
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

A note about the program… 
 
Today’s program draws its focus from Alfred Lord Tennyson’s famous poem, 
‘Ring Out, Wild Bells.’ This memorial poem powerfully portrays the ringing of 
bells as a release from the turmoil, strife, warring madness, and pain that we all 
know, that is an all too familiar part of the human condition.   
 
We hear the bells clanging joyfully at Christmastime. And yet, as the Christmas 
season is behind us, as our New Year’s celebrations are complete, how quickly 
do we forget the sound of those bells? Has the promise of Christmas already 
faded from view, dampened by the reality of daily life, deadened by our uninspired 
routines, destroyed by our unexamined patterns of living? 
 
Whether we’re aware or unaware, the bells of Christmas still toll for us.  
Christmas remains. For the reality of Christmas is that Christ somehow dwells in 
the depths of reality, profoundly and mysteriously here for us to experience if we 
can only stop and trust the God-given miracle of this present moment. 
 
Today is Epiphany, and so today’s worship experience is unique. Alongside the 
familiar carols are poems drawn from Mary Oliver’s A Thousand Mornings, poems 
that remind of the us of the miracle of living, of the profound significance of the 
simplest things, of the depths of a life lived with intention and infused with 
reverence for the holy.  Today, we note that Christmas may be best experienced 
in the subtle, the unremarkable, the mundane, when it’s not Christmastime at all. 
 
This is the message of Christmas. This is the reminder that the wild bells convey.  
Those wild bells remind us that we can shake off all that ensnares us and emerge 
into a new way of living, a new way of relating to the world, a new way of 
understanding ourselves, a new way of being human. This is Christmas. 
 
Christ is born, in you and me. Ring the bells of Christ – of Christmas – today and 
always.  If you listen, you can hear them. 
 

- - Jonathan Emmons, Director of Traditional Music 
 



WELCOME 

We are so glad to have you here with us! Westminster is a community of people gathering for 
worship, learning, fellowship, and service. We trust you will receive warmth, compassion, challenge, 
and encouragement. 
 
Guest Information 
If this is your first time worshiping with us, please stop by our Welcome Desk on the lower level 
outside the Fellowship Hall. We have a gift for you and would like to help you learn more about ways 
you and your family can connect here at Westminster.  
 
Worship and Fellowship 
The 9:30am worship service is led musically by the Worship Band. The 11am worship service is led 
musically by the Chancel Choir and organ. In between services, we gather in the Fellowship Hall for 
coffee and conversation. 
 
Adults 
We offer Church School in conjunction with worship at 9:30am and 11am. Please feel free to explore 
a list of church school classes and our other adult ministry opportunities by visiting our website at 
westpreschurch.org/adults or by visiting the Welcome Desk.  
 
Children 
Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged to participate in worship. Worship materials for 
ages 3–12 are available in the Narthex outside the Sanctuary. 
 

• 0–24 months: During all services, a nursery is provided for infants through toddlers in Room 113 and is 
staffed by trained, professional child care workers and volunteer helpers. 

 
• Ages 2 years old–5th Grade: Church school is offered in conjunction with worship at 9:30am and 11am in 

Rooms 105, 111, and 107. If you would like for your children to attend Church School, please fill out a Child 
Sign-In Card and send it with them at the Welcoming the Children time in worship. * 
 

• Grades K–5: During our 11am service, elementary students are invited to Room 106 to participate in JAMS 
(Junior Arts and Music on Sundays) which engages kids in singing, drama, percussion, and more. 
 
*Please note that on the first Sunday of the month we do not have Church School for children. We encourage 
all children to attend worship, so they can participate in communion with their faith community. 
Alternatively, our nursery will still be available for babies—4 years old in Room 113, and JAMS will still be 
offered for Grades K–5 at 11am in Room 106. 
 

Youth 
Youth grades 6–12 meet in Room 100 at 11am on Sunday mornings. New youth are welcome. 
 
Accessibility 
The congregation has a variety of resources available, including large print hymnals and Bibles and 
hearing assistance devices. Please speak to an usher if you need assistance. 
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Worship at Westminster Presbyterian Church 
9:30am and 11am, Sanctuary   

 

PRELUDE North Carolina Brass Band Quintet 
    
 

A POEM FOR EPIPHANY 

 Ring Out, Wild Bells! ALFRED, LORD TENNYSON

  
I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day APPALACHIAN FOLK MELODY ARR. JAY ROUSE 

 I heard the bells on Christmas day, their old familiar carols play, 
 And wild and sweet the words repeat of peace on earth, good will to men. 

 I thought how, as the day had come, the belfries of all Christendom 
 Had rolled along the unbroken song of peace on earth, good will to men. 

 And in despair I bowed my head: “There is no peace on earth,” I said, 
 “For hate is strong and mocks the song of peace on earth, good will to men.” 

 Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: “God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 
 The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, with peace on earth, good will to men.” 
 
Ring Out, Ye Bells! MARQUES L.A. GARRETT, SAMUEL CARLTON, DAN FORREST 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Ring out, ye bells!  All Nature swells with gladness at the wondrous story. 
Sing, children, sing!  Tonight, a King hath come from heaven’s high throne to bless us. 
The outstretched hand o’er all the land is raised in pity to redeem us. 

Ring out, the world was lorn, but Christ is born to change our sadness into glory. 
Come at His call; be joyful all; away with mourning and with sadness! 
The heavenly choir with holy fire their voices raise in songs of gladness. 

Ring out, no, be not still, but with a will strike all your haps and set them ringing;  
Ring out, on hill and heath let every breath throw all its power into singing! 

Ring out, ring, ye bells!  Ring out!  Ring out, ye bells! 
 
WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER Ernie Thompson 
  
OUR LIFE TOGETHER  
 
*OPENING HYMN #133 

 O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES 
 

READINGS FOR EPHIPHANY   

 Today MARY OLIVER 
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Our Life Together    
As a community 

of faith, we lift our 
joys, concerns, 

and opportunities 
to share in 

ministry. 
 
 
 
 
 



The Huron Carol FRENCH CANADIAN MELODY, ARR. DAN FORREST 
‘Twas in the moon of wintertime, when all the birds had fled, 
That God the Great Creator sent angel choirs instead; 
Before their light the stars grew dim, and wandering hunters heard the hymn: 
“Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria.” 

Within a lodge of broken bark the tender babe was found, 
A ragged robe of rabbit skin enwrapped His beauty round; 
But as the hunter braves drew nigh, the angel song rang loud and high, 
“Jesus your King is bon, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria.” 

The earliest moon of wintertime is not so round and fair 
As was the ring of glory on the helpless infant there. 
The chiefs from far before Him knelt, with gifts of fur and beaver pelt, 
Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria. 

O children of the forest free, O sons of Manitou,  
The Holy Child of earth and heaven is born today for you. 
Come kneel before the radiant boy who brings you beauty, peace and joy. 
“Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria!” 

 Gloria, Gloria. 
 

Sleep, My Darling WELSH LULLABY, ARR. LINDA LAMB 

 
Ding! Dong! Merrily on High ARR. HOWARD HELVEY 

 Ding! Dong! Merrily on high in heaven the bells are ringing; 
 Ding! dong! Verily the sky is riven with angel singing. 
 Gloria!  Hosanna in excelsis! 

 E’en so here below, below, let steeple bells be swungen, 
 And “Io, io, io!” by priest and people sungen. 
 Gloria!  Hosanna in excelsis! 

 Pray you, dutifully prime your matin chime, ye ringers! 
 May you beautifully rime Your evetime song, ye singers! 
 Gloria!  Hosanna in excelsis! 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

 God Rest Ye Merry 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A POEM FOR EPIPHANY 

 Extending the Airport Runway MARY OLIVER

  
How Great Our Joy! CRAIG COURTNEY 

 While by the sheep we watched at night, glad tidings brought an angel bright. 
 How great our joy, how great our joy. 
 There shall be born, so did he say, in Bethlehem, a Child today. 
 How great our joy, how great our joy. 

 There shall a Child lie in a stall, this Child who shall redeem us all. 
 This gift of God we’ll cherish well, that every joy our hearts shall fill. 
 Praise we the Lord in heaven on high.  How great our joy. 
 
Carol of the Bells JAMES ANDERSON 
 
 

Angels from the Realms of Glory ARR. DAN FORREST 

 Angels from the realms of glory wing your flight o’er all the earth. 
 Ye who sang creation’s story now proclaim Messiah’s birth. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn King! 

 Shepherds in the field abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night, 
 God with us is now residing, yonder shines the infant light. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn King! 

 Sages, leave your contemplation, brighter visions beam afar. 
 Seek the great Desire of Nations, Ye have seen His natal star. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn King! 

 All creation join in praising God, the Father, Spirit, son. 
 Evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One! 
 Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn King! 
 
A POEM FOR EPIPHANY 

Lines Written in the Days of Growing Darkness  MARY OLIVER 

 
Go, Tell It on the Mountain and Jesus! Oh, What a Wonderful Child 

 ARR. JEFFREY L. AMES AND DAVID M. MCKAY 

 Come, and go!  Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 
 Come, and go!  Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 

 While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 
 Behold, throughout the heavens, there shone a holy light. 

 The shepherds feared and trembled when lo, above the earth,  
 Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. 

 Jesus!  Jesus!  Oh, what a wonderful child!  Jesus!  Jesus!  So holy, meek, and mild. 
 New life, new hope to all He brings. 
 Won’t you listen to the angels sing, “Glory, glory, glory to the new born King!” 
 Hail to the newborn King!” 

