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44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods 
and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.  

46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 
with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.  

And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 

*** 
 

At the orientation for a Servant Leadership class I was taking, a man introduced himself by saying, “I am deeply 
spiritual, but I despise organized religion.” 

 
Now I’ll confess that my first thought was a little judgmental, as our first thoughts often are.  I thought, “That 
sounds like a contradiction – to be deeply spiritual, and at the same time to despise organized religion.” 
Despise is such a strong word. If feels even stronger than hate – and that’s the opposite of where I think real 
spirituality leads us. 

 
My second thought was a little more compassionate, as our second thoughts often are.  
I wondered where this man’s despising of organized religion came from. When somebody has that kind of 
hatred against a group of other people I think that behind hate there is almost always pain, or fear, or both.  
So, I wondered if he had been hurt by organized religion – and religious communities can certainly hurt people 
in terrible ways. 

 
This man ended up in a different class from me, so I don’t know anything else about his story.  
But my prayer for him is that he finds community somewhere – I don’t really care how organized or 
disorganized it is, or even how religious it is.  
But I hope he finds community somewhere – because my experience has been that genuine community is one of 
God’s greatest gifts. Genuine community has the power to change us and to change the world. 

 
*** 

 
1. Now I think we are living in a time, particularly in our nation, where we there is a crisis of community. 

 
I shared with you all recently a survey which says that 40% of people in our nation say that they feel isolated 
and alone, and that is not good. 

 
I listened to a podcast this week about Facebook. Facebook says that their purpose is to build community to 
connect us to each other. And certainly, there are some ways the app does that. But it appears that Facebook 
executives ignored behavior which was destructive to our nation and to our community to keep the profits 
coming in. Facebook’s intent may have originally been to pull people together, but it has been transformed into 
something that is tearing us apart. 

 
I read an opinion piece which said that Facebook’s troubles are just a part of a larger problem. New 
technologies often promise more than they can deliver. They claim they will make hard things easy – but some 
things are inherently hard.  
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The writer says, Having a thousand friends on Facebook is easy. Maintaining six or seven close adult 
friendships over many years is hard. Tweeting and trolling are easy. Mastering the arts of conversation and 
measured debate is hard. … Swiping right on Tinder is easy. Finding love — and staying in it — is hard. 

 
Social media may promise to make community easy, but genuine community is fragile and takes hard work to 
create and maintain – but building and sustain community is worth the time and the effort. 

 
I was at a Presbytery meeting this week, a gathering of pastors and elders. We were discussing a controversial 
topic, how to restructure our life together and where we should and shouldn’t spend money.Things got a little 
heated. A pastor told us about a book he is reading which talks about “the myth of us vs. them.”  

 
That myth divides every argument into two sides, us vs. them, good versus bad.  
It’s a myth that is infecting our nation and it can even infect the church. 
This myth leads us to question the motives and the intelligence of anyone who disagrees with our side.  

 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn points us to a deeper truth. 
He says that, “the line which runs between good and evil does not divide nations or parties or ideologies. That 
line between good and evil divides every human heart.” 
There is good and bad in each one of us. 

 
At one of our Stewardship home gatherings this week a member told me that he thinks too often we look for the 
worst in each other.  He said that if we look for the worst in another person we’ll find it, in anyone.  
But if we look for the best, if we give people the benefit of the doubt, we’ll find something good in almost 
everyone. 

 
I recently bought a book called The Vanishing Neighbor: The Transformation of American Community.  
The book talks about the loss of what they call the middle ring. Many of us in America today still have a small 
inner ring, family and/or close friends, and a large outer ring, acquaintances or colleagues or Facebook friends.  
But what’s missing the say, is the middle ring - that group of people beyond our inner circle but who are still 
close enough to know us and care for us and share our journey. 

 
That’s kind of community that we long for and that can be such a blessing, but that is also getting harder and 
harder to find. 

 
 And that’s one reason I think we need to be an “All In” Church - a church where we are committed 

not just to God but also to each other, a church where we are committed to building and sustaining the 
kind of community that can change our life and that can change the world. 

 
*** 

 
2. That’s the kind of community we find in our Scripture lesson, and it’s the kind of community God is 
calling us to be. 

 
We read in verse 44, “All who believed were together, and had all things in common.” 
That’s what an “all in” community looks like. It’s a place where we’re all together and have all things in 
common. Notice the connection here between believing and belonging. When we believe, God is always calling 
into community. 

 
That call to community starts from the very beginning of human existence. 



 
3 

In Israel’s creation stories, God creates a good and beautiful world, and then God creates a human being, Adam. 
But God says, “It is not good for the man to be alone.” That’s the first thing that is not good in the creation 
story. Isolation is not good. Loneliness is not good.  
 
