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For there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek; 

The same Lord is Lord of all 
And is generous to all who call on him. 

 
No distinction. 
The same Lord. 

Lord of all. 
Generous to all. 

 
Of all. 
To all. 

 
All. 
All. 

 
*** 

 
For the last few weeks we’ve been thinking about “Beautiful Brokenness.” 
 
It’s easy to see the brokenness around us – and when we’re honest the brokenness that is within us. 
It’s not as easy to see God’s presence and power and love at work to put the pieces back together again and to create 

something beautiful, even out of the brokenness. 
But that is the good news Paul proclaims in his letter to the Romans.  
 
In our lesson this morning Paul says that “there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same is Lord of all, 

and generous to all.” (Romans 10:12) 
 
This verse that is a part of a much larger argument. 
So, I want to spend a few minutes looking at this larger argument that’s found in Romans chapters 9-11. 
And then I want to come back to our verse, Romans 10:12, and tell you why I think this verse is so important, especially 

for us today. 
 

*** 
 
1. In this larger section, Romans chapters 9-11, Paul is wrestling with the fact that the gospel is not bring Jew 

and Greek together. In fact, it may be driving them apart. And it breaks Paul’s heart. 
 
In the first 8 chapters of Romans Paul has proclaimed the good news of Jesus Christ. 
He ends chapter 8 with the verse we looked at last Sunday. Paul writes, “For I am convinced that nothing in all creation 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:39b) 
But there is a problem. What about Paul’s own people, the Jewish people. Why are Jews and Greeks not coming 

together in the church? 
 
This is not just a theoretical question for Paul.  
It is deeply personal. 
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Paul begins chapter 9 by saying, “I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself 
were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh.” 

 
I was at a Presbytery meeting yesterday, a gathering of 200 or 300 pastors and elders. 
We examined three candidates who want to be ordained as pastors.  
Each one preached a sermon and was then asked one token question. 
 
That’s about normal, tut these examinations used to be much harder.  
There’s a story about a candidate who had long, grueling exam before his Presbytery with all sorts of tough questions.  
After hours of questions, a retired minister got up and asked, “Young man, would you be willing to be damned for the 

glory of God?” That may seem like a strange question, but it’s meant to root out any self-seeking in religion.  
 
For Presbyterians, it’s not about our own glory, but it is about God’s glory.  
So, you’re supposed to answer, “Yes. I’d be willing to be damned if that somehow glorifies God.” 
But this young man answered, “Sir, I’d be willing for this whole Presbytery to be damned for the glory of God.” 
 
I like Paul’s answer better.  
Paul doesn’t want to damn anybody else. 
But Paul does say that he would give up his own salvation, he’d be willing to be cut off from Christ and accursed, if that 

would somehow bring Jew and Greeks together. 
 
Paul knew that the gospel was supposed to bring people together, to end the divisions between us. 
In his letter to the Galatians Paul writes, “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 

longer male and female, for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28) 
But that’s not what he saw happening. Gentiles were flocking into the church. But for the most part, Paul’s fellow Jews 

did not recognize Jesus as the promised Messiah. 
 
So, Paul asks, “Has God rejected his people?” And Paul’s answer is, “By no means!” (11:1)  
Paul says, “They are Israelites, and to them beyond the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the 

worship, and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from them comes the Messiah.” (9:4) 
He says, “They are beloved, … for the gifts and calling of God are irrevocable.” (11:28-29) 
 
Paul is very clear. God has not and will not reject his chosen people, the people of Israel. 
But Paul is still left with a question.  
Why are the Gentiles flocking in, and why does it look like God’s chosen people are being left out? 
 
Paul’s answer is basically be patient, God has a larger plan.  
He says, it may look as if the people of Israel have been rejected and are being left out, but that’s only to make room for 

the Gentiles to be brought in. 
And then eventually, everyone will be brought together again. The divisions will be healed, and God’s people will be 

one.  
 
