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37Now when the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 

“Brothers, what should we do?”  
38Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins 

may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
39For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our 

God calls to him.”  
 

40And Peter testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation.” 41So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand 
persons were added. 

 

42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  
43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.  
44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods 

and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.  
 

46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 
with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the 
Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 

*** 
 
One of the songs I learned as a child says, 
The church is not a building, 
The church is not a steeple, 
The church is not a resting place, 
The church is a people. 
 
And then the refrain, 
I am the church, 
You are the church. 
We are the church together. 
All who follow Jesus, all around the world, 
Yes, we’re the church together. 
 
And I think that song is exactly right. 
The church is not a building, the church is a people. 
I am the church and you are the church. 
We are the church together.  
 
The church is a people, but God’s people need a place to gather together. 
God’s people need a place to worship and pray; 
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A place to share meals and share lives; 
A place to welcome strangers and guests, and to study and serve. 
 
And so, I want to think on this Pentecost morning about what it means to be God’s church, God’s people, and 

about the importance of the place where God’s people gather.  
 

*** 
 
1. In our Scripture lesson, Peter has just preached his first sermon. He has shared the good news of 

Jesus Christ and how the Spirit has now been given to the disciples.  
 
Peter and the other disciples have spent 3 years with Jesus, listening to his teaching and watching his actions 

and even joining in his ministry.  
And in Jesus’ life and ministry and then in his death and resurrection, they have seen this glimpse of who God 

is and what God is doing in the world.  
They’ve seen the power of God at work in Jesus, doing amazing things – changing hearts and minds, healing 

and forgiving and making all things new. 
 
And then, on Pentecost, the disciples receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
And again, they are amazed. 
God’s power is not just work around them. God’s power is now also at work within them. 
 
And God immediately sends them out to share the good news. 
The disciples begin to speak in many languages, so that people from every tribe and nation can hear and 

understand the good news. 
In Jesus Christ and by the gift of the Holy Spirit God creates a people, and then God send them out into the 

world to share the good news of his love and grace and to participate in God’s work of forgiveness and healing 
and reconciliation. 

 
And so, the church begins, not with us, but with God. 
The disciples don’t sit down and say, “You know we really ought to form a new organization and do some 

strategic planning to set goals and membership policies.”  
The church begins with God – with God’s initiative, with God’s gifts, with God’s call, with God’s power and 

God’s promises. The disciples are just trying to keep up with what God is doing. 
 
One theologian says, “It is not that the church of God has a mission, but rather the God of mission has a 

church.  
That’s what we see in Jesus Christ and in the gift of the Spirit. God is active and at work. God has a mission. 
And the God of mission has a church, a people gathered and gifted who are sent out to participate in  God’s 

work in the world. 
 
And it’s a big mission – a life changing mission, a world changing mission. 
Peter says, “the promise is for you and for your children, and for all who are far away, for everyone the Lord 

our God calls.” 
And then, just to drive that point home, we see the disciples speaking in all these different languages. The 

good news is for all people in all places. 
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The first sentence in the Presbyterian Church’s Book of Order says, “The good news of the gospel is that the 

triune God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – creates, redeems, sustains, rules, and transforms all things and all 
people.” 

 
 The church starts with God, with God’s presence and power and God’s mission in the world – 

creating, redeeming, sustaining, ruling, and transforming all things. That’s the good news that Peter 
proclaims at Pentecost and it’s the good news that we still celebrate and proclaim and embody today. 

 
*** 

 
2. And when the people hear this good news, they are cut to the heart, and so they ask Peter, “What 

should we do?”  
 
The first question is, “What is God doing? What is happening here?” That’s what Peter has explained in his 

sermon – how God is at work. 
But then the second question is, “What should we do?” This this good news is not just information. It is also 

an invitation. It’s a calling to be a part of something larger than ourselves. 
And so, Peter says, “Repent and be baptized, everyone one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your 

sins may be forgiven and you will receive the Holy Spirit.” 
 
To “repent” just means to turn around, to recognize that apart from God we get heading in the wrong 

direction.  
And we certainly see evidence all around us and maybe within us that we are heading in the wrong direction. 

There is so much brokenness in the world and in our lives. There is corruption and injustice and oppression and 
evil. 

And we do need turn away from that. We need to be saved from that. We need to be forgiven and healed and 
called and empowered to live a different kind of life. 

 
Peter also tells them to “be baptized.”  
Baptism symbolizes God’s forgiveness, but it also symbolizes the beginning of a new life, and that life 

happens in community.  
The people welcome Peter’s message and three thousand people are added to their number, and the church is 

born.  
 
And then we get this brief but wonderful description of what life looks like for this new community, what it 

means to be God’s people. 
 
The people devote themselves to the apostles teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayers.  
They are all together, and they share with each other. Some even sell their possessions and goods and give the 

money away, as any have need. 
They spend time together in the temple, and they break bread at home with glad and generous hearts. They 

praise God and have the good will of all the people. 
 
That’s what it means to be the church, and this is what our life together looks like. It’s a life of worship and 

praise, a life of generosity and joy, a life lived with each other and with God. 
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 The church is not a building. The church is a people – a people who have been created and called 

and transformed and who now join in God’s mission to redeem everyone and everything.  
 

*** 
 

3. The church is a people, but God’s people do need somewhere to gather. 
 
You see that in our Scripture lesson. We’re told that, “Day by day they spent much time together in the 

temple, and they broke bread at home.” 
From the very beginning God’s people need a place to gather for worship and study and prayer.  
On a day like today, with the rain coming down, I’m grateful that we have a place to gather, and it’s not 

something we should take for granted. This church are this place are both a gift to us. 
 