 Go tell it.  Yes!  Go tell it.  Go tell it.  Tell it on the mountain! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 See the baby Jesus wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
 Born in a manger, as prophecy foretold. 
 Behold the star over Bethlehem. 
 Come let us adore Him, He is the great I Am! 

Some people call Him Wonderful Counselor, Almighty Father,  
Everlasting Prince of Peace! 

 Go tell it.  Shout it over the world.  Tell it on the mountain! 
 Glory, glory, glory to the new born King!  Hail to the newborn King! 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 
* BENEDICTION RESPONSE #119 

 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN 

 

*POSTLUDE 
 A Joyous Christmas WILLIAM HIMES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 CHANCEL CHOIR 

Soprano 
Nancy Clark 

Caroline Crupi 
Meghan Dunham* 

Tricia Hammer 
Karen Harrill 
Denise Joines 
Fran Lumpkin 

Alice Ohmstede 
Alicia Reid 

Jordan Winslow* 
Sandy Young 

Alto 
Yophi Bost* 

Deanne Fuller 
Brittany Griffin 

Carrie Jackson-Adams 
Diane Jacobs 
Carla LeFevre 
Sydney Miller* 
Carla Moffitt 

Diane Sergeant 
Jan Smith 

Ann Straughan 

Tenor 
Janet Bowker 

Dirk Drost 
Michael Friedrich* 

Jim Jackson-Adams 
David Parker 

Te’Quan Seabrooks* 
Dick Swanson 

Donna Weekley 
Doug Wright 

Bass 
Rick Betton 

Christian Blackburn 
Daniel Crupi 

Derek Gracey* 
Douglas Grimm* 

Bruce Smith 
Wayne Young 

 

ORCHESTRA 
 

Violin 
Lalia Mangione 

Julia Reeves 
 

Viola 
Dave Philips 

 
Trumpet 

Ashley Hall** 
Judith Saxton** 

 
Horn 

Bob Campbell** 
 

Trombone/Euphonium 
Brian Meixner** 

 
Tuba 

Dennis Askew** 
 

Piano 
Ben Blozan 

 
Percussion 

Gilson Fearnow 
Jacob Stephens 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Section Leader 
**NC Brass Band 

Quintet 
 

HANDBELL CHOIR 
Patti Beard 
Mary Eagle 

Lynn Gagnier 
Karen Harrill 
Derek Gracey 
Susan Horton 

Jan Parker 
Lita Swanson 
Martha Snead 

Harriet Watson 
Donna Weeks 

 
WORSHIP LEADER 

Ernie Thompson 
 

READERS 
Caroline Sell 

Clint Whitlow 
Lynn Turnage 
Sam Perkins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TODAY AT WESTMINSTER 
 
The North Carolina Brass Band is the newest professional brass band in the United States and based 
right here in the Triad.  The band consists of 25 brass players and 4 percussionists, the leading 
professionals from the central region of the state.  The musicians are members of the Greensboro 
and Winston-Salem symphonies, music faculty at the leading universities in the region and the top 
freelance professionals in the area.  More information can be found at www.ncbrassband.org.  
Today's brass quintet is a chamber ensemble composed of members of the NCBB. 
 
Intercessory Prayer List 
We have a group of dedicated people who pray each week for those on our intercessor prayer list. If 
you would like to receive this list, please contact butch.sherrill@westpreschurch.org.  If you have a 
prayer concern and would like to be added to this list, please write your prayer concern on your 
Worship Response Card or visit westpreschurch.org/care. 
 
Stephen Ministry 
Westminster is a Stephen Ministry congregation. We have a team of members trained to offer 
confidential support for those grieving, experiencing a health concern, a divorce, or any type of loss 
or crisis. If you would like to speak to someone about support or have interest in becoming a Stephen 
Minister, please write Name and Stephen Ministry on your Worship Response Card or visit 
westpreschurch.org/care. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Men’s Cancer Ministry 
The Men’s Cancer Support Group is open to all men who have had or are currently experiencing 
cancer. Our next dinner gathering will be Monday, January 7, 6:30pm at NOLA Seafood & 
Steakhouse, 1653 New Garden Road. For reservations and/or more information contact Dick 
Swanson (336-580-3141; dickswanson39@gmail.com). 
 
Women’s Circle Meeting 
The Tuesday Evening Circle will meet January 8, 7pm in Room 100. For more information contact 
Lynn Turnage (lynn.turnage@westpreschurch.org). 
 
Refugee Ministry Interest Meeting January 13 
Would you like to be part of a team that helps a family successfully make the transition to a new 
home in the United States? Come learn more about Westminster's Refugee Ministry on Sunday, 
January 13 at 12:15pm in Room 203. If you are unable to attend this meeting and would like more 
information, write Refugee on your Worship Response Card or contact Ann Comfort 
(ann.comfort@westpreschurch.org). 
 