Now,  is not just worried about his own people. He’s also worried about the arrogance of the new Gentile Christians 

who have begun to look down on their Jewish brothers and sisters. 
So, Paul says in Romans 11:13, “Now I’m speaking to you Gentiles.” He uses the analogy of an olive tree to represent 

the people of Israel and a wild shoot to represent the Gentiles. 
And then Paul says to the Gentile Christians, “If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, a wild olive shoot, 

were grafted into their place to share the rich root of the olive tree, do not boast over the branches [that were broken off]. 
Remember it is not you that support the root, but the root supports you … And God has the power to graft them in again.” 
(11:17-18) 
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Paul ends this discussion of Jews and Gentiles by saying, 
O the depths and riches and wisdom and knowledge of God. How unsearchable are God’s judgements and how 

inscrutable God’s ways!  
For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been God’s counselor? …  
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To God be the glory forever. (11:33-36) 
 
 Paul’s answer is be patient. God has a plan. And somehow “from God and through God and to God are all 

things.” Somehow, God will bring all the pieces back together again and create something beautiful even out of the 
brokenness. 

 
*** 

 
2. And that brings us back to our verse, and how this larger truth speaks to our own divisions. 
 
In Romans 10:12, Paul says, “There is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all.” 
 
Now on the surface there are lots of distinctions between Jews and Greeks. 
They speak different languages. 
They have different customs. 
They have different religions. 
 
All those differences are real. 
And they matter. 
People are not the same, and our differences matter. 
 
But Paul is pointing to something deeper. 
Beyond the differences there is a deeper unity. 
Because “the same Lord is the Lord of all.” 
 
Our challenge, I think, is how to take seriously the differences, and the ways those differences matter, while at the same 

time recognizing the deeper unity. 
 
We naturally divide ourselves into groups or tribes, and often these divisions are healthy and good. 
There are those who argue that these tribal instincts were an evolutionary necessity. 
We weren’t designed by God or by evolution to be alone, and so we’re always looking for a group or tribe. And those 

groups can tribes can be live giving and good. 
 
In seminary my theology professor said that as a Presbyterian pastor he was always glad there was a Catholic Church 

and a Baptist church down the street. 
People are wired differently and respond to different styles of worship and ways of living out the faith. 
But the important thing is to remember that we are all on the same team, that we are all serving the same Lord. 
 
We sometimes forget that. 
There were times when Presbyterians thought Catholics were our enemies. We even called the Pope the Antichrist. And 

Catholics didn’t care for us either. They thought we were all heretics had abandoned the true church.  
Those feelings may still linger in some places, but mostly now we recognize now that there is a deeper unity that binds 

us together. 
 
More and more I think we are beginning to see our deeper unity with other religions as well.  
There are differences. We don’t all believe the same things. 
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But more and more, people are recognizing that Christians and Jews and Muslims and Buddhists and agnostics and 
people from many traditions are all responding to the Spirit of the living God, even if we express that in different ways. 

 
Now, there is always some tension here. 
The differences are real, and they matter. There are some beliefs and behaviors that are destructive and wrong and need 

to be condemned. 
The challenge is the keep looking for the deeper unity. 
 
The problem comes when we deny that the unity is also there. 
 
That is the lie of racism, which has had such a deep impact on our country in the past and which continues to trouble us 

today. 
I read an article this week recognizing the 400th anniversary of slaves being brought to America in 1619. The article 

pointed to the Supreme Court’s Dred Scott decision in the 1857. That court ruling classified blacks as, quote, “a 
subordinate and inferior class of beings.” 

We continue to wrestle with all the consequences of those lies and to try to figure out how we recognize our deeper 
unity and put the pieces back together again. 

 
I think this is the same issue that plagues our broken politics. 
We have significant differences in our nation about politics.  
Those differences are real, and they matter, and we need to debate them.  
 
Do we need more regulation or less regulations on business and our life together?  
What is the best way to provide good and affordable health care?  
When does life begin, and when should it end? 
What is the legacy and present reality of racism, and what should we do about it? 
How do we treat those seeking to enter our country, and do we have any responsibility for the problems that are driving 

them here? 
 
We have different answers and those answers matter and need to be debated. And our faith informs, or should inform 

our answers. 
 