So, God creates a partner for Adam, and Adam’s heart is filled with joy. This is how life is meant to be lived, in 
connection with God and with each other. 
 
The gospels tell us that the very first thing Jesus did, before he even began his ministry, was to create a new 
community. 
 
Jesus calls men and women to come and follow him. And they do. It was a costly call in many ways – they left 
behind friends and family and vocation. But it was also a joyful and life changing call. 
 
And then, after three years of teaching and sharing and having all things in common, Jesus sends his followers 
out to bring healing and wholeness and salvation to all nations.  
 
Jesus’ most important gift to the world is not a system of beliefs but rather a community that has been shaped in 
his image and filled with the power of the Spirit. 
 
One of the most visible signs of this community of Jesus’ followers is the practice of generosity.  
Verse 45 says, “They would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had 
need.” 
The Roman Emperor Julian was somewhat mystified by this strange new community. Julian wrote in a letter 
that these Christians, “don’t just feed their own poor, they feed our poor as well, and welcome them with love.” 

 
These early Christians were with their money and they were also generous with their time and in their 
commitment to each other. 
Verse 46 says, “Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate 
their food with glad and generous hearts.” 
They spent “much time” together, and that’s what community takes.  

 
You don’t build community by seeing people once a month.  
You build community by spending time with each other day by day, week by week, year by year.  
You spend time worshipping together and eating together and sharing our joys and sorrows. 

 
This kind of community that shares life together is attractive. 

 
And so we are told that these early Christians gathered “with glad and generous hearts, praising God, and 
having the good will of all the people.” (verse 46-47a) 
When we invest in our relationships, when we spend time with people we love, and people who love us, these 
relationships bring generosity and joy. 
And when people see that, when people witness community as it’s meant to be, they want to be a part of it. 
When we get organized religion right, people don’t despise it, they admire it and want to be a part of our 
community. 

 
And so, our lesson says, “Day by day, the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.” (verse 
47b) 
“Being saved” here means being transformed. It means being changed by Jesus’ vision and by this new way of 
life being lived out in community. It means being healed and made whole and being made new.  
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First the disciples’ lives are changed, and then the community grows and more and more people’s lives are 
transformed. 

 
 This is what an “All In” community looks like. It’s a place of generosity and joy. It’s a place where 

people are committed to God and to each other. It’s a web of relationships which are transforming - for 
us and for the world. 

 
*** 

 
3. I’ve heard it said that if you really want to know what is important to someone, you should look at two 
things, their checkbook and their calendar.  

 
The places where we invest our money and the places where we invest our time reveal what we care most 
about. And so, as followers of Jesus Christ, we invest our money and invest our time in community. 

 
When my daughter was getting married a few years ago I had a little sticker shock when I looked at the budget 
for the reception. It seemed like a lot of money for one event.  
But at some point, I realized what we were really doing was throwing a party for 200 people who had made a 
difference in our daughter and son-in-law’s lives.  
We weren’t just buying food and paying a band, we were bringing people together to celebrate and give thanks 
and to be a part of this joyful event, my daughter and son-in-law coming together as husband and wife. We were 
investing in community. Now, we probably could have left out a few things like the cozies, but mostly I think it 
was money well spent. 

 
That wedding reception was a onetime event. But my investment in the community called Westminster is 
ongoing. The price of the reception seemed high, but I’m happy to invest that much and more, year after year, to 
support the life and mission and ministry of Westminster. When Elaine and I give to the church, we are 
investing in a community which has the power to change lives and to change the world. And I think that is 
money well spent. 

 
On this dedication Sunday, we are all invited to invest both our time and our money in this community called 
Westminster. 
Our gifts make possible everything we do together and everything we do beyond our walls.  
Our gift of time is also critical – time invested in worship, time invested in service, time invested in fun and 
fellowship, time invested in study and prayer and care. 
This church, this community depends on our generosity. 

 
 I think it’s worth investing in this community, because our life together as a church is a gift, a gift 

which has the power to change us and to change the world. 
 

*** 
 
For our offering this morning, we will invite you to come forward.  
If you can’t come forward, we’ll have ushers who will come to you. 
You are invited to place in the baskets at the front a gift to the church, or your pledge card for the coming year, 
or your worship response card, which can be a way of offering your life to God. 

 
God is calling us to be an “All In” church: 
A church of generosity and joy;  
A church of genuine community and deep commitment; 
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A church where God is at work to bring healing and wholeness and transformation for all. 
 

So, during our Song of Dedication, I invite you to come forward to present your gift, your pledge, and yourself 
to God. 

 


