, I’d like you to try and guess where it was written and by 
whom: 

“The power which has always started the greatest religious and political avalanches in history has been, from time 
immemorial, none but the magic power of the word, and that alone. Particularly the broad masses of the people can be 
moved only by the power of speech…Only a storm of hot passion can turn the destinies of peoples, and he alone can 
arouse passion who bears it within himself.” 

Any idea who wrote this? Where it was written? 

No other than Adolf Hitler in “Mein Kampf.” 

Here is another quote, different source, different person:  

You could feel “the passion of the people flowing up to him, it almost seemed that we stood on a height, and could see our 
inheritance; perhaps we could make the kingdom real.” 

https://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/28/us/the-lasting-power-of-dr-kings-dream-speech.html 

James Baldwin, writing about Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I have a dream” speech. 

Words make worlds. We, the people of the Book, those who follow the Word made flesh, ought to know this better than 
anyone.  

Words make worlds. 

Language leads change. 

Speech can alter the course of history. 

James warns us to be careful what comes out of our mouths or through our fingers onto a screen. Language, speech, words 
are powerful. We, of all people, ought to know this truth.  

Think Pentecost and creation. 

Think of the words of Jesus to those who cry out for healing and the ones he uttered from the cross. 

Or God’s call to Jeremiah: I will put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to 
uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant. 

Words, God’s Word, God’s words spoken through us, have power. 

Jesus tells his followers: For it is not you who speak, but it is the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you. 

Words make worlds. 

Language leads change. 

Speech can alter the course of relationships, communities and history. 

How much more for those of us entrusted to be witnesses to the Word made flesh? Told the Spirit of God our Father 
speaks in us?  

Jacques Ellul, a 20th century theologian, writes this: 

“Because God speaks, when a person speaks a mysterious power is attached to what he says. Every human word is called 
on, more or less clearly, to express the Word of God, and there is a misuse of power, an abuse of words when this is not 
the case.” 
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Every human word is called on to express the Word of God and it is a misuse of power when this is not the case. 

Words make worlds. 

Language leads change. 

Speech can be the rudder guiding us and others. Haven’t you experienced this? Around your dinner table or at the Session 
meeting? Someone speaks and the mood in the room changes, for better or for worse, the direction of the conversation 
takes a sharp turn, and all of sudden we are at a place we did not anticipate, for good or for ill. There is power in our 
words. 

Those of us who follow the Word made flesh, who worship the God who speaks ought to know better than anyone the 
power and the responsibility of our words. 

I tell you, on the day of judgment you will have to give an account for every careless word you utter; 37 for by your words 
you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” Matthew 12:36-37 

Every. Single. Word. Uttered. Emailed. Tweeted. Text. Posted.  

Sit with that truth for a moment. What’s the last thing you said? Take a look at your Facebook page, Twitter account or 
texts. Are these the words you want to justify to the Most High God? 

Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up,[a] as there is need, so that your words 
may give grace to those who hear. Ephesians 4:29 

If this is the standard by which we measured our words, how different would our world be? 

There is no genre of Scripture from Genesis to Revelation that does not have something to say about the power of words 
and we follow the One who: 

In the beginning was the Word… 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

We of all peoples ought to know the power of words. 

Ellul again, “The importance of the human word becomes evident when we consider that a person speaking is God’s 
witness.” (page 107) 

Friends, if this is so, to what are our words bearing witness? To whom?  

Words make worlds. 

Language leads change. 

What comes out of our mouths or through our fingers has the power to alter the trajectory of our relationships, our 
communities, our congregations and our world. 

We have been given the power to build up or destroy, to create a world that reflects the character of our God or that 
wallows in iniquity, division, rancor and evil. 

This is NO EXAGERATION.  

The very state of our life together is at stake and we will be called to account for every word we utter, for the world our 
words build or destroy, the change our language leads, for good or for ill. 

A few weeks ago, two envelopes came to the Outlook office. They were return envelopes from our recent fundraising 
mailing. They had no return address. They were sealed with tape. Inside one was a clipping from a white nationalist 
newspaper and inside the second a copy of a newsletter published by the Racial Nationalist Party. 

The tag line of one was a phrase in Latin, attributed to Caligula, translated: While we fear we hate. 

While this was disturbing, it was not shocking because I had witnessed the Neo-Nazis who came to my town two years 
ago chanted: Jews will not replace us. And “Blood and Soil.” Making it irrefutable that words make worlds. 

Language leads change. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%253A29&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29285a
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Speech moves humanity to participate in acts of abhorrent hate or to be inspired to make the Kingdom of God visible, 
tangible, unquestionably present not just to us, but to and for everyone. 

The question for us is this: what worlds are we making with our words? What change does our language lead?  

This is not a trivial question. It is, in the end, a matter of life and death, one of such importance to God that we will be 
called to account for every single word we utter, judged on whether or not our words witnessed to Jesus Christ, expressed 
the Word of God, or not. 

The world God created with the divine Word was: Good, very good. Beautiful, fruitful, abundant and life giving. 

The Word made flesh came not to condemn the world but to save it, that all might have life and life abundant. 

Jesus’ words sprung from compassion: Your faith has made you well. I do choose. Be healed. Your sins are forgiven. Be 
not afraid. Lo, I am with you always. I will never leave you orphaned. Love one another.  

God’s Word creates a world of goodness and mercy, grace and joy, redemption, reconciliation and peace. The language of 
Christ leads a revolution of grace. The Spirit of Pentecost knits together a multitude of heretofore divided people.   

The world of God’s Word begins in goodness: 
 “God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.” 

And culminates with this stunning vision: 

Then the angel[j] showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb…Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his 
servants[l] will worship him; 4 they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And there will be no more 
night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever…These 
words are trustworthy and true…” 

And right now, in this in between time the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, the living Word, promises: 
 “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate,[g] to be with you forever…the Advocate,[i] the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I 
leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do 
not let them be afraid.” 

The performative, living, powerful word of our God that we are to speak and steward, proclaim with every utterance, key 
stroke and click reflects the One who said: 

Let the little children come to me. 

Feed my sheep. 

My yoke is easy and my burden is light.  

I desire mercy and not sacrifice. 

Whatever you do to the least of these, you do to me. 

The performative, living, powerful word of our God that we are to speak and steward, proclaim and embody reflects the 
Spirit inspired and infused words of Scripture: 

Faith, hope and love, these three abide but the greatest of these is love. 

The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want.  
 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth…  
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying:  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21-22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-31066j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21-22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-31068l
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26674g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26684i
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“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with mortals,  
and He will dwell with them.  

They will be His people,  
and God Himself will be with them.  

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes,  
and there will be no more death  

or mourning or crying or pain,  
for the former things have passed away. 

 …Behold, I make all things new.” Then He said, “Write this down, for these words are faithful and true.” 
Imagine the world made of these words, the change that comes with this language, the trajectory of creation with faithful 
and true speech. Remember every word you utter is imbued with the power of the Word of God because we are witnesses 
to the Word made flesh. Trust the promise that God’s living word reverberating through history, heard and spoken by 
people of faith, WILL NOT RETURN TO GOD EMPTY BUT WILL ACCOMPLISH THE PURPOSE GOD INTENDS. 
Imagine the world, that God will create for us, through us when we tame our tongues until the Spirit set them aflame and 
all we communicate in thought, word and deed is the love of Jesus Christ. It will be good, very good and we know, 
through Christ, all things, are possible: even this. Amen.   

  