Westminster was organized with 85 members in 1887, 132 years ago, before any of us were born. The people 

needed a place to worship and pray, so they built a small chapel on Fayetteville Road. 
25 years later, in 1912, the church decided that God’s mission needed something bigger. And so they built a 

new sanctuary that included an organ to lead worship. 
In 1957 the church again felt God was leading them to do something new. So, they purchased this property on 

West Friendly Road and built the chapel where we worshipped for many years.  
 
In 1986, as we were approaching our 100th anniversary, the church decided that God’s mission needed a 

bigger building again.  
The campaign was called “Adventures in Faith,” and it was an adventure in faith. We’ve still got a number of 

members who were a part of that effort. 
With about 500 members the church raised about $1,500,000 to build this Sanctuary and the Fellowship Hall 

below us. They gave generously and even sacrificially, and this sanctuary and our other buildings have served 
us well for the last 33 years or more. 

 
Westminster has grown in significant ways, not just in members but also in mission.  
Our church has become a community center, and that’s the way we want it. Aimee who handles the church 

calendar says we have 37 outside groups who use our facilities on a regular basis.  
I show up some mornings at 7:00 am and there is already a group here. And I sometimes leave as late as 9:00 

pm and there is often still be a group meeting here. 
 
I’ve never seen a more used church facility.  
But all that use means there is lots of wear and tear. And now it’s been 33 years since done a major campaign 

to repair and improve this place that we’ve been given. 
So, on this Pentecost Sunday, as we celebrate the gift of Spirit and the gift of the church, we’re also kicking 

off a building campaign – “All In: Building Westminster’s Place of Community.”  
 
We want to do three things. 
 
We want to make our sanctuary and facilities more welcoming for visitors and guests.  
We need things like handicap accessible bathrooms. That may not seem a big deal, unless you’re in a 

wheelchair. And then it is. 
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We need to do some upgrades to our sound system and add a hearing loop for those with hearing aids. 
And a fresh coat of paint can go a long way to making a place more welcoming. 
 
We’ve also got somethings that need to be replaced or repaired.  
One of the things is the pews you are sitting on. Our pews are made of particle board, and after 34 years they 

are beginning to fail. So be careful when your sitting up and down. We’re screwing boards underneath when 
one cracks, but that’s not a long-term solution. 

We’ve also got exterior woodwork that is rotting, and it’s expensive to fix. But it will be more expensive to 
wait. 

And the list goes on. 
 
And while we’re doing all of this, we think there some ways to also make the sanctuary and other buildings 

more flexible and functional – to make it work better for our mission and ministry today.  
 
Now, even as we raise money for our facilities we want to give some of that away for others. And so, we’ll 

also give away 10% of what we raise for mission and benevolence.  
 
At first, we thought this might be a $1,000,000 project. We’re not adding any new space but taking care of 

and improving the space we’ve got. 
But, the more we did our homework, the more we looked at the needs and the possibilities, it grew into a 

$2,000,000 project. If you own a home, you know how this goes. 
I know that’s lot of money. But it’s been 33 years since we did something like this. And fortunately, we’ve 

got a very generous congregation. 
 
So, our goal is 400 pledges or gifts and $2,000,000.  
We do have 400 people or families who make a yearly pledge to support the mission and ministry of 

Westminster, and we hope that we’ll be “All In” for this campaign – every gift is important. 
We have received one large lead gift and also gifts and pledges from our elders and other leaders. So, as of 

yesterday afternoon, we have gifts and pledges of $1,011,020.  
And that means we’ll give 10% of that, over $100,000 to mission and benevolence. And that number will 

grow as our gifts grow. 
 
 We’ve been given this place by those who have come before us. And now we need to take care of it 

both for our mission and ministry now and for the mission and ministry that will continue to happen in 
this place even after we are gone. 

 
*** 

 
So, what should we do? 
 
We need to keep mission and ministry first.  
And so, we’re trying to be very clear. If you have to choose between the annual stewardship campaign which 

support our mission and ministry and the building campaign, choose the annual stewardship campaign.  
That will happen in the Fall. 
 
But many of us, probably most of us, can do more, especially for just a year or two.  
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I received a generous pledge yesterday from one of our High School students. 
So, we’re asking you to think and pray about making a gift over the next two years to help us take care of this 

place that we have been given. 
 
We’ll be passing out packets during the offering this morning which have details about our plans and pictures 

and floor plans.  
You’ll find in the packet an invitation to attend a building tour. Seeing things in person makes a difference, so 

I hope you’ll come to a building tour. Those will also be opportunities for us to answer your questions and listen 
to your feedback. 

Or if it doesn’t work for you to come on a tour, I’ll come to you, individually or a group, and show you more 
about what we are doing and why. 

 
And then I hope you’ll be generous.  
I hope you’ll think and pray about what a meaningful gift for you might be.  
I hope you’ll do your highest and your best to support God’s mission that takes place in and through our 

church. 
 
I’ve been here about three and a half years now – many of you have been around much longer than this. 
But I’ve been here long enough to see how God is at work in this place, and how lives are changed in this 

place.  
Through worship and youth ministry and children’s ministries; through service and support groups and small 

groups; through friendships and funerals and meals and classes and on and on, lives are changed in this place.  
 
The God of mission has a church. 
The God of mission has this church. 
And it’s a joy and a privilege to be a part of God’s work in this place. 
 
It is also a joy and a privilege to give to this church – to support that mission and ministry, and now to help 

build Westminster’s place of community. 
 

As we begin this campaign, I invite you to listen to three members who have done this before. Listen for why 
they gave before, and for why they are excited and eager to give again.  

 
 Video 