But in these conversations and debates, we cannot lose the deeper unity – that despite our differences and disagreements 

we’re all in the same boat. 
There are some political beliefs and behaviors that do great harm and need to be condemned. 
But if we imply that all those who disagree with us are “an inferior class of beings,” that their opinions and their lives 

don’t matter, that we’d be better off without them, it ends up hurting us all. 
 
So, the challenge is to recognize the unity that is beneath our differences. And that’s where I think the second half of our 

verse is so important.  
Paul says, “The same Lord is Lord of all, and is generous to all.” 
And if God is generous to all, the we should also be generous to all. 
 
We need to be generous with our judgements. 
 
I read recently about something called “confirmation bias.” 
It’s our tendency is to focus on what’s best in us and in those who agree with us, and to focus on what’s worst in those 

who disagree with us. 
We tend to give ourselves a pass and give others a hard time. 
 
But this is where faith changes us. 



 
5 

Jesus asks the Pharisees, “Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye and ignore the log in your own?” 
If all we’re doing is looking for ways to criticize those who disagree with us and justify ourselves, we will make things 

worse instead of better. 
 
Now, our culture does not help us here. 
Most of what we hear and read seems to be about justifying ourselves, and criticizing others, and denying the deeper 

unity. 
And so, as followers of Christ we need to change the conversation.  
 
That might be hard if we’re just focusing on politicians in Washington who we do not know and cannot engage.  
So I think we ought to start with people closer by – with friends and family and people in our own church and 

community who may disagree with us about important issues. 
Can we in our conversations build bridges rather than burn them? Can we be generous in our judgements of others, 

especially those who we think are wrong? 
 
I think we’re also called to be generous with our lives. And one way we do that is by giving of ourselves for the sake of 

others. 
I think that’s what we’re really doing in most of our mission trips and our service projects. The food and the work are 

important. But mostly what we offer is ourselves. 
And as we spend time with those who are different from us, we are both changed by the relationships. The more we 

know people the easier it is to be generous with our judgements and with our lives. 
 
And then we’re also generous with our gifts. 
My facility manager in Wilmington had a standard answer for every request – “All it takes is money.” 
Now that’s not quite true. Sometimes it takes love, or patience, or expertise. But money can also change things. 
 
Money can feed a hungry child or give a child an education, which can change a life. 
Money can build spaces where community happens. 
Money can support mission and ministries that lead to healing and wholness. 
 
God’s generosity allows us to be generous. 
It changes the way we see the world, and it changes the way we see other people and it helps us see our many blessings. 
Because God is generous to all, we can be too. 
 
 “The same Lord is the Lord of all and is generous to all.” And as we recognize that truth, as we live into that 

that truth, it changes us, and changes the world. 
 

*** 
 
I’ve just started a book by Aaron Niequist called The Eternal Current: How a Practice Based Faith Can Save Us From 

Drowning. 
 
He uses the image of a mighty river to talk about God’s kingdom.  
He says that we are not called to simply believe certain things about the river or to splash about in the shallows. We are 

called to learn how to swim, and to join Jesus in the eternal current for the sake of the world. 
That’s what he calls a practice-based faith – a faith that is not just a new set of beliefs, but a new way of life. And he 

says, it can keep us from drowning. 
 
Niequist begins the book by saying, 
A great and mighty River flows throughout history toward the healing and restoration of all things. 
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If you have read the Bible, you know how the story ends. Love conquers death, a new heaven and a new earth are 
established, and the God of love and justice puts all things to rights. 

Jesus called this River the Kingdom of God. You and I have been invited to swim in this Eternal Current for the sake of 
the world … And the current will carry us into the joy of getting swept up in God’s work of redeeming and restoring all 
things. (pp.1-2) 

 
Our lesson points to that current and invites us to swim. 
We are invited to look for the deeper unity, knowing that there is no distinction between us, the same Lord is Lord of 

all. 
We are invited to recognize God’s generosity to all and so express generosity in our own lives. 
 
Recognizing our unity and living with generosity can change us and change the world.  
It’s a way to join in God’s work of putting the pieces back together again. 
It’s a way to join God’s work and create something beautiful, even out of the brokenness. 
 