Pathways Shelter Dinner Volunteers Needed 
The Outreach committee is looking for individuals or groups to prepare and serve dinner to 
approximately 20 people at Pathways Family Shelter on Thursdays January 17 and March 21, and the 
third Thursday of each month.  If you are available, please contact Dottie Henderson (336-765-
4733), visit westpreschurch.org/news or write Pathways on your Worship Response Card.   
 
Weaver House @ West Market Church – Westminster Volunteers Needed 
The Weaver Extension Shelter at West Market Church is an extension of Greensboro Urban 
Ministry’s Weaver House Shelter.  This shelter provides a place to sleep and meals for approximately 
15 men during the winter months Westminster will work alongside several other congregations to 
staff the shelter with volunteers and provide evening meals on January 19, 26, February 24, March 9 
and 23.  To provide an evening meal, please contact Westminster member Dottie Henderson (336-
765-4733) or visit westpreschurch.org/news. To serve as a male overnight host, please contact 
Westminster member Robert Bell (336-324-3528; rwbell2@gmail.com); or write WE Shelter on your 
Worship Response Card. 
 
Fresh Mobile Market Volunteers Needed 
Westminster volunteers are needed on Saturdays January 19 and February 16 and the third Saturday 
morning of each month for our Out of the Garden Project Fresh Mobile Market. To volunteer, visit 
westpreschurch.org/news or write FMM on your Worship Response Card. 
 
Haiti Mission Trip, March 16-23 
Applications are now available for Westminster’s annual medical mission trip to Haiti.  We will once 
again provide a four-day health clinic at the Carmelle Voltaire Women’s Center in the community of 
Tom Gato. For more information, contact Butch Sherrill (butch.sherrill@westpreschurch.org) or visit 
westpreschurch.org/news to fill out your application. 

mailto:dickswanson39@gmail.com
mailto:rwbell2@gmail.com


SUNDAY NIGHT LIFE AT WESTMINSTER 
Beginning January 13, classes begin at 5pm followed by a meal. A $5 love offering will be collected for adults. Children 
and youth eat free. If you would like to be added to the standing meal reservation list, please call the Church Office at 
336-299-3785. You also may sign up each week by writing SNL Meal January 13  on your Worship Response Card or 
online (westpreschurch.org/snl). All are welcome! 
 

Angst, an Indieflix Original Documentary | Sunday, January 6: 

Westminster Presbyterian invites you to join us for Angst, a new film created to start community 
conversations about anxiety and provide tools, resources and hope. Please RSVP at 
westpreschurch.org/events/angst if you would like to attend. 
 

5pm–5:30pm • Fellowship Hall • Light Supper  

5:30pm–7:00pm • Sanctuary • Angst, an IndieFlix Original Documentary followed by adult and youth 
discussion panels featuring professionals in psychology and helping fields.   
Children K-5th grade will have a special program following the documentary. Childcare will also be provided for those four 
and under. 
 

Angst, an Indieflix Original Documentary Encore Screening | Monday, January 7: 

6:30pm-8:30pm • Sanctuary  

 
Angst Follow Up Discussions | January 13, 20, and 27  
We will have thoughtful follow-up discussions with short films, open dialogue, and scripture for those 
interested in further tackling this tough topic with a loving community.  
 
Grief with Carl Parsons | January 13, 20, and 27 
We invite you to join us for a thorough exploration of grief: what we are told about grief, what we 
experience in grief, and how the world responds to grief. Carl Parsons is a retired PCUSA minister 
known for his gift of preaching. 
 
Game Night | January 20  
Enjoy some good old fashioned (and new fashioned) board games and intergenerational play with 
your Westminster community. The Fellowship Hall will have an array of games, and you will self-
select where to start. Then, our “MC” will help us mix it up so we can experience more than one 
laugh, quandary, puzzle, or achievement. 
 
Movie Night | January 27  
Join your Westminster community for a movie night! We will have three different movies to choose 
from - comedy, drama, adventure - to enjoy with old and new friends, share perspectives, look for 
Christ figures, and come away having enjoyed a good movie and conversation with your church 
friends. A children's movie and discussion will be provided, too. All are welcome! 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 

3906 West Friendly Avenue, Greensboro, NC 27410 • westpreschurch.org 

 

Office Hours 

8:30am–5pm, Monday – Thursday • 8:30am–12pm, Friday 
 

Church Phone and Email 

336-299-3785 • info@westpreschurch.org 

 

Pastoral Staff 

Ernie Thompson, Pastor 

Butch Sherrill, Pastor of National/International Outreach 

Sam Perkins, Pastor of Youth and their Families 

Caroline Sell, Pastor of Congregational Care and Worship 


